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Banks must 
respect free 
speech of 
customers 


Treasury berates lenders that shut accounts 
after taking exception to clients’ opinions 


By Simon Foy, Charles Hymas and 
Neil Johnston 


BANKS are to be told by the Treasury 
that they must protect free speech 
amid an escalating row over the black- 
listing of customers who hold contro- 
versial views. 

Jeremy Hunt, the Chancellor, is 
understood to be “deeply concerned” 
that overzealous lenders are closing 
accounts because they disagree with 
customers’ opinions, and has asked 
Andrew Griffith, the City minister, to 
investigate. 

Whitehall sources said that results of 
a consultation on the subject would be 
published within weeks after it was 
launched earlier this year in the wake of 
PayPal blocking the accounts of free 
speech groups. Last week, Nigel Farage, 
the prominent Brexiteer, revealed his 
bank had shut down his account. A 
vicar was also dropped as a customer 
after criticising his building society’s 
stance on LBGTQ:+ issues. 

The Treasury is poised to recom- 
mend a more rigid notice period if pay- 
ment providers, including high street 
lenders, want to close a customer’s 
account, and may require banks to pro- 
vide more information about why they 
have decided to take such a step. 

Regulators will be able to take action 
against banks that break the rules. 

Officials believe that the recommen- 
dations will curb excessive behaviour 
by banking institutions. 

A senior Treasury source said: “It is 
absolutely a concern. No one should 
have their bank account denied on the 
grounds of freedom of expression. We 
expect to take action on this issue 
within weeks.” 

Ministers are increasingly worried 
that there is a trend of closures affecting 
customers who hold controversial polit- 
ical views. 

Mr Farage last week said his bank 
accounts were closed “without explana- 


refused to allow him to transfer his 
funds to them. 

The Rev Richard Fothergill claimed 
that his Yorkshire Building Society 
account was shuttered days after he 
wrote to the bank to complain about its 
public messaging during Pride month. 

A spokesman for Yorkshire Building 
Society said the company never closes 
accounts based on opinions or beliefs, 
adding that accounts are only ever ter- 
minated if a customer is “rude, abusive, 
violent or discriminates in any way”. 

Government sources stressed that 
even people with extreme views should 
be entitled to hold an account if they 
have not broken the law. 

The Treasury source added: “Banks 
and payment providers occupy a privi- 
leged place in society and it would be a 
concern if financial services were being 
denied to those exercising the right to 
lawful free speech.” 

Under current rules, regulators 
expect banks to give customers at least 
30 days’ notice if they intend to close 
personal accounts. However, they can 
cut short the period in “exceptional cir- 
cumstances”, such as if they suspect 
fraud or if the customer was threaten- 
ing or abusive to staff. 

In its consultation on payment ser- 
vices regulation, the Treasury said: 
“The Government is very clear that reg- 
ulations must respect the balance of 
rights between users’ and service pro- 
viders’ obligations, including in relation 
to protecting the freedom of expression 
of anyone expressing lawful views. 

“It is the Government’s view that ... 
a notice period and fair and open com- 
munication with a customer must apply 
in situations that relate to termination 
on grounds other than suspected or 
actual criminal offences or when other- 
wise allowed by law.” 

Several former Brexit Party MEPs 
have also said their accounts were shut 
after they were elected. 
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Underhand dismissal 


eanveis Wink 


Jonny Bairstow can scarcely believe it after being stumped in the second Test at Lord’s. The England batsman had left the safety of his crease, believing the ball to be dead, 
only to be given out as Australia’s Alex Carey struck, enraging some cricket purists. Ben Stokes’s 155 could not save the home side from going 2-0 down in the series. Sport, p1 


Sunak told to cut migration by 66pc or risk voter exodus 


By Charles Hymas HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR 


BACKBENCH Conservative MPs are 
demanding Rishi Sunak cut net 
migration by two thirds before the next 
election - or risk losing the trust of 
voters. 

In a report that piles fresh pressure 
on the Prime Minister, more than 20 
MPs from the New Conservatives Group 
are calling on Mr Sunak to honour the 


migration before the country goes to 
the polls, expected towards the end of 
next year. 

The MPs, including party vice-chair- 
man Lee Anderson and Danny Kruger, a 
former aide to Boris Johnson, warn the 
current record 606,000 figure is erod- 
ing the trust of hundreds of voters who 
backed Brexit and needs to be cut by 
more than 440,000 if the party is to 
“save face” by the time of the election. 


Mr Sunak to introduce to cut net migra- 
tion, which stood at 226,000 at the last 
election. 

They include raising salary thresh- 
olds so migrant workers have to earn 
more to qualify for a visa, restricting 
foreign students to only top universities 
and further curbs on the number of rel- 
atives they can bring. 

The report, published today, creates 
a fresh headache for Mr Sunak, who is 


inflation by the end of the year and fac- 
ing a backlash from homeowners over 
soaring interest rates. 

It adds to his problems over immigra- 
tion after last week’s Court of Appeal 
judgment that plans to deport migrants 
to Rwanda are unlawful. It has delayed 
removal flights to the east African state 
until at least next year depending on the 
outcome of a Supreme Court 
appeal by ministers. This week, the 
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was a reminder of how vulnerable 
sporting events are. Organisers have 
told staff, volunteers and players not to 
take matters into their own hands if 
protesters get on the court. 
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geographically closer to Oslo than 
London, were under Norwegian and 
Danish control until 1472, when they 
became part of Scotland as part of a 
Royal marriage pact. 
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fierce violence gripping France. Ms 
Nowak suffered a leg fracture after 
trying to push her children over the 
garden wall. One of the children was 
also injured. 
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earlier and even higher than during 
the Covid crisis, said Rightmove. It 
came as separate data revealed that 
retail insolvencies had surged almost 
60pc to the highest level for a decade. 
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Drivers told where to 
find cheaper petrol 


Comparison website would 
list the best nearby fuel 
prices to crack down on 
service station profiteering 


By Charles Hymas 
HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR 


MOTORISTS are to be told where they 
can buy the cheapest petrol under plans 
by the Government to tackle service 
station profiteering. 

Grant Shapps, the Energy Security 
Secretary, is expected to signal the 
move today for a comparison website 


that would make it easier for motorists 
to find the best prices at petrol stations 
in their areas. 

Ministers believe the transparency 
provided by a “Pumpwatch” website 
could also lower prices and expose any 
potential profiteering. 

In Northern Ireland, the public have 
access to a fuel price checker, which has 
been partially credited for keeping fuel 
costs lower. 

The announcement is expected to 
coincide with today’s publication of a 
major report by the Competition and 
Markets Authority (CMA), which has 
been investigating the petrol retailers. 

The report, for which research began 


in June last year, came after Kwasi 
Kwarteng, then business secretary, 
asked the CMA to investigate petrol sta- 
tion operators amid concerns that they 
had failed to pass on a 5p cut to fuel duty. 

Petrol is still 10p higher per litre than 
it should be, adding £5 to the bill for fill- 
ing up a typical car, according to an 
analysis by pressure group FairFuelUK. 

There have also been concerns that 
fluctuations in the wholesale prices of 
fuel and crude oil have not been passed 
on to motorists by retailers. 

Mr Shapps will consult on the plans 
for a comparison website, which could 
be established under a voluntary agree- 
ment with the retailers. It is under- 


stood, however, that the Government is 
prepared to legislate if there is resist- 
ance to a voluntary arrangement. 

Ministers are expected to address the 
more complicated task of monitoring 
how prices at the pumps are deter- 
mined to establish when reductions in 
the crude oil price and wholesale cost 
are passed onto motorists. 

Government sources acknowledged 
it would be challenging because the 
nature of the business means retailers 
buy ahead of any fluctuations, and legit- 
imately claim they charge motorists at 
the price at which they bought the fuel. 

“That will have to be part of a wider 
piece of work on market reform,” said a 
source. 

Petrol retailers have blamed surging 
wholesale prices and claimed that oil 
refineries have not passed on recent 
falls in the price of crude oil. But fuel 
campaigners claim that the retailers are 
exploiting the Ukraine crisis to increase 
their profits, helping to fuel stubbornly 
high inflation. 

In an update on its investigation pub- 
lished two months ago, the CMA said it 
was concerned retailers had larger 
profit margins than before the pan- 


demic, and recognised that “global fac- 
tors” and the Ukraine war had 
contributed to an increase in prices. 

The CMA’s final report is expected to 
warn of a lack of transparency among 
petrol retailers and make a series of rec- 
ommendations, including the require- 
ment for retailers to have to routinely 
publish data on their pricing. 

The Government is expected to 
endorse its recommendations. 

Senior former ministers including 
Dame Priti Patel and Dame Andrea 
Leadsom have led calls for greater 
transparency and reform of the market. 

Jeremy Hunt, the Chancellor, who 
has been working on plans with Mr 
Shapps, told The Sun on Sunday: “I am 
committed to getting a fair deal for 
motorists. I met with watchdogs this 
week to work out how to reduce every 
day costs. They have my 100 per cent 
backing to crack down on any unfair 
treatment.” 

There has been speculation about a 
new pricing watchdog, but there are 
concerns that this could be costly and 
create another tier of bureaucracy 
when an existing regulator, such as 
Ofgem, could take on the role. 


Manx herring 
back on the 
menu thanks 
to Brexit deal 


By Gordon Rayner 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


THE Isle of Man’s herring industry is 
being revived after a quarter of a cen- 
tury thanks to a post-Brexit deal with 
the UK over fishing quotas. 

The island’s fishermen will be able to 
land four times as many herring than 
before and will also be allowed to catch 
235 tons of langoustines, worth a total of 
more than £2million per year to the 
island’s economy. 

The Manx fishing industry was 
brought to its knees by the European 
Union Common Fisheries Policy, which 
placed strict limits on the size of catches 
in the 1980s. 

The island’s fishermen were reduced 
to scratching a living catching scallops. 
By the start of the millennium, the her- 
ring quota was too small to be commer- 
cially viable. But after the UK took back 
control of its waters by leaving the EU, 
the Government has given the Isle of 
Man a100-ton quota of oily fish. 

The herring industry dates back to at 
least the 13th century on the island. At 
its height in the early 19th century, it 
had a fleet of 350 fishing vessels. 

Cured herrings were exported to 
Britain, Ireland, Italy and the Mediter- 
ranean. In the 1820s, Scottish and Cor- 
nish fishermen set course for Manx 
waters to share in the bounty. 

Under the terms of the UK’s Brexit 
deal with the EU, the UK is taking back 
control of its territorial waters in stages. 
Therese Coffey, the Environment Sec- 
retary, has been in negotiations with the 
Isle of Man - a self-governing Crown 
dependency - and the Manx Fish Pro- 
ducers Organisation for two years. 

Clare Barber, the Manx minister for 
the environment, said the new quotas 
amounted to a “once in a generation 
opportunity” to revive the island’s her- 
ring industry. 
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display on Hampstead Heath. Hundreds of enthusiasts fly eye-catching creations across the country alongside the event. 


Israel boycotts are waste of taxpayers’ money, says Javid 


By Nick Gutteridge 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 


SAJID JAVID has condemned councils 
for wasting taxpayers’ money on boy- 
cotts of Israeli goods as MPs prepare to 
back a new law to ban the practice. 

The former chancellor said it was 
necessary that public bodies including 
local authorities are prevented from 
“freelancing” with their own foreign 
policies. Writing for The Telegraph web- 
site, he said the Government was right 
to legislate to put a stop to a “deeply 
uncomfortable trend, with echoes of 


the past”. Some bodies including trade 
unions have criticised the proposed ban 
on the grounds that boycotts are a way 
of supporting Palestinians. 

Michael Gove, the minister responsi- 
ble for local government, has warned 
such policies leads to “appalling anti- 
Semitic rhetoric and abuse”. Mr Javid, 
who previously held the same role, said 
he also had to battle publicly funded 
bodies joining the Boycott, Divestments 
and Sanctions (BDS) movement. 

“A growing number of local councils 
had decided that the best way to spend 
taxpayers’ money was to freelance with 


their own municipal foreign policy and 
ban goods purely on the basis of being 
from Israel,” he wrote. 

“Divisive, wrong, and a complete 
waste of public money. The proponents 
of BDS seek nothing less than the total 
isolation of Israel both economically 
and culturally - and some even openly 
call for its dismantlement. 

“This is a landmark piece of legisla- 
tion designed to end the growing prob- 
lem of BDS, and will bring much- needed 
discipline to the foreign policy narra- 
tive of the UK.” In 2009, the Trades 
Union Congress passed a motion 


endorsing the Boycott, Divestments 
and Sanctions movement against Israel. 

Swansea council introduced a boy- 
cott on Israeli goods a year later with 
two other administrations, Leicester 
and Gwynedd, following suit in 2014. 

The High Court ruled in 2016 that the 
action by the three was not anti-Semitic 
after a legal challenge was brought by 
Jewish Human Rights Watch. 

Boris Johnson committed in the 2019 
Tory manifesto to outlaw such boycotts, 
with the legislation to do so being set 
out in last year’s Queen’s Speech. The 
Fire Brigades Union said the plan to ban 


such boycotts was “a pernicious attempt 
to undermine those fighting against 
oppression” and urged Labour to 
oppose it. Sir Keir Starmer has said that 
under his leadership, the party “does 
not and will not support” the principle 
of boycotting Israeli goods. 

The Bill contains powers for minis- 
ters to carve out exceptions to the ban, 
so that public bodies can help enforce 
sanctions on countries like Russia. 

It will have its second reading in the 
House of Commons today. 


Sajid Javid: telegraph.co.uk 


Biden will meet 
King and Prime 
Minister in UR visit 


Labour to give new teachers 
£2.4k bonus from tax raid 


By Charles Hymas 


JOE BIDEN is to make a “mini-state 
visit” to Britain next week when he will 
meet King Charles and Rishi Sunak, the 
White House announced. 

It comes just a month after the Prime 
Minister travelled to Washington for 
talks with the US president with Russia 
and Ukraine likely to feature promi- 
nently in their discussions. 

It will be their first meeting since 
Vladimir Putin faced an attempted coup 
by Yevgeny Prigozhin, the leader of the 
Wagner forces. 

Mr Biden will head to Lithuania and 
Finland after meeting Mr Sunak as part 
of an overseas trip from July 9 to 13. 

“President Biden is scheduled to 
travel to the United Kingdom, Lithuania 
and Finland from July 9-13. 

“President Biden will first travel to 
London, United Kingdom, for engage- 
ments with King Charles III and Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak to further 
strengthen the close relationship 
between our nations,” Karine Jean- 
Pierre, White House press secretary, 
said in a statement. 

Mr Biden made a brief trip to North- 
ern Ireland earlier this year to mark the 
25th anniversary of the Good Friday 
Agreement, meeting the Prime Minister 
for brief talks in Belfast. 

In a statement, Buckingham Palace 
said the King would meet Mr Biden at 
Windsor Castle on Monday July 10. 


By Nick Gutteridge 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 


LABOUR will use a tax raid on private 
schools to hand new teachers a £2,400 
welcome bonus, the shadow education 
secretary has announced. 

Bridget Phillipson has unveiled plans 
to spend £56 million on “incentive pay- 
ments” to try and stem the number of 
tutors leaving the profession. 

She said the “fully costed” policy will 
be bankrolled by the cash her party says 
it will generate from axing the VAT 
exemption on independent school fees. 

But the Tories attacked the latest 
announcement as “yet another reckless 
spending plan” and said Labour has 
already spent that money elsewhere. 

Ms Phillipson told Times Radio that 
there needed to be “a real shift, a reset 
of the relationship between govern- 
ment and the profession.” 

She said that under Sir Keir Starmer 
all new teachers would have to be qual- 
ified by having completed their first two 
years of early career training. 

Those that did so would get a £2,400 
welcome payment, designed to incen- 
tivise more people to take up and stick 
with teaching rather than quitting. 

The shadow education secretary said: 
“It’s just over £56 million that would 
cost and that will come through ending 
the tax breaks that private schools 
enjoy.” 

Labour has estimated that its tax raid 


on private schools would raise £1.6bil- 
lion, though experts have said the true 
return is likely to be much lower. 

The EDSK think tank, run by former 
government adviser Tom Richmond, 
said its sums were “very optimistic” and 
the policy could raise no revenue at all. 

Under its best case scenario imposing 
VAT on fees would only raise £1billion. 

Labour has already pledged £350 mil- 
lion from the tax raid towards recruiting 
more than 6,500 new teachers if it 
enters government. 


‘They are pledging money 
for teachers and don’t 
realise they have pledged 
that money elsewhere’ 


It has also said the policy would pay 
for “the most ambitious school 
improvement programme for a genera- 
tion” though it has not said how much 
that would cost. 

Gillian Keegan, the Education Secre- 
tary, said: “This is yet another example 
of Labour’s reckless spending plans. 

“They are promising money for 
teachers and don’t realise they have 
already pledged that money elsewhere. 
It is clear Labour have no plan for edu- 
cation. The Conservatives have ensured 
we have record numbers of teachers 
entering the profession thanks to our 
tax-free bursaries worth up to £27,000.” 


Continued from Page 1 

Government faces further defeats in 
the Lords over its Illegal Migration Bill 
after peers voted through four amend- 
ments last week, described by one min- 
ister as an attempt to “wreck” the 
legislation. 

Appearing on Test Match Special on 
Saturday, Mr Sunak said: “When I took 
this job, I knew it wasn’t going to be 
easy. It was like the worst possible in- 
tray for a new job that anyone could 
imagine.” 

In their foreword to the report, the 
MPs write: “Voters backed Brexit in 
2016 expecting immigration would be 
brought down. 

“We are now in danger of eroding 
public trust, especially among those 
who voted for the Conservative Party 
for the first time in 2019. 

“We need to get immigration falling 
below 2019 levels as we promised. This 
plan sets out how we can do that.” 

The MPs - many of whom represent 
Red Wall seats won for the first time at 
the last election - call for an overhaul of 
the unduly “lenient” points system 
which they say has allowed companies 
to continue to rely on “cheaper interna- 
tional labour” and “deflate wages for UK 
workers”. 

“If employers can secure cheap 
labour from abroad, they will be more 
likely to support flexible migration pol- 
icies, and less likely to invest in the 
training of UK workers who could then 


We'll erode public trust ifwe 
don't cut migration, say MPs 


demand higher wages,” says the report 
backed by the MPs and written by Tom 
Hunt, the MP for Ipswich. 

They proposed the main skilled work 
visa salary should rise from £26,200 a 
year to £38,000, reducing net migra- 
tion by 54,000 a year, and that the “tem- 
porary” visas for care workers with 
salaries as low as £20,960 should be 
scrapped, reducing migration by 
82,000. 

Citing a surge in foreign students at 
universities outside the elite Russell 
Group, they said excluding the “poorest 
performing universities” from eligibil- 
ity to recruit abroad would reduce net 
migration by 49,000. 

“Our immigration policy should not 
be used to prop up the finances of 
underperforming universities,” they 
said. 

They also called on ministers to scrap 
the two-year graduate visa that allows 
students to remain in the UK after their 
degrees, cutting 50,000 from net 
migration, and extend curbs on 
masters-degree students’ ability to 
bring their relatives with them. 

They called for fast-track implemen- 
tation of the Illegal Migration Bill anda 
cap of 20,000 on the number of 
refugees legally accepted for resettle- 
ment in the UK. 

“In order to restore the trust of the 
nation, migration needs to come 
down - and fast,” concluded the 
report. 
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Youth clubs to get £3m 
in crackdown on crime 


Youth clubs in Britain’s worst 
antisocial behaviour hotspots will be 
given summer holidays cash as part of 
a government drive to crack down on 
low-level crime. 

Ministers announced yesterday that 
the first £3million of a fund to give 
youngsters more access to sport, arts 
and skills opportunities is now open to 
applications. 

Rishi Sunak, the Prime Minister, has 
pledged to eventually bankroll one 
million hours of activities. 

Lucy Frazer, the Culture Secretary, 
said: “Every young person deserves 
the best start in life and opportunities 
to fulfil their potential. 

“Youth clubs play a central role here 
-not only offering skills development, 
but also helping support those in need 
and providing vital role models.” 


Lord Kerslake dies of 
cancer aged 68 


Lord Kerslake, the former head of the 
civil service, has died aged 68. 

His family announced his death 
from cancer in a social media post in 
which they paid tribute to a “truly 
fantastic husband, dad, brother, son 
and granddad”. Lord Kerslake was 
nominated for a peerage by David 
Cameron and ennobled following his 
retirement as permanent secretary at 
the Department for Communities and 
Local Government, with the peerage 
conferred by the late Queen in 2015. 

He was also a chairman of King’s 
College Hospital NHS Foundation 
Trust in south London but he quit 
the role in 2017, warning that the 
health service could not continue 
under the current funding levels. 


Obituary: Page 21 


Dog attacks on postal 
workers surge by l4pc 


Dog attacks on postal workers surged 
to nearly 2,000 reported incidents last 
year, figures show. 

There were 1,916 dog attacks logged 
during the year to March 31 2023, the 
Royal Mail will report today, at the 
start of the 10th Dog Awareness Week. 

This is up by 14 per cent on the 1,673 
reported the previous year. 

Some suffered serious injuries, 
including one woman who needed 
surgery after she was savaged by a dog. 

Staff in the Tunbridge Wells area of 
Kent reported the most incidents, with 
65 workers suffering attacks. 

Royal Mail urged owners to ensure 
their pets pose no threat to postal 
workers. Lizz Lloyd, its health and 
safety director, said: “We are 
concerned to see attacks on our staff 
have increased.” 


Swim aid returned to 
owner 35 years later 


Achild’s swimming armband which 
was lost 35 years ago in Guernsey has 
been reunited with its owner. 

Mother of four Sue Lucas lost it on 
the beach in 1988. 

It was found outside the harbour at 
St Peter Port by a man who recognised 
the name of Ms Lucas’s son, Darren De 
Jersey, written in large black letters on 
the bright orange band, and contacted 
the family. 

“Trealised it must have been down 
there for 30 years at least,” she told the 
BBC. “It obviously washed around 
with the tide and I think it must have 
been buried in the sand. It’s a good 
advert for plastic not biodegrading.” 

Ms Lucas said she had offered to 
frame the recovered armband for her 
son, now 40, but he politely declined. 


Archaeologists hunt for 
circus elephant’s grave 


Archaeologists are to launch an 
investigation to find the site where a 
circus elephant is said to have been 
buried 130 years ago. 

Local legend suggests the elephant, 
possibly named Nancy, was buried in 
Kingswood, Gloucestershire, in 1891. 
The animal belonged to Bostock and 
Wombwell’s travelling “beast show”. 

Members of Wessex Archaeology 
are to conduct a geophysical survey in 
an effort to identify the burial site. 

Alan Bryant, curator at Kingswood 
Museum, said: “I first heard about the 
Kingswood elephant burial in the 
1970s when I was doing my rounds asa 
local milkman. I, for one, am delighted 
at the potential of discovering the 
legendary Kingswood elephant.” 


Corrections and 
clarifications 


An article “Church will not raise pay 
‘because of 2008 crash” (June, 26) 
should have instead referred to the 
recession of the early 1990s, and 
Horsham is in West not East Sussex. 
Weare happy to correct the record. 
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Musical shines a light on Twiggy's stardust 


Story of a working-class 
girl turned into a superstar 
overnight is perfect for the 
West End, says Ben Elton 


By Ruth Comerford 
and Craig Simpson 


SHE was the supermodel whose 
svelte figure and iconic look made 
her the “Face of 1966” while still a 
teenager. 

Now, anew musical based on the life 
of Twiggy will recount her journey 
from a working-class childhood to 
become one of the pivotal figures in 
Swinging London. 

The story of Lesley Hornby, a teen- 
ager from Neasden with an iconic hair- 
cut who was plucked from obscurity, is 
explored in the show written and 
directed by Ben Elton that stars Elena 
Skye as the model. 

“The whole business of social stag- 
nation, which is something I think 
about a lot politically - the term level- 
ling up is as meaningless as it is ugly -is 
explored in her] story as a young work- 


TWIGGY 1967 


ing-class woman,” Elton told The Daily 
Telegraph. 

“She was empowered to do things in 
her own way, which could happen in 
the 60s, and couldn’t necessarily hap- 
pen now, in the way that the Beatles 
also opened up possibilities for young 
working-class people.” 

Paving the way for other working- 
class models, Twiggy was widely seen 
as a democratising force in women’s 
fashion. She told The Telegraph: “In the 
60s, all fashion came from Paris, it was 
couture, it wasn’t for working-class 
people.” 

She was discovered in 1966, and by 
the following year she had modelled in 
France, Japan and the US, and was fea- 
tured on the covers of Vogue and Tatler. 

Twiggy - now Dame Lesley Lawson - 
said: “It wasa very different world then 
-no social media, mobiles phones, and 
also fashion was not talked much about 
in newspapers, so that article in 1966 
that Deirdre McSharry wrote about me 
[in the Daily Express], saying ‘Twiggy’s 
the face of 66’ - was a very, very unu- 
sual thing. 

“And, actually, when I met up with 
her recently, she said she had to fight to 


Twiggy and Elena 
Skye, the actress 
playing herina 
forthcoming West 
End show 
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get that piece in, because the men 
though fashion models were, well, they 
didn’t need to be in the paper. And I 
said ‘Thank you so much’, because it 
changed my life.” 

Twiggy, 73 has considerable experi- 
ence of musicals in her own right. Her 
role in the 1971 Ken Russell film The Boy 
Friend earned her two Golden Globe 
Awards, while her Broadway debut in 
My One and Only in 1983 earned her a 
Tony nomination for Best Actress in a 
Musical. 

In 2012 she launched a fashion col- 
lection with M&S and in 2019 was made 
a dame for services to fashion, the arts 
and charity. 

Elton is a longstanding friend of 
Twiggy’s and cemented plans to pro- 
duce a biographical show over dinner 
with her. 

He recalled: “I basically stared riff- 
ing [about] how contemporary her 
story is. She basically put her knife and 
fork down and said: ‘Well blimey, Ben, 
you keep going on about it, when are 
you going to write it.’ And I thought, 
yeah, she’s right.” 

Elton selected Skye to play Twiggy 
because she shares her “star quality”, 


he explained. “She is a very honest, 
genuine person, she really has some of 
those same qualities Twiggy had,” he 
said. 

He added: “There’s a lot of heartache 
in the story, it’s quite a serious story. 

“In 1966 - it was overnight, or over a 
fortnight - she went from completely 
unknown Neasden schoolgirl doing 
her A-levels, to world famous - the most 
famous teenager on the planet. 

“And you think about how many cas- 
ualties there were in the 60s, of young 
people who became so famous so 
quickly.” 

The third daughter of a factory 
worker and master carpenter and 
joiner from Lancashire, Twiggy was 
discovered while working as an assis- 
tant in a London hair salon. 

She had her hair cut into the iconic 
shot bob, and, after spotting her photo- 
graph ona salon wall, McSharry, a fash- 
ion journalist for the Daily Express 
newspaper, interviewed her and pro- 
nounced her “The Face of 66”. 


Close Up - the Twiggy Musical,opens at 
the Menier Chocolate Factory theatre in 
London on Sep 16 


Then.... Plucked from obscurity 


Now.... Rise of the nepo-model 


Kate Moss 

Discovered as a waifish 
14-year-old while attending 
Croydon’s Riddlesdown 
High School in 1988, Moss 
became the poster girl for 
the 90s era of heroin chic 
and was the face of Calvin 
Klein at 18. She was scouted 
at JFK airport by the founder 
of Storm modelling agency, 
Sarah Doukas. 


Hancock devastated after | 


By Jack Simpson 


DAME SHEILA HANCOCK has offered a 
reward after she lost a necklace holding 
John Thaw’s wedding ring. 

The multi-Olivier-winning actress 
said that she was heartbroken after los- 
ing a gold chain that carried the ring 
which was worn by her late husband. 

The chain, which Dame Sheila 
described as her “most treasured pos- 
session”, held three other rings: a signet 
belonging to her father, her mother’s 
wedding ring, and another belonging to 
her first husband Alec Ross, who died in 
1971. It also included one small cross 
that she bought while in Egypt with 
Thaw. 

The 90-year-old told The Daily Tele- 
graph she was “desperate” to get the 
chains and ring back, and said she felt 
“neglectful and stupid” for losing them. 


Erin O’Connor 


Born and brought up in the 
Midlands and described as 
“an extraordinary 
inspiration” by John Paul 
Gaultier, Erin O’Connor’s 
big break came when she 
cut off her hair, becoming 
another household name in 
the 90s. She has graced 
catwalks for Dior, Versace, 
Prada, Dolce & Gabbana and 
Donna Karan, among many 


others. 


She believes they were most likely lost 
around Haymarket, in central London, 
last Monday, or in Marylebone on Tues- 
day morning. 

She said: “I’m at a loss, I’ve been 
checking on all the CCTVs I might have 
passed, I’ve been knocking on doors, I 
even emailed Chatham House, where I 
was parked in front of, to see if they had 
had anything handed in.” 

Dame Sheila was married to Thaw for 
28 years until the Inspector Morse actor 
passed away in 2002 of oesophagus 
cancer, just weeks after his 60th birth- 
day. 

During the three-decade marriage 
they became one of the UK acting 
world’s most popular and long-lasting 
couples. After his death, Dame Sheila 
wrote a biography called The Two of Us: 
My Life with John Thaw, which told the 
story of their relationship. This was her 


Kendall Jenner 

The daughter of Kris and 
Caitlyn Jenner, of the 
Kardashian-Jenner dynasty, 
rose to fame through the 
reality television show 
Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians. She started 
modelling at 14 and is one of 
the world’s highest paid 
models, with a net worth of 
$40 million (£31 million). 


Gigi Hadid 


Li 


a 
es 


a 


The daughter of former 
model Yolanda and 
Mohamed Hadid, a high-end 
real estate businessman, 
Gigi Hadid began her 
modelling career at two 
when a parent, who 
happened to be Paul 
Marciano, the founder of 
Guess Jeans, picked her to 
feature in the brand’s 
campaign. 


Dame Sheila Hancock wearing the chain, 
that holds three rings and a small cross 


second marriage after she was married 
to Ross from 1955 until he died of cancer 
in 1971. He was also a television actor 
and appeared on shows such as Doctor 
Who and The Avengers. 

She told The Telegraph: “I take this 
chain and rings to all the big events in 
my life to make sure all my loved ones 
are with me. I do feel bereft without 
them but it’s one of life’s lessons, learn- 
ing to deal with loss. 

“Losing a necklace is nothing com- 
pared to other things.” 

Dame Sheila also described her shock 
at the fact that police no longer deal 
with lost items and that there was not a 
central system to log missing posses- 
sions. 

She said: “The police wouldn’t take it 
if someone handed it in, they wouldn’t 
even write it down. 

“When I was a kid, if you ever found 


anything in the street, you would find 
your local copper on the beat, of which 
there were many more in those days, or 
would definitely go to the police station 
with it.” In 2018, every police force in 


‘I take this chain and rings 
to all the big events in my 
life to make sure all my 
loved ones are with me’ 


England stopped dealing with lost 
property inquiries in a move to free up 
time for officers. They only now accept 
certain items such as mobile phones 
and tablets, which may hold personal 
data. 

The Metropolitan Police told The Tel- 
egraph that it advises anyone who has 
found an item of value at a private 


premises to locate the owner via some- 
one at the venue. 

It added that if the item is found in 
public and the owner cannot be located, 
it can be taken to a local police station 
who will hold on to it. 

She said: “I’m going to suggest that 
somebody sets up a website where if 
you find something you could register 
it, and if you lost something, you could 
go to that website and check that 
nobody has it.” 

Last year, the 90-year old actress 
brought out a memoir called Old Rage, 
reflecting on her career. She is also 
going to star in a forthcoming four-part 
BBC true-crime drama called The Sixth 
Commandment, alongside Timothy 
Spall and Anne Reid. The show explores 
the deaths of Peter Farquhar and Ann 
Moore-Martin in Buckinghamshire in 
2014 and 2017. 
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Conservatives to walk out in numbers not seen since 1997 landslide 


By Dominic Penna POLITICAL REPORTER 


MORE Conservative MPs will step 
down at the next election than at any 
point since Labour’s 1997 landslide, 
Daily Telegraph analysis shows amid 
“disillusionment” among those exiting. 

Some 42 Tories have already 
announced they will depart at the next 
poll, which House of Commons Library 


data show is a higher figure than at any 
time since Tony Blair’s victory. 

Further MPs are likely to follow suit 
as they are free to stand down at any 
time before the election, which is 
widely expected next autumn. 

The most recent “poll of polls” pub- 
lished by Politico last week showed the 
Conservatives currently trail Labour by 
around 20 points, meaning they appear 


to have a mountain to climb if they are 
to win a record fifth consecutive term in 
office. While 75 Tory MPs quit ahead of 
the 1997 general election, this fell to 22 
in 2001 and 16 in 2005. 

More recently, only 16 left when The- 
resa May called an ill-fated snap elec- 
tion in 2017 while a further 41 departed 
ahead of Boris Johnson’s 2019 landslide. 

One senior backbencher standing 


down admitted they had grown tired of 
constant infighting and told The Tele- 
graph: “There must be more to life than 
this. I suppose I’m disillusioned - I’m 
disillusioned by the move to the right, 
I’m disillusioned by everything that 
happened under Boris Johnson and 
that’s had a long-term effect”. 

Asked whether there was still a path 
to a Tory victory at the next election, 


they replied: “There is, but it requires a 
government based on talent and ability 
rather than appeasing different fac- 
tions.” 

Another MP set to depart next year 
said their decision was shaped partly by 
the ongoing “circus” in the party and 
“noises off” against Rishi Sunak’s lead- 
ership. They argued that it was “getting 
harder and harder” to balance the pres- 


sures of parliament with a normal life, 
adding: “Social media doesn’t help - 
there’s a lot more immediate pressure 
on members of parliament. Some of the 
stuff we get is utterly vile” 

A third backbencher with a majority 
of more than 8,000 said fighting to keep 
their seat would nonetheless be 
“exhausting” and predicted “quite a few 
more” would follow suit. 


NHS plans to 
operate with 
less emphasis 
on admin staff 


Focus to be on hiring new 
doctors and nurses and 
developing AI to cut down 
on needless bureaucracy 


By Nick Gutteridge 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 


NHS bureaucracy will be reduced after 
ministers ordered hospital bosses to 
hire more doctors and nurses instead of 
managers, The Daily Telegraph can 
reveal. 

Steve Barclay, the Health Secretary, 
has told trusts in England that £2.4 bil- 
lion of extra cash being pumped into 
the system must be spent on bringing in 
clinical staff. Downing Street last week 
unveiled a major plan to plug a black- 
hole of up to 360,000 workers in what 
it branded the “most radical” reform in 
the service’s 75-year history. 

The blueprint will see an army of new 
doctors, nurses and apprentices hired 
into the NHS as wellas training sped up 
with medical degrees shortened by a 
year. 

But while the 135-page document 
spells out targets for recruiting front- 
line staff, there is no similar increase in 
managerial posts. 

One of the few mentions of bureau- 
cracy covers how artificial intelligence 
(AI) and robotics can be increasingly 
used to carry out administrative tasks 
instead of humans. 

A Department of Health source said 
Mr Barclay had significant input into 
the workforce plan, which was drawn 
up by NHS bosses, to ensure it cuts red 
tape within the service. 

“His focus and his contribution to 
this document has been very much get- 
ting value for money for taxpayers and 
making sure any investment goes 
towards care for patients and not on 
bureaucracy,” they told The Telegraph. 
“We don’t want to expand bureaucracy 
and if anything reduce it as much as 
possible. We want to get the investment 
into patient care and get staff spending 
their time caring for patients and not 
getting wrapped up in administration.” 

They added: “He’s had a lot of input 
on the AI tech aspects of the plan and 


that can reduce the need for more man- 
agement and lift administrative bur- 
dens.” 

His stance means the number of man- 
agers within the NHS represents a real 
terms cut. According to the most official 
recent figures there are around 36,600 
admin staff within the service, which 
has a total workforce of 1.26 million. 

The Telegraph revealed how more 
than 2,000 of those are earning over 
£100,000 a year. In a 12-month period 
up to last Autumn there was a 15 per 
cent rise in the number of NHS board 
members earning at least £200,000, 
taking the number to 632. 

There was a similar surge of 12 per 
cent in the £150,000 pay bracket, with 
1,305 staff earning that amount, whilst 
the top earner took home £300,000 in 
2020/21. 

The number of senior managers grew 
by 14.5 per cent between July 2019 and 
2022, with the total number of admin 
staff within the service rising by 4.4 per 
cent. 


‘There should be a greater 
focus on obesity, mental 
health and the problems 
our children are having’ 


A former health minister warned the 
NHS is now so overwhelmed it is resort- 
ing to “rationing” vital care like opera- 
tions. Lord Bethell said it “can’t possibly 
cope” in future unless Britons become 
more healthy. 

He criticised pouring more money 
into improving treatment. “We’ve got to 
prevent disease. The ambition should 
be to make the country healthier not to 
treat the sickness faster,” he told the 
BBC. “There should be a much greater 
focus on things like obesity, like mental 
health and the problems that our chil- 
dren are having with the internet.” 

Responding to the case of a viewer 
who had been waiting almost a year for 
kidney treatment, Lord Bethell said: 
“That is rationing. There’s a difference 
between reasonable allocation of 
resources and making tough decisions 
and having to cope with a system that’s 
overwhelmed.” 


JORDAN PETTITT/PA WIRE 


Tongue-tied Steve Barclay, the Health Secretary, spoke to journalists in London after appearing on the BBC’s Sunday with 
Laura Kuenssberg yesterday. On the show, he promoted the Government's £2.4billion plan to employ more than 300,000 
new doctors and nurses. He said it would be additional Treasury money but was vague about how it would be funded. 


Barclay suggests he is willing to offer doctors bigger pay increase 


By Elsa Maishman 


STEVE BARCLAY, the Health Secretary, 
is reportedly willing to offer doctors a 
bigger pay rise, as he called for consult- 
ants to scrap planned strikes in July. 
There needs to be “movement on 
both sides” of the dispute, he said in an 
interview with The Times, urging senior 
doctors to resume negotiations. Junior 


doctors will strike in all services, 
including A&E, from 7am on July 13 to 
7am on July 18, in the largest walkout in 
the history of the NHS. 

Consultants are set to perform 
reduced “Christmas Day” duties on 
July 20 and July 21. 

Mr Barclay said: “I don’t think a 35 
per cent pay demand, which they refuse 
to move away from, is reasonable given 


the headwinds we face from inflation.” 
But he suggested that he would be will- 
ing to increase his offer, the paper 
reported, adding: “I think there needs 
to be movement on both sides.” 

Mr Barclay reportedly added that he 
was “very keen” to have further discus- 
sions with consultants. “Around 35 per 
cent of consultants voted to strike so 
that’s a significant number, albeit a 


minority,” he said. The British Medical 
Association union’s talks with the Gov- 
ernment broke down after a pay offer of 
5 per cent. 

Mr Barclay accused junior doctors of 
“suddenly” walking away from talks. 

He told the Sophy Ridge on Sunday 
programme on Sky News: “We were in 
the middle of discussing some of those 
wider non-pay issues. It was the junior 


doctors suddenly who walked away.” 
The BMA said it would continue talks. 
Challenged over whether a 6 per cent 
pay rise for doctors would be accepta- 
ble, Mr Barclay said: “These will be dis- 
cussions that I have on behalf of the 
health workforce with the Prime Minis- 
ter and the Chancellor, that the Educa- 
tion Secretary will have on behalf of 
teachers, and other ministers will have 


across government, so we will make 
announcements in due course.” 

Dr Vivek Trivedi, co-chairman of the 
BMA junior doctors committee, said: 
“We have always been willing to con- 
tinue talking. It was the Government 
who cancelled our remaining meetings 
after we called for strike action, but we 
will call strikes off if [Rishi] Sunak 
makes a credible offer.” 


Ulez hits economy as drivers 
cannot get to work, says MP 


By Charles Hymas 
HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR 


ULEZ-STYLE zones are harming the 
economy, Red Wall MP Ben Bradley 
said today as he announced his candi- 
dacy to be the first mayor for the East 
Midlands. 

In an article for The Telegraph web- 
site, the Tory MP for Mansfield said 
such measures were counterproductive 
in a cost of living crisis as they charged 
people for going to work and priced the 
poorest off the road. 

“T will never introduce the kinds of 
charges and restrictions on people’s 
lives that Labour mayors have done,” he 
said in the article announcing his candi- 
dacy, which is already backed by 14 of 
the 17 MPs in the East Midlands. 

Mr Bradley, a former leader of Not- 
tinghamshire county council, also 
called for devolution for the East Mid- 
lands to give it the power to cut taxes. 

He suggested this would increase the 
accountability of local government, by 
giving them powers to reduce the bur- 
den on council taxpayers and on busi- 
nesses. 

Under the reforms instituted through 
the Levelling Up Bill, a new mayoral 
combined county authority will be cre- 
ated with control over adult education 
to boost skills and transport infrastruc- 
ture. Mr Bradley urged ministers to fast- 


track the Bill so that the £1.14 billion 
devolution deal can be put into action 
before the next election. 

He said the Tory Party must not “fall 
into the trap” of allowing devolution to 
be defined by Left-leaning politicians 
who imposed “deeply unpopular” 
measures such as ultra low emission 
zones (Ulez) on the public which 
were “harmful to workers and the econ- 
omy”. 

“Tf the Levelling Up Bill doesn’t 
empower the East Midlands as much 


‘We won't support people 
through these cost of living 
challenges by charging 
them to go to work’ 


as areas like London and Manchester, 
these Labour politicians will continue 
implementing policies like Ulez that 
we know are harmful to workers and 
the economy, whilst the Conserva- 
tive Party will get the blame for the 
knock-on effect on people’s lives,” Mr 
Bradley said. 

“We won’t support people through 
these cost of living challenges by charg- 
ing people to go to work and pricing the 
poorest off the road. 

“For the East Midlands, this would 
simply cut people off” 


DAVE BENETT/GETTY IMAGES 
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Go with 
the Flo 
Baroness 
Floella 
Benjamin 
and Sir 
Grayson 
Perry 
attending 
The South 
Bank Sky 
Arts 
Awards 
2023 at the 
Savoy in 
London 
yesterday. 


Hunt ‘must tell banks’ to help 
businesses with interest rates 


By Tony Diver 
WHITEHALL CORRESPONDENT 


JEREMY HUNT must tell banks to help 
businesses struggling with high inter- 
est rates, Andy Street has said. 

The former John Lewis boss and 
mayor of the West Midlands said wages, 
productivity and employment were at 
risk because business investment is 
stalling in Britain. 

He called for banks to launch a 
scheme modelled on relief for strug- 
gling mortgage holders, aimed at lower- 
ing the cost of business loans. 

The Treasury should ask lenders to 
take “a very understanding approach to 
repayments” in an attempt to change 
“the whole attitude of the banking sec- 
tor to cashflow difficulties,” he said. 

The cost of new borrowing for busi- 
nesses has increased in line with the 
Bank of England’s base rate in recent 
months, but Government interventions 
have largely focused on household 
budgets. 

Mr Hunt, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, has encouraged retail banks 
to join a “mortgage charter” that would 
see lenders switch struggling custom- 
ers onto temporary interest-only loans 
without affecting their credit scores. 

But Mr Street said interest rates were 
also a “very, very prominent topic” 
among CEOs and that banks should 


allow businesses to borrow for invest- 
ment without locking in the current 
high rates. 

“Jeremy Hunt has met with the banks 
to talk about their attitudes to domestic 
customers - it’s exactly the same,” he 
said. 

“It’s about a very understanding 
approach to repayments for a business 
that’s taken a loan and it becomes more 
difficult to repay it back. 

“One of the things that can definitely 
be done is the whole attitude of the 
banking sector to cashflow difficulties.” 

Asked if the Treasury should put 
pressure on business banks to take sim- 
ilar measures to the mortgage charter, 
he replied: “Absolutely - for the busi- 
ness sector.” 

The Bank of England’s Monetary Pol- 
icy Committee voted by a majority of 
seven to two to raise rates to a 15-year 
high of five per cent earlier last month, 
and could push them even higher to 
deal with stubborn inflation. 

Mr Street said the Bank’s rates would 
“hopefully” be a “short, sharp measure”. 

“They will come down, and so cash- 
flows will be improved, and that’s what 
needs to be considered by the financial 
sector,” he said. 

The latest figures from the Office for 
National Statistics indicate that the UK 
economy grew marginally in the year to 
April 2023. 
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Michelle Jennings 
and Suzanne 
Pyefinch from 
Great Yarmouth, 
Norfolk, in the 
overnight queue for 
Wimbledon 
yesterday 
afternoon 


Murray back 


ilek 


iy 
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O cause 


— but not hardball tactics 


Two-time champion 
admits there is a good 
chance Wimbledon will 
be targeted by activists 


By Molly McElwee at Wimbledon 


SIR ANDY MURRAY has said he agrees 
with Just Stop Oil’s cause but questions 


the group’s methods, as he admitted 
there is “a good chance” Wimbledon 
will be targeted by protesters. While 
security has been tightened at the All 
England Club to try to prevent activists 
from staging a protest, the field invasion 
at Lord’s last week was a reminder of 
how vulnerable sporting events are. 

Sir Andy said it might be “dangerous” 
to carry any protesters off the court 
himself, as England wicket keeper 


‘I don't know 


Jonny Bairstow did. Organisers have 
told staff, volunteers and players not to 


if they take matters into their own hands if pro- 
would attach testers get on the court.-“I think there is 
probably a good chance of something 

themselves happening,” Sir Andy, 36, said. 
r “Tam not sure how many times I have 
tothe net or had somebody run on the court when I 
throw am actually playing. It may have been 
Se once but Iam not sure it has been more 

something 


than that. I was talking about it with my 


family the other day. I don’t know, if 
somebody ran on to the court and came 
towards you, what your reaction would 
be to that because you don’t know who 
it is or what they are doing or why they 
are doing it. 

“I don’t know if they would attach 
themselves to the net or throw some- 
thing on to the court - they have to bea 
bit careful going too near to tennis play- 
ers who have obviously got rackets in 
their hands.” 

He added: “I would imagine probably 
something would happen here. I mean, 
I agree with the cause - just not always 
how they go about expressing it. 

“Rather than running on the court, 
maybe they could do it a different way. I 
didn’t see what Jonny Bairstow did, but 
it could be dangerous.” 

Specially trained response teams and 
security guards have been brought in 
by Wimbledon to handle such inci- 
dents, as well as plain-clothes guards 


to be careful 
going too 
near tennis 
players 

who have 
obviously 
got rackets 
in their 
hands’ 


looking to identify threats. It comes 
after a member of Just Stop Oil was 
quoted as saying it would “be very 
inspiring” for the group to have “an 
image of someone’s hand glued to some- 
thing on Centre Court”, adding: “There’s 
a lot of people up for that.” 

In recent months Just Stop Oil has 
made sporting events a major target for 
protests including disruption at the Pre- 
miership rugby in May and at the World 
Snooker Championships in May. 

Meanwhile, Sir Andy wants Wimble- 
don organisers to schedule his matches 
early in the day so that he can make it 
home in time for his children’s bedtime. 

The father of four to Sophia, seven, 
Edie, five, Teddy, three, and Lola, two, 
said: “I would like to play slightly earlier 
in the day if at all possible so I get to see 
the kids in the evening because usually 
Iam finishing at 9 to 9.30pm.” 

He expects the children will watch 
his games from home on television. 


Success of British tennis stars helps get more women on the court 


By Camilla Tominey ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


THE number of British women taking 
up tennis has risen by 34 per cent in the 
past year amid the rise of Emma Radu- 
canu and Katie Boulter. 

As the Wimbledon Championships 
start today, the Lawn Tennis Associa- 
tion has reported a total rise of 43 per 
cent in adults playing tennis, taking the 
total to 4.7million. 

There has also been a significant 
increase in children playing annually to 
3.6 million, and participation among 16 
to 34-year-olds is up by 48 per cent. 

Although Raducanu, 20, is out of this 
year’s tournament after surgeries on 
wrist and ankle injuries, all eyes are on 
Boulter, 26, the current British women’s 
number one. 

She has been drawn against the Rus- 
sian-turned-Australian player Daria 
Gavrilova in a first round match tomor- 
row. 

Two-time Wimbledon champion Sir 
Andy Murray, 36, will also be in action 


at the All England Club tomorrow ina 
first round match against fellow Briton 
Ryan Peniston. 

In an attempt to encourage more 
people to play tennis, the LTA has 
teamed up with the Government to 
refurbish 1,000 tennis courts through 
the Park Project. The £30 million 
scheme, under which £21.9 million will 
be committed by the Government and 
£8A million by the LTA Tennis Founda- 
tion, is the most significant investment 
in parks’ tennis courts for a generation. 

Lucy Frazer, the Culture Secretary, 
said: “Keeping the country active is a 
key priority for this Government, and 
access to grassroots sport is a vital part 
of that, whether you live in the middle 
ofa city, or a small village. 

“As a massive tennis fan, I see this as 
a major opportunity for those who may 
not have played before to pick up a 
racket and give it a go.” 

It is hoped that 3,000 park tennis 
courts will be refurbished across Eng- 
land, Scotland and Wales by 2024. 


Heather Watson, 
who will play Czech 
Barbora Krejcikova 
tomorrow, has 
welcomed the 
tournament's 
relaxation of its 
all-white dress 
code 


JOHN WALTON/PA WIRE. 


Those in the worst condition will be 
resurfaced and repainted, with a par- 
ticular focus on targeting inequalities in 
participation. 

Scott Lloyd, the LTA chief executive, 
said: “We are delighted to have now 
refurbished 1,000 park tennis courts 
across Britain as part of this investment 
in park tennis facilities by the Govern- 
ment and LTA Tennis Foundation. 

“Were working with hundreds of 
local authorities across the country to 
transform park tennis courts, making it 
far easier to find a court and book, and 
ensuring a range of engaging activities 
are available for people to take part in.” 

The LTA is also supporting local 
authorities to ensure that a range of 
activities are in place across park courts, 
including free weekly tennis sessions 
where equipment is provided. 

Digital gates have been installed 
across sites, to make finding, booking 
and getting on court through the LTA 
online system as easy and secure as pos- 
sible for tennis players across the coun- 


try. The move is designed to open up 
the sport to people of all backgrounds, 
with the LTA aiming to attract 500,000 
more players in parks every year. 

It comes amid a surge in grassroots 
participation, and elite success across 
British tennis. 

Over the past three years, Raducanu 

won the US Open in 2021, there has 
been sustained success for Gordon Reid 
and Alfie Hewett in wheelchair doubles 
Grand Slam events, and Cameron Nor- 
rie is in the men’s top 20. 
@ Heather Watson has welcomed Wim- 
bledon’s relaxation of the all-white 
dress code after players raised concerns 
over playing on their period. 

The All England Club will allow col- 
our undershorts to combat players’ con- 
cerns over “period anxiety”. Watson, 
ahead of her 13th Wimbledon cam- 
paign, said: “Last year, I went on the pill 
to stop myself bleeding. This year I 
knew my period was going to be during 
Wimbledon again so I’m very happy I 
won't have to do the same thing.” 


Braverman queries police 
ban on memorial badges 


By Charles Hymas 
and Danielle Sheridan 


SUELLA BRAVERMAN has demanded 
an explanation from the Metropolitan 
Police over its ban on officers working 
at Pride wearing a badge that commem- 
orates fallen colleagues. 

The Daily Telegraph understands that 
the Home Secretary was concerned 
after hearing that officers were 
instructed not to wear the Thin Blue 
Line badge in case it offended the 
LGBT+ community. 

A source close to Mrs Braverman 
said: “She has asked for more informa- 
tion to understand what’s happened.” 

The badge, which is a black and white 
Union flag with a thin horizontal blue 
line, is worn as a “mark of remembrance 
and respect” for those who lost their 
lives while working in the force. 

However, it has been said to resemble 
asimilar symbol that has been linked to 
American far-Right groups. Ahead of 
the celebrations on Saturday, when 


1.5million people participated in Lon- 
don’s Pride march, the Met Police com- 
mander issued advice that stated: “No 
‘Thin Blue Line’ badges/patches are to 
be worn whilst policing this event. 

“These have been linked to far-Right 
and anti-trans groups in the UK and this 
year’s Pride is focusing very much on 
the trans community. This is non-nego- 
tiable and supervisors are expected to 
ensure this is adhered to please.” 

Dame Priti Patel, the former home 
secretary, told The Mail on Sunday that 
the advice was the result of “vested 
interest groups imposing political cor- 
rection and false narratives on our hard- 
working police officers”. 

She said the badge was “a mark of 
respect in policing of the sacrifices our 
police officers make for their service 
and the threats they face, day in, day 
out”. The advice was also condemned 
by Debbie Adlam, the mother of Pc 
Andrew Harper, who was killed in the 
line of duty in Berkshire in 2019. 

The Met Police declined to comment. 


Church may revive power 
to defrock abusive priests 


By Gabriella Swerling 
SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS EDITOR 


THE Church of England is considering 
defrocking archbishops, bishops and 
priests found guilty of abuse or serious 
misconduct. 

It has not had the power to depose an 
abusive priest from Holy Orders, 
known as defrocking, for 20 years. It 
was repealed in 2003 as part of a new 
law governing discipline of priests. 

However, measures proposed in 
papers submitted to the General Synod, 
the Church’s legislative body, which is 
meeting this week in York, would rein- 
state these powers. 

They would be the Church’s most 
serious penalty against its own clergy. 

Currently, if a clergy member is 
accused or found guilty of misconduct 
or abuse, they are not stripped of Holy 
Orders - meaning that they retain their 
ecclesiastical status and can often retain 
the functions of ministry. 

The defrocking penalty, or a deposi- 


tion from Holy Orders, means they 
would be forced to live as a lay person. 

However, victims and lawyers spe- 
cialising in abuse have warned that the 
new measure “will just give more power 
to bishops”, because they “alone will be 
able to defrock clergy”. 

The new proposal states that it “rein- 
troduces a power for a bishop to depose 
a priest or deacon from Holy Orders, fol- 
lowing a finding of misconduct”. 

It says that once a tribunal has recom- 
mended that clergy be deposed, then 
the ritual will be carried out by a bishop. 

The Independent Inquiry into Child 
Sexual Abuse (IICSA) made a recom- 
mendation in its 2020 report that the 
measure be reinstated after it found that 
the institution had harboured hundreds 
of paedophiles for decades. 

A Church of England spokesman 
said: “The Church fully supported [the 
IICSA] recommendation, and its rein- 
troduction is part of the legislation for 
the new Clergy Conduct Measure cur- 
rently going through General Synod” 


By Elsa Maishman 


HOLIDAYMAKERS have been warned 
ofa “challenging” summer of flight dis- 
ruptions owing to “overloaded” air-traf- 
fic control. 

Eurocontrol, which manages Euro- 
pean airspace, said it would experience 
overloads on most days in key regions 
including Athens, Budapest, Rheims 
and Marseille, The Times reported. 

Similar warnings were issued for 
peak days - especially Fridays and 
weekends -in London, Brussels, Barce- 
lona, Zagreb, Nicosia and Warsaw. 

These conditions can lead to delays 
and aircraft being diverted via longer 
routes to avoid congested areas. 

It comes after Raúl Medina, director- 
general of Eurocontrol, told the Air- 
ports Council International General 
Assembly in Barcelona last week that 
the industry was better prepared than 
last year, which saw significant delays 
and disruption. He said that while avia- 
tion is “ready to cope” with the sum- 


Tourists flying to Europe 
face ‘challenging’ summer 


mer’s increase in traffic, the next few 
months will be “challenging as we have 
less available airspace because of the 
war in Ukraine and the military needs. 
To be successful over the summer, we 
need everyone to play their part”. 

He added: “Recent industrial action 
caused many delays across the network. 


33,000 


The number of flights expected per day 
in Europe from July to mid-August, up 
7 per cent on the same period last year 


We can manage situations like that in 
quieter periods, but if it happens in the 
middle of summer, it will be much more 
challenging. We need to be prepared.” 

Eurocontrol forecasts that around 
33,000 flights will be made per day 
from July to mid-August, up 7 per cent 
on the same period last year. 
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Traffickers use Rwanda ruling in TikTok ads 


Albanian gangs promote 
Channel crossing ‘deal’ by 
telling migrants there is no 
law to deport new arrivals 


By Charles Hymas 
HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR 


PEOPLE smugglers are using the block 
on deportation flights to Rwanda to pro- 
mote small boat crossings on TikTok. 
The gangs are telling prospective 
Channel migrants that last Thursday’s 
Court of Appeal judgment preventing 
flights means they will not be removed 
from the UK once they reach the coast. 


One online post carries images from a 
national TV programme reporting on 
last week’s judgment with the headline: 
“No asylum seekers to Rwanda.” 

Above the image of the TV news- 
reader is a banner headline telling 
potential migrants in Albanian: “There 
is no return for Albanians who go to 
England by boat. Contact me if you 
want to go as well” 

An undercover reporter contacted 
the gang behind the TikTok account, 
titled “Albanian in England”, which 
linked to half a dozen adverts offering 
Channel crossings for £3,500 per 
person. They told him: “They are not 
returning people...there is not any 
law to return you. Only if you have 


been before in England and have been 
deported.” 

Asked when the next crossing could 
be made, the gang member replied: 
“Every day.” After arranging a means to 
communicate via WhatsApp, the 
reporter expressed concern about the 
prospect of being deported to Rwanda. 

The gang member replied: “It was a 
proposal from [the Prime Minister] but 
the court ruled against that and criti- 
cised them for their behaviour towards 
Albanian asylum seekers. In all my 
crossings I have families. No one of 
them has been returned. I will write to 
you on what’s up later.” 

It is the first evidence of migrants 
exploiting the Court of Appeal judg- 


ment. Last Friday, Natalie Elphicke, the 
Dover MP, said she feared there could 
be a surge in crossings because of the 
decision, which is likely to delay the first 
flights to Rwanda until the New Year. 
Rishi Sunak, the Prime Minister, has 
said he “fundamentally disagrees” with 
the judgment but is said to be confident 
that an appeal to the Supreme Court, if 
granted, will succeed. He and Suella 
Braverman, the Home Secretary, have 
said they remain committed to the policy. 
Nearly 11,500 migrants have crossed 
the Channel, down by around 8 per cent 
on last year when a record 45,755 even- 
tually arrived. Mr Sunak has claimed 
the fall-off shows the Government’s 
policies are starting to succeed. 


Anew fast-track deportation agreement 
with Albania is credited with a 90 per 
cent drop in numbers so far this year, 
although it was not until July through to 
the end of September that around 80 
per cent of the 12,300 Albanian 
migrants arrived last year. They have 
been displaced by an increase in 
Afghans, Indians and Turks. 

The Rwanda policy is key to Mr 
Sunak’s Illegal Migration Bill, which 
gives ministers powers to detain and 
swiftly deport any migrant entering the 
UK illegally to a third country such as 
Rwanda or their home state. 

It faces a further attack in the House 
of Lords today after four defeats last 
week to give added protection to 


modern slavery victims and asylum 
seekers. Ministers face a similar rebel- 
lion today over plans to detain unac- 
companied children. 

However, in an exclusive article for 
The Daily Telegraph, Rwanda’s govern- 
ment hit back at “groundless” and 
“archaic” claims that the east African 
state was “unsafe” for asylum seekers. 

The Telegraph has passed the TikTok 
account details to the company, which 
said it had removed the content and 
banned the account for violating its 
community guidelines. 

A spokesman said: “Our community 
guidelines are clear that we prohibit 
content that attempts to facilitate 
human smuggling and trafficking.” 


Cake company 
boss charged 
over illegal 
tree felling 


By Henry Bodkin 


THE millionaire founder of one of Brit- 
ain’s fastest-growing food companies is 
being prosecuted over the felling of 
dozens of protected trees. 

The Daily Telegraph can reveal that 
Sukh Chamdal, the founder of the egg- 
free confectionary business Cake Box, 
is accused of causing or allowing the 
felling of at least 132 trees in woodland 
at Debden Hall, in Essex. The works 
were understood to be part of a grand 
project to build a new mansion for the 
chief executive in Loughton. 

Mr Chamdal, who appeared along- 
side four other defendants, pleaded not 
guilty at Chelmsford magistrates’ court 
on Jun 22. He will appear at Chelmsford 
Crown Court later this month. 

Founded by Mr Chamdal in 2008, 
Cake Box had 205 stores as of March, 
posting £34.8 million in annual revenue 
and a net profit of £4.24 million. 

The criminal prosecution of its boss 
could prove a serious embarrassment to 
the board. Normally, those convicted of 
breaching a Tree Protection Order in 
the magistrates’ court face a fine of up 
to £20,000. However, those found 
guilty in a crown court are liable to an 
unlimited fine. 

The work in question took place 
between Mar 1 and Mar 18 2021, accord- 
ing to Epping Forest district council, 
which is bringing the prosecution. 

Planning documents and architec- 
tural plans for the site indicate a plan to 
demolish an existing building and cre- 
ate anew property of nearly 9,000 sq ft. 

Mr Chamdal began his career in a 
family business selling Indian sweets 
and cakes. 

He has described how, living in a 
house observing a “strict lacto vegetar- 
ian diet”, he was inspired to start the 
business after his daughter asked for a 
birthday cake. 

He commissioned a scientist with 
inventing an egg-free cake recipe, and 
within a year was franchising others to 
do the same. In a bullish statement this 
year, Mr Chamdal said the company is 
aiming for 400 stores. The company 
also runs an online business. 
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Rabbit punch Two kits look to be locked in combat, in a shot taken by Ivor Otley from his Suffolk garden. Weather: Page 24 


Coffey combats 
plans for 112 
miles of pylons 
in countryside 


By Nick Gutteridge 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 


THERESE COFFEY is campaigning 
against new pylons in her constituency 
as ministers prepare to rip up planning 
laws to fast-track their construction 
nationwide. 

The Environment Secretary is fight- 
ing proposals to build a 112-mile long 
line of steel towers that will scythe 
through the Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex 
countryside. She has organised a peti- 
tion calling on the Government to 
reroute power cables from offshore 
wind farms in the North Sea so that they 
come ashore in Kent. 

Cabinet colleague Kemi Badenoch, 
the Business Secretary, is also among 
six Tory MPs from the three counties 
that have clubbed together to urge a 
rethink. It comes after The Daily Tele- 
graph revealed hundreds of miles of 
overhead cables and pylons are set to be 
fast-tracked through the planning sys- 
tem despite local opposition. 

Grant Shapps, the Energy Secretary, 
wants to halve the amount of time it 
takes to deliver such projects so that 
Britain can meet key milestones on the 
way to net zero. 

But his plans are being fought by 
other departments including housing 
and environment, which is run by Ms 
Coffey, and are also likely to anger rural 
Tory MPs. 

Ms Coffey, who represents Suffolk 
Coastal, said in March that, while she 
supported the expansion of offshore 
wind, pylons must not go through pris- 
tine countryside. 

She and other Tory MPs in East 
Anglia want power cables to be laid 
under the seabed and to only make land 
much closer to London, where most of 
the energy is needed. 

“Tve consistently made it clear that 
it’s essential our precious landscapes 
and communities are protected by plac- 
ing the onshore infrastructure in the 
most appropriate location,” the Envi- 
ronment Secretary said. 

Ms Badenoch said her constituents in 
Saffron Walden “rightly have concerns” 
about the National Grid’s approach. 


‘Streets are a Wild Wes? as 93pc of violent assaults go unpunished 


By Charles Hymas 


POLICE are solving fewer than one in 14 
violent assaults, analysis shows. 

Just 39,472, or 7 per cent, of offences 
of violence with injury resulted in a 
charge last year, out of a total of nearly 
560,000 violent assaults recorded by 
police. This is down from 9.4 per cent in 
2021 and more than 20 per cent in 2015 
when the Home Office first started com- 
piling the figures in their current form. 

In some forces it was below one in 20, 
with West Midlands constabulary, the 


lowest-performing, seeing just one in 
30 violent assaults (3 per cent) resulting 
inacharge. 

The analysis, based on Home Office 
figures, was commissioned by the Lib- 
eral Democrats who warned that too 
many violent criminals were being “let 
off the hook and allowed to roam the 
streets”. 

It follows a series of investigations by 
The Daily Telegraph that have shown 
thefts including burglary and vehicle 
crime are going unsolved in more than 
half the neighbourhoods in England 


and Wales. Overall, the proportion of 
crimes resulting in a charge has fallen 
from 15.5 per cent in 2015 to 5.5 per cent 
in the year to September 2022. 

The Liberal Democrat MP Sarah 
Olney, who commissioned the research, 
said: “The public will be rightly dis- 
turbed to see so many violent criminals 
are being let off the hook while victims 
are denied justice. 

“Our towns and cities are turning 
into a lawless Wild West where even 
highly serious crimes like violent 
assaults are going unsolved and unpun- 


3pc 


West Midlands’ charging rate for 
violent offences, the lowest such 
figure in the country 


ished. The Conservative government 
has decimated community policing, 
leaving people no longer feeling safe in 
their own streets and neighbourhoods. 

“We need to see a return to proper 


community policing, where officers are 
trusted and visible and victims finally 
get the justice they deserve.” 

The forces with the highest charging 
rates for assaults were led by Cheshire 
at 12.6 per cent, followed by South 
Wales Police at 11.3 per cent, North 
Wales and British Transport Police at 
10.5 per cent each. 

By contrast, West Midlands, on 3 per 
cent, was joined at the bottom of the 
table by Sussex on 4.8 per cent, Surrey 5 
per cent, Hertfordshire 5.4 per cent, 
West Yorkshire 5.7 per cent and City of 


London 5.9 per cent. A Tory Party 
spokesman said: “The Liberal Demo- 
crats are once again proving themselves 
to be the very best hypocrites in British 
politics. If they really cared about crack- 
ing down on crime, they would have 
backed our legislation that gives the 
police the powers they need to clamp 
down on criminals. 

“The Conservatives have recruited 
over 20,000 more police officers since 
2019, and we are ensuring they have the 
tools they need to see justice delivered 
and victims protected” 


Trans rapist complains of 
being victim of abuse in jail 


By Daniel Sanderson 
SCOTTISH CORRESPONDENT 


THE transgender rapist Isla Bryson has 
complained of being the victim of 
transphobic abuse in a male prison. 

The double rapist, who was born 
Adam Graham, was moved to HMP 
Edinburgh after initially being sent toa 
women’s jail in January, causing a scan- 
dal which was seen as contributing to 
Nicola Sturgeon’s downfall. 

The 31-year-old, in letters sent to a 
newspaper from jail, complained that 
the prison was “full of transphobic peo- 
ple” and revealed police had become 
involved as a result of abuse. 

Police Scotland confirmed that a 
24-year-old man had been charged in 
connection with threatening and abu- 
sive behaviour following a report of a 
hate crime last month. 

Bryson was initially sent to Cornton 
Vale female prison, under a Scottish 
Prison Service policy which followed 
the same principle as Ms Sturgeon’s 
gender self-ID law, later blocked by the 
UK Government. 

The case caused Ms Sturgeon to face 
intense scrutiny during her final weeks 
in office, as she repeatedly attempted to 
avoid saying whether she considered 
Bryson male or female. 

In correspondence, the rapist offered 
The Sunday Mail an interview but 


demanded a fee of £1,000, claiming that 
“whatever I say, you will make me out 
to be a monster”. 

Bryson claimed human rights laws 
were being breached and added: “I’m 
not doing too good because of abuse 
from the staff members all because I am 
transgender - and other prisoners, too. 

“This jail is full of transphobic peo- 
ple. The police are involved because of 


Isla Bryson, who was 
convicted of rape 
when still identifying 
as aman, says he 
has been exposed to 
transphobic abuse 


the abuse to do with my gender. People 
won't stop being transphobic.” 

Bryson was sentenced to eight years 
in prison in February. Humza Yousaf, 
the First Minister, has claimed that the 
father-of-three is “at it” and is not a real 
transgender person. 

However, he has so far not explained 
how sexual predators such as Bryson 
would be prevented from exploiting the 
SNP’s gender self-ID system. 

A Police Scotland spokesman said: 
“On June 8, we received a report of a 
hate crime at HMP Edinburgh. A 
24-year-old man has been charged.” 
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I think we found the train Glenfinnan Viaduct, a location 
made famous from Harry Potter, in Inverness-shire, Scotland. 


Scottish Green hits out at 
‘squandering’ cash on King 


By Daniel Sanderson 
SCOTTISH CORRESPONDENT 


A GREEN minister in Holyrood has 
attacked his own government for 
“squandering” public money on Scot- 
tish Coronation celebrations. 

Patrick Harvie, the Scottish Greens 
co-leader brought into government by 
Nicola Sturgeon, faces claims that he 
breached collective responsibility rules 
with “churlish” comments suggesting 
the devolved government should refuse 
to pay for the royal events. 

Aseries of royal appearances and rit- 
uals north of the Border will take place 
this week, with the main attraction 
coming on Wednesday when there will 
be a special service at St Giles’ Cathe- 
dral in Edinburgh. 

The King will be presented with the 
Honours of Scotland, the Scottish 
Crown Jewels, as part of festivities 
which will also involve a major proces- 
sion and a flypast by the Red Arrows. 

The devolved government has said it 
will be meeting some of the costs. 

It also paid £22,000 for anew sword, 
to be presented to the King, to replace a 
516-year-old weapon given to James IV 
in the 16th century. 

Humza Yousaf has said he is looking 
forward to representing Scotland at the 
ceremony, and has tried to avoid royal 
controversies, despite being a republi- 


can, since becoming First Minister. 
However, the Scottish Tories claimed 
his authority had been undermined by 
Mr Harvie. 

“We are about to witness another 
absurd royal event of pomp and pag- 
eantry at the cost of hundreds of thou- 
sands of pounds ... squandered when so 
many are struggling to feed their fami- 
lies,” Mr Harvie told the Sunday 
National. 

Donald Cameron, the Scottish Tory 
constitution spokesman, said: “This is 
the kind of churlish comment we’ve 
come to expect from Patrick Harvie and 
the extremist Greens. But more impor- 
tantly it’s a direct challenge to the 
authority of Humza Yousaf, who at least 
recognises the significance of the King’s 
Coronation to the Scottish public. 

“The First Minister needs to bring 
Patrick Harvie to book for a clear breach 
of government collective responsibility. 
It’s a sign of his weakness and willing- 
ness to let the Green tail wag the SNP 
dog that this seems a forlorn hope.” 

The Scottish Government said it was 
unable to calculate the full cost until 
after the event, some of which may be 
reimbursed by the Treasury at a later 
date. A source close to Mr Harvie said 
his views on the monarchy were well 
known and that he had been comment- 
ing in his capacity as a Green co-leader 
rather than a minister. 
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Bank sinks 
water cooler 
moments in 
net zero drive 


Monzo scraps office drinks 
dispensers, ending culture 
of colleagues engaging in 
casual conversations 


By Simon Foy 


WATER cooler conversations are in 
danger of becoming a thing of the past 
after the digital bank Monzo scrapped 
its office drinks dispensers as part of a 
net zero drive. 

Bosses removed the coolers from the 
firm’s London office to cut its carbon 
emissions, in a move that could be cop- 
ied by other companies around the 
country. 

It is understood that Monzo has also 
refitted the taps in its office kitchens to 
dispense boiling water, cutting down 
on CO2 generated by using a kettle. 

The move is the latest example of 
companies taking increasingly strident 
measures to reach net zero targets, and 
raises the prospect of water coolers 
becoming the latest point of contention 
in corporate Britain’s fight against cli- 
mate change. 

Water coolers are said to have been a 
mainstay in offices for acting as a place 
for casual conversations between col- 
leagues. 

In May, Jeremy Hunt, the Chancellor, 
said he was concerned that a surge in 
home working was denying employees 
“water cooler moments, where they 
bounce ideas off each other”. 

However, they have come under fire 
in recent years for producing plastic 
and paper waste, as well as consuming 
electricity to produce chilled water. 

In 2018, KPMG, the Big Four account- 
ing and consulting firm, became one of 
the first companies in the UK to remove 
all plastic cups from around its water 
coolers and instead provided staff with 
reusable water bottles. 

Monzo advertises an “open and inclu- 
sive” culture and urges staff not to use 
terms such as “blacklist”, “guys” and 


“elephant in the room” over fears they 
could be perceived as discriminatory. 

The lender has pledged to become a 
net zero business by 2030, saying: “Eve- 
ryone has their part to play in the battle 
against the climate crisis. Businesses 
have a responsibility to act and to take 
decisions that support a sustainable, 
low carbon future.” 

Given that the company has no 
branch network, its carbon footprint is 
already lower than rival high street 
lenders. 

The vast majority of its carbon foot- 
print comes from so-called “scope 
three” emissions, which are created by 
suppliers providing goods and services, 
customers using its app and staff travel- 
ling to work. 

Monzo also offsets emissions from 
business travel via a company that cal- 
culates the emissions staff generate 


‘On such a critical 

issue, there’s no effort too 
small or too big that we 
shouldn't look to make’ 


when commuting and automatically 
buys equivalent carbon offsets. 

Aspokesman for Monzo said: “As one 
of the fastest growing banks in the UK, 
and one with lower greenhouse gas 
emissions than the high street banks, 
we continue to prioritise our ambition 
to achieve net zero. On such a critical 
issue, there’s no effort too small or too 
big that we shouldn’t look to make.” 

Other ways in which companies are 
looking to reduce their carbon footprint 
include supermarket chain Aldi cutting 
the number of lights it has switched on 
across all its supermarkets. 

It comes as regulators increasingly 
call for businesses to do more to reduce 
their carbon emissions. 

In May, Andrew Bailey, the Governor 
of the Bank of England, said that there 
was “no excuse” for companies failing 
to tackle climate change. 
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An office ivy plant potted 14 years ago has now become a 6OOft monster. It grows at a rate of Gin per 


ie 


month and covers almost the entire floor of packaging company Protective Solutions Ltd in Stonehouse, Glos. 


Top-earning office workers convert to packed lunches 


By Daily Telegraph Reporter 


THE number of packed lunches work- 
ers are taking with them to the office 
has risen by 7 per cent in the past year 
amid surging inflation, according to a 
report. 

City professionals are leading the 
way when it comes to packing their own 
lunch as the cost of living crisis forces 
them to downgrade from forking out for 
food from high street sandwich and cof- 


fee chains and eateries like Pret a Man- 
ger and Starbucks. 

The latest data from analyst Kantar, 
published yesterday, show that cash- 
strapped Britons have packed their 
lunchboxes an extra 108 million times 
in the past 12 months - a year on year 
rise of 7 per cent. 

Trade magazine The Grocer said 
there is a demographic shift behind the 
pick-up in packed lunches with people 
in top-earning jobs taking on sand- 


wiches as the new business lunch. 
Jacob Houlton, Kantar category execu- 
tive, said: “People in the A,B and Cl soci- 
oeconomic groups are driving the 
growth. 

“These professionals are more likely 
to have been working from home dur- 
ing Covid, and are more likely to work 
in cities where there have been greater 
rises in the cost of out of home lunch 
options. 

“London has seen by far the greatest 


regional growth in lunchboxes, of 27 
per cent, supporting the conclusion 
that inflation has hit young profession- 
als harder and earlier.” 

The Grocer reported: “As the cost of 
every aspect of life soars higher, con- 
sumers are slashing the amount they 
spend on their midday meals. 

“And there is no more cost-effective 
solution than packing your own. Brit- 
ons have packed their lunchboxes an 
extra 108 million times in the past year.” 


Quality time 


together 


With an exciting line-up of family 
activities to pick from, everyone’s 
entertained at a ROBINSON club. 


P lis 4 


SBABTA 


Travel with confidence 


Please see www.tui.co.uk or the relevant brochure for booking terms and conditions. All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask for it and check to ensure that everything you booked (Rights, hotels and other services) is listed on it. Please see our booking conditions for further 
information or for more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.caa.co.uk. TUI is a trading name of TUI UK Limited, a member of TUI Group. Registered Office: Wigmore House, Wigmore Lane, Luton, LU2 9TN. Registered in England No: 2830117. ATOL No: 2524. ABTA No: V5126. 
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NHS treats more mental health cases online 


: 5 undergoing online therapy receive ‘Jt js crucial treatment, as we know many people, Network, said the health service ‘f)joj is owned by US-based telemedicine 

Third of therapies now weekly phone or video calls with a Š particularly those living in poverty, are “should embrace” digital healthcare Digital tools firm Amwell. 
delivered virtually, therapist to discuss their progress, people with excluded from being able to access because it enabled providers to offer the Dr Derek Richards, head of research 
S 2 many are expected to work through the problems digital treatment options.” “intervene early” and reduced waiting o ortunity at Amwell, said: “Digital tools offer the 
up from one in five exercises themselves. Rates of people experiencing mental times for patients. pp opportunity to help services cope 
before the pandemic Patients are typically introduced to CaN opt for health problems have soared in recent The health watchdog National tO help better, as well as preventing them from 
the programme by a healthcare profes- face-to-face years, increasing pressure on NHS Institute for Health and Care Excellence me becoming so overwhelmed in the first 

i ional, who th iews them at th i hi d three online CBT Services l 
By Rosie Taylor sional, who then reviews them at the services. as approved three online courses place. 


ALMOST twice as many people with 
mental health conditions are now being 
given virtual therapy on the NHS com- 
pared with before the pandemic. 

One in three mental health treat- 
ments is delivered online, up from one 
in five in 2019, and one in 10 in 2017, fig- 
ures reveal. 

Patients with mild to moderate 
depression or anxiety can be referred to 
app or web-based, self-guided cognitive 
behavioural therapy (CBT) courses, 
instead of traditional face-to-face talk- 
ing therapies. While some patients 


end of the virtual course. 

Commenting on the figures, experts 
raised concerns that not all patients 
who needed it were being offered in- 
person treatment. 

Gemma Byrne, of mental health char- 
ity Mind, said: “Talking therapies can be 
hugely beneficial for people with a 
range of mental health problems and we 
welcome any move to make sure that 
more people can easily access this type 
of treatment. 

“However, it is crucial that people 
with mental health problems always 
have the option of face-to-face 


sessions’ 


A record 664,087 people completed 
courses of therapy in 2020-21, up by 
24 per cent from 554,709 in 2017-18, 
according to NHS England data. 

But figures obtained from the private 
providers of online therapy suggest at 
least 32 per cent of patients in 2020-21 
were referred to third-party online 
courses, compared with about 10 per 
cent in 2017-18. 

It means that more than 220,000 
patients are now receiving virtual ther- 
apy every year. 

Sean Duggan, chief executive of the 
NHS Confederation’s Mental Health 


for NHS patients with depression: Beat- 
ing the Blues, by 365 Health Solutions, 
Deprexis, by Ethypharm Digital 
Therapy, and Space from Depression by 
Silvercloud. 

It has also approved another six 
online courses for anxiety, post- 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and 
body dysmorphic disorder. 

In the past decade, nearly 700,000 
NHS patients have been referred to 
third-party virtual therapy services run 
by Silvercloud - the leading private 
supplier of depression and anxiety 
online CBT courses to the NHS - which 


cope better’ 


“Early intervention is critical in 
preventing a patient’s mild to moderate 
symptoms from worsening - which has 
a twofold benefit: economically for the 
NHS, but more importantly, it reduces 
the personal cost to patients.” 

An NHS spokesman said record num- 
bers of people were accessing NHS 
mental health services. 

They added: “By offering people the 
choice of a face-to-face, phone or online 
appointment, and expanding services 
and modes of delivery, more people are 
able to access Talking Therapies for 
anxiety and depression.” 


Closed door Suicidal student 
‘not seen once’ by NHS staff 


An LSE masters he had never 
student took his been seen in 
own life after person, stating: 
mental health “The pandemic 
staff never once happens, I know. 
saw him in Tam just querying 
person, an why my son was 
inquest heard. not once seen in 

Darragh person. I just find 
Spelman’s mental | that astonishing.” 
health “tooka Spelman’s 
turn for the family claimed 
worse” during he had faced 
the pandemic. “stigmatisation” 

The 26-year- because of 
old had begun alcohol use and 
calling people that NHS services 
and saying he was | had “closed the 
the messiah, an door on him”. 
inquest into his Eve Tsapayi, a 
death heard. mental health 

He hada nurse who 
number of phone | authored a 
consultations learning review 
with NHS Talking | at Berkshire 
Therapies, inone | Healthcare NHS 
of which he was Foundation Trust, 
advised to “watch | told the inquest 
Joe Wicks videos | that the trust 
and to keepa did not accept 
diary”, his mother | Spelman had 
told the inquest. been denied 

On Aug 27 last | help. 
year, two weeks She added: “It 
before he was due | is very difficult 
to begin a masters | toimplementa 
degree at the mental health 
London School intervention 
of Economics, successfully 
Spelman was when someone is 
found hanged at under the 
his parents’ home | influence 
in Newbury, of alcohol.” 
Berkshire. Ian Wade KC, 
Suicide notes in the assistant 
which coroner for 
he apologised Berkshire, told 
to his parents Reading coroner’s 
were found. court he was 

His mother, satisfied that 
Carmel Owens, Spelman died 
questioned why of suicide. 


Health service ‘penalises 
patients for living longer’ 


By Jack Simpson 


NHS patients are being penalised for 
living longer because funding has not 
kept up, one of the country’s leading 
doctors has said. 

Prof Phil Banfield, chairman of coun- 
cil at the British Medical Association, 
took aim at the Government’s current 
level of funding for the NHS, and 
claimed the UK was lagging behind 
other European countries. 

Prof Banfield, who has been a con- 
sultant gynaecologist for 27 years, said 
there had been a number of advances in 
the NHS during his career, including 
the equipment and drugs available as 
well as the way treatment was carried 
out. 

However, he said that despite the 
enormous amount of progress that was 
keeping people alive for longer, patients 
were now being short-changed. 

Prof Banfield said: “It’s almost as if 
the patients, the population, have been 
penalised for now living longer because 
the investment in the NHS has just not 
lived up to what is needed.” 

He said the NHS was shrinking 
despite increasing need and pointed to 
staff shortages and the number of beds 
over the past 20 years being halved. 
“If you have a look at the investment 


that Government should have put in, if 
they were investing up to the European 
average over the last 10 years, they’re 
over £40billion short,” he added. 

The 75th anniversary of the NHS is 
set to take place on Wednesday. How- 
ever, the Government and the BMA are 
at loggerheads over doctors’ pay. 

Later in July, junior doctors are plan- 
ning to stage the largest walkout in 
the history of the NHS - five days from 
July 13 to 18. 

Consultants, the most senior doctors 
in the NHS, are planning to stage indus- 
trial action on July 20 and 21, when they 
will only provide scaled-back “Christ- 
mas Day cover”. 

This would be the first walkout by 
consultants in more than a decade, with 
the NHS’s most senior doctors demand- 
ing a 35 per cent pay rise. 

Prof Banfield said the “loss of trust” 
between doctors and the Government 
was the worst it had been during his 30 
years in the NHS. 

A Department of Health and Social 
Care spokesman said: “We hugely value 
the work of junior doctors and NHS 
consultants. We stand ready to open 
talks again. 

“We urge them to come to the negoti- 
ating table rather than proceeding with 
their proposed strike.” 


Overweight teenagers don't 
think they're fat, study warns 


By Ruth Comerford 


OVERWEIGHT teenagers do not always 
perceive themselves as too heavy, a 
worrying phenomenon that could lead 
to unhealthy lifestyle choices, scientists 
have warned. 

The trend for underestimating body 
weight was found to be most common 
among girls, the peer-reviewed study 
found. 

An emerging body trend that ideal- 
ises an athletic, muscular body could 
contribute to them underestimating 
their body weight and being resistant to 
healthy diet and exercise regimes, the 
study suggested. 

The researchers acknowledged that 
several other factors, including body 
image, dieting, changing eating pat- 
terns and migration may also have 
played a role in the observed trends 
over time. 

The study was conducted by Interna- 
tional Health Behaviour in School-Aged 
Children, which questioned 11 to 
15-year-olds between 2002 and 2018 
and modelled trends in body weight 
perception, accounting for age, gender 
and family socioeconomic status. 

The survey was based on more than 
745,000 adolescents from 41 countries 
across Europe and the US, but has par- 


ticular implications in the UK where 
more than a third of teenagers are over- 
weight or obese. 

“Body weight perception may influ- 
ence a young person’s lifestyle choices,” 
said lead author on the study Dr Anouk 
Geraets, from the department of social 
sciences at the University of Luxem- 
bourg. “So it’s concerning we’re seeing 
a trend where fewer adolescents per- 
ceive themselves as being overweight. 
Young people who... do not consider 


‘It’s concerning that were 
seeing a trend where fewer 
adolescents... do not feel 
they need to lose weight’ 


themselves to be overweight may not 
feel they need to lose excess weight.” 

They found underestimation and 
overestimation of weight status 
increased and decreased respectively 
over time - with girls more prone 
than boys. 

Scientists are concerned that shifting 
trends in perception could reduce the 
effectiveness of public health interven- 
tions in young people. 

The findings were published in the 
journal Child and Adolescent Obesity. 


‘Dry June’ trumps January 
for low-alcohol drink sales 


By Daniel Jones 


DRY JANUARY looks set to be replaced 
by Dry June after sales of non- and low- 
alcohol drinks surged last month. 

January traditionally sets the high- 
water mark for sales during the year, 
but this year supermarkets, corner 
shops and pubs have seen demand 
continue to rise. 

Britain’s biggest supermarket, Tesco, 
says sales of “no or low” beer are 25 per 
cent higher in June than January. 

In pubs, sales are up 23 per cent ona 
year ago, and nearly nine in 10 of them 
have at least one option on offer, the 
British Beer and Pub Association said. 

It all comes at a time when sales of 
normal beers are falling - down 6 per 
cent on a year ago, market researchers 
Circana say. 

Increased interest in drinking less for 
health reasons is driving a bigger and 
better range, in turn attracting those 
put off by the “thin-tasting” versions of 
the past. 

Alcohol-free IPAs, stouts, ales and 
craft lagers have been rolled out by 
independents as well as the big players 
in the past year. Tesco alone has 29 no- 
and low-alcohol beers and nine ciders. 

Jess Edmondson, beer buyer at 
Tesco, said: “The current boom is down 


to the number of authentic-tasting 
products now available from brewers 
who are using high-quality ingredients 
and more advanced methods. 

“This revolution has grown very 
quickly in the past five years and instead 
of the thin-tasting alcohol-free beers 
that were on the market back then, 
shoppers can now find fuller-bodied 
equivalents that taste like the real 
thing.” 

Across all shops and pubs, sales of no 
or low beer are up by 10 per cent in the 
past three months, according to market 
researchers Kantar Worldpanel. 

Britain’s biggest dedicated no and 
low beer brand Lucky Saint is selling 
almost three times as many pints, bot- 
tles and cans as a year ago. 

The company opened its own pub, 
The Lucky Saint, in London in March to 
champion alcohol-free drinks alongside 
alcoholic ones. 

Luke Boase, the company’s founder, 
said: “This idea that you have to apolo- 
gise for not drinking is fading.” 

Beers dominate the alcohol-free 
category. No or low beers are brewed in 
the same way as normal ones and then 
have the alcohol removed afterwards so 
that they taste the same. 
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Pregnant nurse bled to death after two-hour wait for ambulance 


By Charlie Moloney 


A PREGNANT nurse bled to death at 
home after an ambulance took more 
than two-and-a-half hours to get to her, 
an inquest has heard. 

Stabile Sibanda, 28, called emergency 
services at 1.llam on July 23 last year 
and told the call handler she was having 
abdominal pain and thought she was 
having an ectopic pregnancy. 

South Central Ambulance Service 
(SCAS) was “very busy” and dealing 
with high levels of post-Covid staff sick- 
ness owing to poor mental health, the 
inquest heard. 

SCAS used a private ambulance ser- 
vice called Phoenix that dispatched a 
crew, which did not include a trained 
paramedic, at 2.45am. 

Kara Mathieson and Lee Brown, tech- 
nicians at Phoenix, arrived in Ms Siban- 
da’s road in Ascot, Berkshire, at 3.llam 


but could not locate her first-floor flat 
until 27 minutes later. The technicians 
said Ms Sibanda was “combative and 
lashing out” on their arrival. 

Mr Brown said she was being 
“obstructive” by throwing herself on 
the floor as they tried to get her into the 
ambulance. 

They “very quickly ruled out” the 
possibility of an ectopic pregnancy and 
decided Ms Sibanda was on drugs and 
had been sexually assaulted, Reading 
coroner’s court heard on Friday. 

The Phoenix crew called the police at 
4.36am for assistance in getting Ms 
Sibanda into the ambulance but she suf- 
fered a haemorrhage and was declared 
dead at 5.33am. 

Ms Mathieson denied knowing Ms 
Sibanda was having an ectopic preg- 
nancy, telling the inquest Ms Sibanda 
had stated she last had sexual activity 
three years before. A SCAS call handler 


had told Ms Mathieson the case was a 
suspected ectopic pregnancy, but she 
told the inquest “she was closing an 
ambulance door at the time” so did not 
hear the information. 

Mr Brown also told the inquest this 
week that he did not know about the 
ectopic pregnancy, despite making a 
statement last year in which he admit- 
ted Ms Sibanda had told them she was 
having one. 

Heidi Connor, the Berkshire coroner, 
said she was “deeply concerned” about 
the evidence given by the two Phoenix 
technicians. 

“Sometimes we think about events, 
particularly stressful events, and think 
about what we wish we had done,’ Mrs 
Connor said. “There are, however, stark 
differences in their statements. 

“I find it likely that first crew were 
told by Ms Sibanda that she was having 
an ectopic pregnancy. The first crew 


Stabile Sibanda, 
28, had an ectopic 
pregnancy but the 
ambulance crew 
ruled out the 
diagnosis, deciding 
she was on drugs 
and had been 
sexually assaulted, 
an inquest heard 


CHARLIE MOLONEY 


remained blindsided by her difficult 
presentation and made assumptions 
about the likely cause. 

“If they had been considering ectopic 
pregnancy, that would have focused 
their minds more on getting her to hos- 
pital” 

Mrs Connor said the clinical govern- 
ance lead at Phoenix had told the 
inquest there were no significant learn- 
ing points that arose from Ms Sibanda’s 
death. “I was concerned to note the 
somewhat defensive approach taken,” 
the coroner said. 

“Those involved in contracting pri- 
vate providers were in attendance at the 
inquest and it is for them to consider 
whether they are sufficiently assured by 
the approach to learning taken by Phoe- 

Ms Sibanda had come to the UK from 
Zimbabwe to work as a nurse only a few 
weeks before her death. 
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The two teams for what is thought to be the first ever women’s match: a London derby on a playing field in Hornsey, north London, with the side from the north recording an emphatic win for the British Ladies 


Orxit looms 
as Scottish 
islands may 


leave UK to 
join Norway 


Residents seeking 
alternative leaders 
after ‘mistreatment’ 
by mainlanders 


By Daniel Sanderson 
SCOTTISH CORRESPONDENT 


ORKNEY is to consider leav- 
ing the UK and becoming a 
territory of Norway after 
islanders claimed they were 
sick of being mistreated by 
both Edinburgh and London. 

A motion is to go before 


row, calling for an investiga- 
tion of “alternative forms of 
government” which will 
include reestablishing his- 
toric “Nordic connections”. 

The i 
graphically are closer to Oslo 
than London, were under 
Norwegian and Danish con- 
trol until 1472, when they 
became part of Scotland as 
part of a Royal marriage pact. 

James Stockan, the council 
leader, claimed the islands do 
not get their fair share of 
funding under its current 
governance arrangements 
and was therefore entitled to 
consider alternative models. 

He claimed Orkney was 
being “failed dreadfully” by 
both the Scottish and UK 
governments and had been 
part of the “Norse Kingdom” 
for far longer than it had 
been in the UK. 

“We are really struggling 
at the moment, we have to 
replace the whole ferry fleet 
which is older than the Cal- 
Mac fleet,” Mr Stockan said. 

“We are denied the things 
that other areas get like RET 
[Road Equivalent Tariff] for 
ferry fares. 

“And the funding we get 


from the Scottish govern- 
ment is significantly less per 
head than Shetland and the 
Western Isles to run the same 
services - we can’t go on as 
we are.” 

He also wants to explore in 
more depth how Crown 
dependencies such as the 
Channel Islands and overseas 
territories such as the Falk- 
land Islands are run. Another 
alternative was to adopt a 
similar model to the Faroe 
Islands, which is a self-gov- 
erning territory of Denmark, 
the council said. 

A motion being proposed 
by Mr Stockan at a council 
meeting tomorrow, if 
approved, would see an in- 
depth investigation launched 
by council officials into alter- 
natives. 

Should Orkney want to 
push ahead with changing its 
status or even leaving the 
UK, there may have to be a 
referendum and agreement 
with the UK and Scottish 
governments, the council 
said. 

However, Mr Stockan said 
an in-depth study had never 
been carried out and would 
be worthwhile. 

The islands, home to 
around 22,500 people, voted 
by a margin of 67 per cent to 
33 to ain part of the UK at 
the 2 ndependence refer- 
endum. 

Orkney and Shetland 
became part of Scotland 
when they were used as 
security for the wedding 
dowry of Margaret of Den- 
mark, the future wife of King 
James III of Scotland. 

Margaret’s father, Chris- 
tian I, claimed he would one 
day pay redemption money 
to Scotland to reacquire the 
islands, but never did. 


Ravers flock to medieval 
cathedral’s silent disco 


By Ruth Comerford 


ELY Cathedral opened its 
doors to 800 ravers this week 
as it hosted its first silent 
disco in an attempt to lure in 
younger worshippers. 

The sell-out 1990s-themed 
event at the medieval site is 
part of a raft of measures to 
welcome a younger crowd 
and to boost the cathedral’s 
finances. 

The Very Rev Mark Bon- 
ney, 35th Dean of Ely, told 
The Sunday Times:“This is 
not my cathedral. It’s the 
cathedral for the people who 
live here. Pm not naive 
enough to think that every- 
one at the disco will then 
come to worship the next 
day. But bridging the gap isa 
very gentle, slow process, 
inching towards each other.” 

The annual building main- 
tenance bill at Ely, which was 


built between 1083 and 1375, 
is more than £1million, and 
the cathedral reli on 
income from visitor tours, 
donations and fees from rent- 
ing space for event: 

Future funding-raising 
events at Ely include Fleet- 
wood Mac by Candlelight in 
October. 

The Dean said: “Ulti- 
mately, it’s a place of wor- 
ship, that is its main role. 
We're in the process of refin- 
ing how many events it is 
right for us to have, so we 
don’t wear the building or 
ourselves out. 

“The building touches 
something that’s bigger than 
weare. 

“And we might not be able 
to articulate what that’s 
about, but it makes us think 
about things in a different 
sort of way. And that’s the 
start of a spiritual journey.” 


eel good about 


 food'to' 


First women’s 
football match, 
and it ended 7-1 


By Ruth Comeford 


ARCHIVISTS have discovered photos 
that are records of the first organised 
women’s football match in London. 

The teams represented north and 
south of the capital in the clash on 
March 27 1895 for the newly formed 
British Ladies’ Football Club. 

According to a report from The Sketch 
magazine, a wd of 10,000 fans saw 
the north side win 7-1 on a playing field 
near Hornsey. The account and photo- 
graphs are part of a collection of histor- 
ical artefacts stored at the London 
Metropolitan Archives (LMA). 

“Nettie J Honeyball, of Crouch End, 
advertised for players to join a new 

all team,” the records 
ractice sessions [were] with 
guidance from Tottenham Hotspur cen- 
tre half John William Julian and tactic 
sessions from Millwall players.” 

Men’s football was then in its early 
stages but there was cynicism about 
women’s participation. 

An LMA spokesman said: “A number 
of newspapers and journals reported on 
the game, largely in a critical or satirical 
tone, but The Sportsman noted ‘I don’t 
think the lady footballer is to be snuffed 
out by anumber of leading articles writ- 
ten by old men... If the lady footballer 


dies, she will die hard’ 


FIRST 
FOR ANIMAL 
WELFARE 
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Ruling puts Ipso in violation of its own charter 


With its Clarkson decision, 
regulator is letting activists 
and Twitterstorms dictate 
what can be published 


Commentary 


By Fraser Nelson 


t10pm on Friday night, the BBC 
sent out a “breaking news” 


notification informing millions 
that ajoke made by Jeremy Clarkson 
about Meghan Markle had been 
deemed sexist by Ipso, the press 
regulator. 

That such attention was given toa 
few sentences published on page 17 in 
amonths-old article is odd, but the 
BBC had cottoned on to an important 
point: the battle for press freedom had 
just suffered a major setback. 

Hacked Off, an outfit campaigning 
for state regulation of the press, 
reacted with typical illiteracy, 
trumpeting: “Ipso finally upholed [sic] 
sexism complaint” marking “the first 
time in Ipso’s history that it upheld a 
complaint about sexism”. 

It is right to say that a bridge has 
been crossed, a defence of press 
freedom trampled upon. The activists 
have finally found a way through. 

By upholding the Clarkson 
complaint, Ipso has torn up the 
previous protection expressed in its 
Editors’ Code: that opinion is not 
regulated. You’re not supposed to be 
able to complain on someone else’s 
behalf unless you have found a factual 
error and this is a clause intended to 
stop Ipso being manipulated by 
activists. “Complaints can only be 
taken forward from the party directly 
affected,” ran the old rules. Had 
Meghan complained? If not, nothing to 
investigate. Ipso checks accuracy and 
protects individuals from press 
misbehaviour - but it was not set up as 
a thought police. It doesn’t judge taste. 

The Clarkson ruling changes the 
rules. As of now, activists can now 
complain on someone else’s behalf. As 


= 


a “A 


or opinion. A hate crime? Then let the 
police deal with it. “While we noted 
the general concern that the column 
was discriminatory towards migrants,” 
it explained to one complainant, its 
rules are “designed to protect 
identified individuals mentioned by 
the press against discrimination, and 
do not apply to groups or categories of 
people.” Ina liberal society, idiots are 
not banned or censored. Anyone 
should be free to utter appalling drivel 
and then head towards obscurity - as 
Hopkins has done. 


Ipso loophole used to nail Clarkson 
In certain niche cases, third-party 
complaints are allowed. An article 
denouncing all chiropractors as 
shameless quacks, for example, could 
be subject to a complaint by the British 
Chiropractor Association. When the 
Daily Express ran a piece on “39 of the 
World’s Worst Mugshots”, Ipso did 
recognise a complaint from a group 
dedicated to the victims of facial 
disfigurement. But these aggrieved 
groups were defined as niche - not as 
wide as a nationality, race, religion or 
gender. To do the latter would open 
the floodgates to activists offering their 
own definition of bigotry and force 
Ipso into the business of regulating 
opinion. Let’s look at the lengthy 
Clarkson verdict. In effect, it’s a 
manifesto of the new rules under 
which the Ipso-regulated press must 
now operate: “Ipso’s Complaints 
Committee decided that the 
complainants represented groups of 
people who had been affected by the 
alleged breach of the Code.” Absurdly, 
the obscure Fawcett Society is seen as 
“representative group” for 
womankind. On this basis, any outfit 
can claim to speak for anyone. 

“That the alleged breach was 
significant.” Why was a joke midway 
through an article deemed 
“significant”? Because of the 
Twitterstorm. So here’s the second 
Ipso principle: Twitter now decides if 
things are significant. It is a game of 
how many emails you can send. 

“And that there was a substantial 
public interest in Ipso considering the 
complaint” - a reference, it seems, to 
the 60 MPs who were baying for 
punishment constituted public 


of now, Ipso is indeed in the business Why wasa strike it down) then it has chilling by Twitter) and demand punishment those referred to. It protects Itis interest. This is a mechanism for 

of deciding if columns are sexist. And ‘ è new implications for every or censorship. Jokes and satire are individuals but doesn’t do the bidding | . politicians to call the regulatory shots. 

who do we find leading the charge in joke midway Ipso-regulated publication, The targeted the most, often presentedas | of activists. This was an iron rule, important So this ruling is every bit as 

this new regime? Harriet Harman, the through an Spectator included. hate crimes. A trivial verbal flourish repeated time and time again. that awainst- | momentous as Hacked Off suggests: a 

incoming chairman of the Fawcett 9 What follows is complex, but it has been elevated to a heinous assault, | Clarkson’s joke about Meghan oO” clear violation of Ipso’s founding 

Society who is doing a lap of honour article matters. The contours of free speech one to be punished with the firing of whipped up a Category-A the -grain charter and (to this editor, anyway) a 

about the ruling. Fawcett made the deemed are decided by such technicalities. the writer. Large publishers panic. Twitterstorm and 60 MPs expressed voices are breach of contract with its member 

complaint (or, perhaps, was used by es ; ; Ipso was designed to withstand the their outrage. Until now, their opinion publications. The Sun pointed this out 

Hacked Off as a vehicle to make the significant ? Ipso and free speech pressure of online mobs. It had, until did not count for anything. In Britain, heard, rules | ana fought every step of the way. Its 

complaint on behalf of all women: the Because Until now, a joke by Clarkson would now, made this clear: if a Clarkson joke | politicians have no writ over the press. challenged failure suggests that Ipso’s word (and 

two groups have issued a joint à : have been a matter between the offends you, or if you don’t like what But now, that has changed. 5 mutation) is final. This has fateful 

statement). Ipso has, in effect, given of a Twitter- newspaper and its readers. The digital | the Daily Mail said about Angela Let’s go back to what Clarkson said. and consequences for every publication 

Harman an editor’s pen, and one she is storm age has brought informal pressure, Rayner or its “Legs-it” cover featuring | He had watched the Meghan Markle fashionable Ipso regulates. 

unlikely to hold back in using. If the where screen-grabs allow a Theresa May and Nicola Sturgeon, Netflix documentary. He was nota big : 

ruling is allowed to stand (a judicial publication’s non-readers to vent don’t waste your time complaining to fan. “I hate her. Not like I hate Nicola views held The Spectator and Ipso 

review is perhaps the only tool left to outrage (the main commodity pushed | Ipso. It only takes complaints from Sturgeon or Rose West. I hate her on a t So far at The Spectator, which I edit, we 
cellular level. At night, I’m unable to up to have found Ipso a robust regulator 
sleep as I lie there, grinding my teeth ridicule and, generally, a force for good. We 
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“The new free trade agreement with 
New Zealand is great news. It will 
help us to reach additional customers 
and see the business grow.” 
Lynsey Redpath, 

Assistive technology company, Texthelp 


to hold back 
in using’ 


and dreaming of the day when she is 
made to parade naked through the 
streets of every town in Britain while 
the crowds chant, ‘Shame!’ and throw 
lumps of excrement at her.” 

Any Game of Thrones fan will have 
got the reference and those unfamiliar 
would have got the idea. Clarkson had 
afew more things to say, like that 
Markle used her feminine wiles to 
make her husband woke, etc. Were his 
jokes risqué? Absolutely. Was it funny? 
Sexist? Over the line? Here’s the point: 
ina free press, no outside organisation 
can draw that line. It’s between readers 
and the publications that they choose 
to buy. The law stipulates what is 
illegal, and press regulators insist upon 
factual accuracy. But opinions? They 
are not regulated in this country and 
have not been for 300 years. This is a 
fundamental point upon which free 
speech and press freedom depend. 

The Sun did decide it was a mistake 
to publish. It apologised (as did 
Clarkson) and the piece has been 
purged from cyberspace. But as The 
Sun is now finding out, apologies only 
intensify a Twitterstorm: some 25,000 
emails ended up being sent to Ipso 
about Clarkson, the most complaints 
ever received by the regulator. 

This figure is of course dwarfed by 
the 700,000-strong readership, but I 
doubt the latter wrote to Ipso. The 
asymmetry worked and Ipso 
crumbled. In deeming Clarkson sexist, 
Ipso has - for the first time - imposed 
on newspaper columnists a line drawn 
by others (usually those who hate the 
publication they’re complaining 
about). “A big step forward,” says 
Harman. It certainly is. An 
independent press regulator, which is 
supposed to defend the press and 
readers against Twitterstorms and 
political interference has just 
succumbed to both. How? Why? 


The Ipso rules so far 

The charter that governs Ipso’s 
relationship with member publications 
makes clear that complaints from 
activists are rejected on principle. “Our 
regulations do not allow us to take 
forward complaints about issues other 
than accuracy from third parties,” it 
said. Let’s take two examples. 

Twitter went berserk when the Mail 
on Sunday wrote about what it 
described as Angela Rayner’s Basic 
Instinct leg-crossing tactics in 
parliament. Thousands complained to 


should never have been printed. But 
Ipso was firm. It is not in the business 
of drawing the line on language, taste 


take accuracy very seriously and the 
Ipso code is clarifying and vigorous. 
For example, a columnist may refer to 
something they heard on the radio. We 
have someone find the programme, 
listen back and ensure that it’s 
accurately characterised. Columnists 
are not researchers. That work is done 
by us. It’s exhausting but even without 
Ipso I'd still, as editor, want that work 
done. If you read an article saying 
things happened in a certain way, then 
you can be sure that they did. 

But opinion? Taste? No code can 
judge that; one man’s truth is another’s 
apostasy. Ipso’s remit is clear on this. 

The [Ipso] Editors’ Code does not 
address issues of taste or offence. It is 
designed to deal with any possible 
conflicts between the right to freedom 
of expression and the rights of 
individuals, such as their right to 
privacy. Newspapers and magazines 
are free to publish what they think is 
appropriate so long as the rights of 
individuals - which are protected 
under the Code - are not infringed. 

It’s important that against-the-grain 
voices are heard, rules challenged and 
fashionable views held up to ridicule. 
Since 1828, The Spectator has been an 
abattoir of sacred cows, allowing all 
kinds of jokes on topics that polite 
society would have regarded as 
out-of-bounds. How many of today’s 
conclusions will now be subject to 
activists’ censure? 

Ipso has worked so far because its 
rulings have been clear, logical and 
predictable, as any decent regulator 
has to be. This lets editors comply with 
its guidelines as we know what to 
expect. But if Ipso has lost its nerve 
and is suddenly taking its lead from 
activist groups, then it’s a whole new 
ball game. We'll be seeking clarity 
from Ipso about the implications of 
this judgment and whether they are 
now in the business of censoring 
opinion on behalf of Harman and her 
proxies. If so, we will respectfully 
disengage and I suspect other 
publications will not be far behind us. 
Or are Ipso’s rules now applied in 
different ways depending on who is 
accused and how many complaints the 
regulator gets? If so, that’s just as bad. 

This matters. Labour’s last manifesto 
committed the party to state regulation 
of the press. Keir Starmer could well go 
through with it. Especially if he ends 
up in coalition with the Liberal 
Democrats, whose deputy leader isa 


‘Ipso has in Ipso. But the regulator rejected all the Hacked Off alumna. The Spectator has 
ff : complaints, saying it did not police pledged to its readers that we will 
elect Sliven | taste. Ipso could not act unless Rayner never sign up to state regulation, no 
SS | l L Harman an herself complained. (Which she didn’t. matter what the consequences. The 
. 5 It later emerged that she was the fight for press freedom may be starting 
G R E AT L_ editor's pen | source of the Sharon Stone analogy.) again. If Ipso has fallen and now stands 
and one she When Katie Hopkins referred to in violation of its own charter, its 
PEKA E ee area ae 2 è migrants as “cockroaches” it was a member publications will certainly 
1S unlikely disgusting comment that, in my view, have some thinking to do. 


Fraser Nelson is the editor of The 
Spectator anda Telegraph columnist 
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World news 


Protesters set £ 
mayor's home F 


on fire while 
family sleeps 


Rioters chased wife and 

children out of the house 
in the attack described as 
an ‘assassination attempt’ 


By Vivian Song in Paris 


RIOTERS rammed a car into the home 
of a mayor in southern Paris before 
setting it on fire while his wife and 
children were sleeping. 

Protesters chased Melanie Nowak 
and her two children behind the house 
and into the garden as the family tried to 
escape, in the latest example of fierce 
violence gripping France. 

Ms Nowak suffered a serious leg frac- 
ture after trying to push her children 
over the wall that separates her garden 
from her neighbour’s backyard and was 
recovering in hospital yesterday. One of 
the children was also injured. 

Vincent Jeanbrun, the mayor of 
L’Hay-les-Roses, a suburb south of 
Paris, said the attack on his family was 
an “assassination attempt”. 

“Last night, a milestone was reached 
in horror and ignominy,” said Mr Jean- 
brun, whois also the spokesman for the 
conservative Republican party. 

The incident took place on the fifth 
night of nationwide unrest, as France 
witnessed more vandalism, pillaging, 
fires and clashes with police. 

The country has been rocked by riots 
after the police killing of Nahel 
Merzouk, 17, a French teen of North 
African descent last week. He was shot 
at point-blank range during a traffic 
stop. 

Gérald Darmanin, interior minister, 
yesterday praised authorities for their 
“resolute action” which had led to a 
“calmer night”. 

On Saturday evening, police made 
719 arrests throughout France, 
compared with 1,311 arrests made the 
night before. 

Mr Darmanin promised justice for Mr 
Jeanbrun and his family, “victims of a 
cowardly and terrible attack”. 

He tweeted: “An investigation for 
attempted murder has been opened and 
significant resources of the judicial 
police are mobilised. The perpetrators 


of these acts will answer for their 
heinous acts.” 

The attack happened at 1.30am yes- 
terday. Mr Jeanbrun said that rioters 
drove a car through the front of his 
home and set it alight while his wife 
Melanie Nowak and two young daugh- 
ters aged five and seven were sleeping. 

The attackers also set the family car 
aflame and fired mortar fireworks at the 
mother and children as they tried to 
flee. The mayor was working at the 
town hall at the time. 

Stephane Hardouin, a public prose- 
cutor, said a plastic bottle was also 
uncovered at the scene filled with a fire 
accelerant. He added: “Given the grav- 
ity of the situation, the prosecutor’s 
office has chosen to qualify this act as an 
assassination attempt and everything 
will be done to find the perpetrators 
and bring them to justice.” 

Elisabeth Borne, the prime minister, 


Mayor's wife Melanie 
Nowak, left, was 
yesterday recovering 
in hospital; right, her 
anguished husband; 

¿į and below, police 
outside their home 


spoke out against the attack, condemn- 
ing the “intolerable incident” and 
promising that “the culprits will be 
prosecuted with the greatest firmness”. 

Protesters, mostly minors, have 
torched cars, damaged infrastructure 
and clashed with police in an 
outpouring of rage since an officer shot 
Nahel point-blank as he attempted to 
flee a traffic stop on Tuesday. 

A Holocaust memorial in Nanterre, 
The Memorial to the Martyrs of the 


Deportation and the Resistance was ¢ § 


also defaced with anti-police slogans 
during widespread riots this week. 
About 7,000 officers were to be 
deployed again across Ile-de-France - 2 
Paris and its surrounding area - last 3 
night, and trams and buses due to stop # 
running once more at 9pm. E 
Laurent Nuñez, the Paris police chief, z 
warned it would be premature to say © 


that the riots are on the decline. “For the 4 § 


moment, we can’t talk about a decline, I = 


< 
= és 
fe} 


don’t think it would be reasonable,” he 
told BFMTV. “We have to be extremely 
careful. We will continue to be present.” 

The killing of Nahel Merzouk, 17, was 
captured on video, which spread on 
social media and fuelled anger over 
police violence against minorities, 
exposing the severe racial tensions in 
France. Yesterday, his grandmother 


‘Ttisa 
milestone in 
ignominy 
and horror. 
The 
perpetrators 


Nadia spoke out against the escalation 
of violence and appealed for calm. 

“The people who are rioting, I’m 
telling them, ‘Stop 
interview with French TV. 

“They’re using Nahel as a pretext. 
Stop smashing the windows, the buses, 
the schools. We want to calm things 


will answer 
for their 
heinous acts’ 


2» 


” she said in an 


down. We don’t want them to destroy 
things. We want them to stay calm, 
these people? 

Nadia also expressed her indignation 
at the fundraising campaign in support 
of the officer’s family, which has so far 
raised nearly £429,000. “My heart 
hurts. But he will be punished like eve- 
ryone else. I trust in justice.” 

Olaf Scholz, the German chancellor, 
said yesterday that his country was 
watching the unrest in France “with 
concern”. Emmanuel Macron, the 
French president, has postponed a state 
visit to Germany and last night held a 
special security meeting with members 
of his government. 


Tourists advised not to cancel 
French trips but stay ‘flexible’ 


By Our Foreign Staff 


HOLIDAY MAKERS have been advised 
not to cancel their trips to France over 
the unrest but to stay “flexible” and 
avoid big cities at night-time. 

Rioting has spread across the country 
following the fatal shooting by police of 
17-year-old boy Nahel Merzouk in the 
Paris suburb of Nanterre. 

The UK Government updated its 
guidance for travellers to France to 
warn of “potential disruption” but it 
does not advise against travel to the 
country. Steve Barclay, the Health Sec- 
retary, encouraged people considering 
travelling to France to check the For- 
eign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office (FCDO) for the latest advice. 

Speaking on Sky’s Sophy Ridge On 
Sunday programme, he said: “It’s some- 
thing that the Foreign and Common- 


wealth Office will be monitoring very 
closely. They keep regular updates on 
their website.” 

Paul Charles, founder of travel con- 
sultancy The PC Agency, suggested 
people should not cancel their trips as 
they would not be covered by their 
travel insurance unless the FCDO 
advised against travel to France. 

He said: “It’s clearly a nerve-wrack- 
ing time for those planning to go, it’s 
vital to keep up to date with the latest 
news because it’s such a fast-moving sit- 
uation and UK travellers are going to 
have to be flexible in their planning. 

“My advice would be to stay clear for 
the moment of big cities in the eve- 
nings, make sure you are not going to 
areas where there is likely to be large 
protests taking place and seek advice 
from the hotel you are staying in or 
from local websites which are being 


updated about the situation. The last 
thing you should do is cancel your trip 
because you would not be covered 
under travel insurance for that because 
you are still able to travel, flights and 
ferries are still going, you would suffer 
quite a financial loss. 

“The travel advice would have to 
change from the Government to one of 
‘we advise against travel’ and that is not 
what they are doing at the moment.” 

He added: “This has the potential to 
flare up into a much more worrying sit- 
uation because of the deep frustration 
in some French cities about the political 
situation, it could easily get worse 
before it gets better. 

“It follows demonstrations about 
pension reform and what you are seeing 
now is a widening into other political 
issues and during hot summer evenings 
this has the potential to get worse.” 


Kremlin propagandists revel in 
‘Garden of Europe being on fire’ 


By James Kilner 


KREMLIN propagandists have 
gleefully presented videos of rioters 
torching streets in France as proof that 
“decadent” Western liberalism is 
destroying Europe. 

The Komsomolskaya Pravda tabloid 
reported that the Garden of Europe 
was on fire with unrest in France 
spreading to other countries. 

It said: “There is no end in sight. The 
Troubles have now spread to Belgium 
and to the previously serene and calm 
Switzerland. Germany could flare up.” 

France deployed 45,000 riot police 
to confront its fifth night of violence on 
Saturday since traffic police shot dead 
Nahel Merzouk, a 17-year-old boy of 
Algerian descent. 

It is the worst unrest in France since 
2005’s riots prompted by the deaths of 


‘I wish France would 
collapse, the weak link 
- and then for Europe 
to burst into flames’ 


two teenagers electrocuted in a power 
substation while fleeing from police. 

Police in Brussels have also arrested 
dozens of protesters and in Lausanne at 
least seven people were arrested after 
shop windows were smashed. 

The Kremlin’s core propagandist 
outlets have said that only the Kremlin 
can protect ordinary Russians from the 
root causes of the unrest, which are 
Europeans’ lazy decadence, support for 
LGBT rights and soft policies towards 
migrants from Africa and the Middle 
East. Izvestia, another Russian 
newspaper, also reported, without any 


evidence, that unrest could spread to 
Italy. “It doesn’t just involve Muslim 
and African diasporas but neo-Nazis 
joined in with these pogroms,” it said. 

The Kremlin has used its control of 
Russian newspapers, radio and TV to 
cheer its invasion of Ukraine and also to 
maintain criticism of the West which it 
says supports Ukraine’s Nazi govern- 
ment and wants to destroy Russia with 
its neo-colonialist agenda. 

Some of Russia’s most insidious 
propaganda is found on its nightly 
political TV chat shows, considered 
hugely influential across Russia. 

On his weekend show Sergei 
Mardan, who has previously boasted of 
Russia’s “natural superiority”, gleefully 
talked up the unrest. 

He said: “I wish France would 
collapse, the weak link - and then for 
Europe to burst into flames.” 


Unrest spreads as riots erupt 
in Switzerland and Belgium 


By Nick Squires in Rome 


DAYS of unrest and rioting in France 
have spread overnight to neighbouring 
Switzerland, after spilling over into Bel- 
gium earlier in the week. 

In the Swiss city of Lausanne, there 
were clashes between police and 
groups of protesters, most of them 
young - an echo of the profile of many 
of the rioters in France. 

Seven people were detained, most of 
them teenagers, after several shop win- 
dows in Lausanne were broken. 

About 100 people gathered on Satur- 
day night in the centre of the city, which 
is in the French-speaking western part 
of Switzerland. 

Young people threw paving stones 
and at least one Molotov cocktail at 
officers, police said in a statement. 

The trouble was stoked by calls on 
social media to take to the streets. 

Swiss police detained six people aged 
between 15 and 17 - three girls and three 
boys, who had Portuguese, Somali, Bos- 
nian, Swiss, Georgian and Serbian citi- 
zenship. They also detained a 
24-year-old Swiss man. No police offic- 
ers were injured. 

On Thursday, about a dozen people 
were detained in Brussels, and several 
fires were brought under control. 
France has seen five consecutive nights 
of rioting in towns and cities across the 
country. There were serious clashes 


between police and rioters in Marseille 
overnight. The riots began after police 
shot and killed a 17-year-old boy of Alge- 
rian descent in the Paris suburb of Nan- 
terre on Tuesday. 

Lausanne police said in a statement: 
“Echoing the events and riots raging in 
France, more than a hundred youths 
gathered in central Lausanne and dam- 
aged businesses.” 

The violence began “following sev- 
eral calls on social media”, police said, 


T 


The number of people detained, including 
three teenage boys and three girls aged 
between 15 and 17, by Swiss police 


and “several shop windows were 
smashed”. They added that “police offic- 
ers had to disperse aggressive, hooded 
youths throwing cobblestones and a 
Molotov cocktail. Young people during 
the night were inspired by the situation 
in France? 

Pierre-Antoine Hildbrand, the Laus- 
anne councillor, told Swiss broadcaster 
RTS that “nothing justifies these organ- 
ised attempts to loot shops”. 

“We are facing people who organise 
themselves to break windows and seize 
goods,” he said. 


JUAN MEDINA/REUTERS 


French riot police officers pass a vehicle turned over by protesters during the 
fifth day of violent demonstrations following the death of 17-year-old Nahel Merzouk. 


Sweden condemns 
Koran burning as 
‘Islamophobic act 


By Our Foreign Staff 


SWEDEN’S government has con- 
demned last week’s burning of a Koran 
outside Stockholm’s main mosque, call- 
ing it an “Islamophobic” act. 

Countries including Iraq, Kuwait, the 
UAE and Morocco have summoned 
Swedish ambassadors in protest over 
the burning, with Iran saying it was 
holding off sending Hojjatollah Faghani, 
its new ambassador to Sweden. 

“The Swedish government fully 
understands that the Islamophobic acts 
committed by individuals at demonstra- 
tions can be offensive to Muslims,” the 
foreign ministry said yesterday. 

“We strongly condemn these acts, 
which in no way reflect the views of the 
Swedish government,” it added. 

The condemnation came in response 
to a call for collective measures to avoid 
future Koran burnings from the 
Saudi-based Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation. 

The 57-member body met in Jeddah 
to respond to the incident in which Sal- 
wan Momika, 37, an Iraqi citizen living 
in Sweden, stamped on the Islamic holy 
book and set several pages alight. 

“The burning of the Koran, or any 
other holy text, is an offensive and dis- 
respectful act. Expressions of racism, 
xenophobia and related intolerance 
have no place in Sweden or in Europe,” 
the Swedish foreign ministry said. 
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Putin on back 
foot gives US 
rare chance 

to recruit spies 


restored their reputations since Russia 


Campaign launched for invaded Ukraine, damaged by failings 
i -1n-9- ion in the run-up to the Iraq war of 2003, by 
once a generation correctly predicting Putin’s attack. 

opportunity to infiltrate Mr Burns also said that occasionally 


Kremlin, says CIA director 


By James Kilner 


THE US is seizing the opportunity ofa 
weakened Vladimir Putin to recruit 
spies inside Russia, the head of the CIA 
has said. 

William Burns said that shame inside 
Russia at Putin’s regime and its invasion 
of Ukraine had created a “once-in-a- 
generation” recruitment opportunity. 

The CIA director was giving the 
annual lecture at the Ditchley Park 
Foundation in Oxfordshire, a global 
affairs think tank based at the country 
house that Winston Churchill had used 
as a retreat during the Second World 
War. 

He said that the war in Ukraine had 
been a “strategic failure for Russia” and 
that Putin had turned Russia into a “jun- 
ior partner and colony” of China. 

“Disaffection with the war will con- 
tinue to gnaw away at the Russian lead- 
ership,” he said of the spying 
opportunities that had been created. 
“Weare not going to let it go to waste.” 

The Kremlin is now reliant on Iran for 
missile and drone supplies, and on 
China for gas sales. In March, Xi Jinping, 
the Chinese leader, flew to Moscow and 
promised to back Putin, a move that ana- 
lysts said showed his determination to 
challenge the US-led world order. 

Mr Burns said that although the 
immediate danger was from Russia and 
Putin, the long-term threat to global sta- 
bility comes from China. 

“China is the only country with both 
the intent to reshape the international 
order and increasingly the economic, 
diplomatic, military and technological 
power to do so,” he said. 

Last week, just before a rebellion by 
the Kremlin’s Wagner mercenary group 
in Russia, Mr Burns had travelled to 
Kyiv to meet with top Ukrainian offi- 
cials to reassure them of Joe Biden’s 
support despite some criticism over the 
slow pace of their counter-offensive. 

He described the failed Wagner 
rebellion as a Russian “internal affair” 
but also said that criticism of the Rus- 
sian military by Yevgeny Prigozhin, the 
mercenary leader, would “play out for 
some time”. 

Commentators say that the US and 
British intelligence services have 


declassifying secrets during the war 
and leaking them to the media had 
wrong-footed Putin. 

“This has denied Putin the false nar- 
ratives that I have watched him so often 
invent in the past, putting him in the 
uncomfortable and unaccustomed posi- 
tion of being on the back foot,” he said. 

But despite his humiliation in 
Ukraine and domestic policy failures in 
Russia, Mr Burns said that Putin was 
still a dangerous man who “harbours 
great grievances, ambitions and insecu- 
rities”. 

“The one thing I have learnt is that it 
isa mistake to underestimate Putin’s fix- 
ation about controlling Ukraine and its 
choices,” he said. 

Mr Burns, a former US ambassador to 
Russia who has been head of the CIA 
since March 2021, added that a recruit- 
ment campaign had been successfully 
deployed on social media. 


‘Disaffection with the war 
will continue to gnaw away 
at Russian leaders. We are 
not letting it go to waste’ 


“We recently used social media, our 
first video post on Telegram in fact, to 
let brave Russians know how to contact 
us safely through the dark web,” he said 
during the lecture. “We had 2.5 million 
views in the first week and we are very 
much open for business.” 

Telegram is by far the most popular 

Russian-language messaging and news 
app. It is also considered to be a far freer 
place for Russians to exchange informa- 
tion than Russia’s internet, which the 
Kremlin tightly controls. 
Russia has branded Moscow’s former 
chief rabbi a “foreign agent” after he 
resigned in protest over the invasion of 
Ukraine and urged Jews to flee for their 
safety. Pinchas Goldschmidt said earlier 
this year that anti-Semitism was on the 
rise in Russia since the war began and 
warned that Jews being made scape- 
goats for local hardship “is going to get 
worse”. The exiled rabbi left Moscow in 
March 2022 and resigned from his post 
afew months later. Russia says that he is 
a “foreign agent” for disseminating 
“false information about the decisions 
taken by public authorities”. 
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Guns and poses Children are urged by Hamas to take photos with its weapons at Jabalia refugee camp in Gaza. “Resistance 
is an image and a memory. Take souvenir photos with many of al-Qassam’s weapons,” said the group on social media. 


Finland to 


sign up diabetics and more women to bolster military 


ByJames Crisp every male aged 18 to 60 must complete ‘We are not consideration for the safety of service, ble and that an individually tailored ‘Our outside of the Finnish territory asit has 
compulsory military service in an army . the government will allow diabetics to approach was preferable. s previously been restricted” Reversing 
FINLAND will allow diabetics to serve of about 257,250 people, including 1N favour of participate in military service and in Commander Mikko Sistonen, chief of national the ban was more of a reflection of the 
in the army and increase the numberof about 20,000 professional soldiers. categorical reservist training,” the coalition said. planning of the training division of the defence is cultural importance of the army, he 
women volunteering for the military. There are about 1.5 million reservists Ə Nearly every 10th person in Finland, Finnish Defence Forces, said plans to said. “General conscription is an inte- 
The newest member of Nato plans to in Finland, with about 280,000 being bans based which has a population of more than 5.6 reverse the ban were at a very early based on gral part of our Finnish society that eve- 
allow reservists to serve for five extra used for the forces. Roughly 20,000 on diabetes million people, has diabetes. Ofthe half stage. “We need to be able to ensure eople’s rybody knows and understands. 
years, until they are 65. conscripts complete basic training of : a a million people with the condition, their safe service also in crisis situa- peop k “Our national defence is based on 
The move comes after the war in five-and-a-half months, specialist train- diagnosis almost 50,000 have Type 1 diabetes. tions,” he said. strong will people’s strong will to defend Finland.” 
Ukraine convinced Helsinki to join the ing of eight-and-a-half months or ll-and- “Persons with diabetes who would He denied that the decision was nec- to defend Diabetics were allowed to volunteer 
alliance after decades of non-alignment. a-half months for an officer each year. like to do military service like their essary to ensure Finland had enough for military service for 17 years until the 
The Right-wing coalition govern- However, diabetics have been peers feel somewhat discriminated manpower to meet new Nato commit- Finland’ ban, he said. During that time, 120 dia- 


ment also wants to increase the number 
of outdoor shooting ranges for weapons 
practice to 1,000 by the end of the year. 
Finland has a unique military, which 
draws about 95 per cent of its numbers 
from reservists in wartime, in a system 
that has widespread public support. 
Under the Finnish constitution, 


banned from serving since 2019 owing 
to concerns over their safety and insulin 
supply in training and combat. 

The decision was made because it 
could not be ruled out that someone 
would suffer complications such as 
hypoglycemia or hyperglycemia during 
service and would need help. “With due 


against at the moment,” said Juha Vier- 
tola, the executive director of the Finn- 
ish Diabetes Association, who said it 
was a “matter of principle” for some. 
“We are not in favour of categorical 
bans based on diabetes diagnosis,” Mr 
Viertola added as he said modern diabe- 
tes care was much more safe and flexi- 


ments such as more military exercises. 

“In the big picture our conscript 
forces training will continue as planned, 
and no major changes are foreseen,” he 
told The Daily Telegraph. 

“There are some legislative changes 
we have recognised but they are related 
to the use of conscripts and reservists 


betes completed their service. 

Military service was opened up for 
women in 1995. Roughly 1,500 women 
apply each year and the new govern- 
ment wants to boost that to 2,000. 

Diabetics are able to apply to join the 
British Army but the condition is listed 
and could be subject to approval. 


Ukrainian soldier killed in Poland sends police 
‘a 4 3 to Belarus border 
impractical French tank amid Wagner threat 
By Sam Meadows Husky support vehicles. The battalion By Our Foreign Staff 


A UKRAINIAN tank crew died when 
artillery fragments pierced the thin 
armour of a French-made light tank, a 
Ukrainian battalion commander 
claimed. 

The 34 year-old, using the call sign 
Spartanets, said that the armoured com- 
bat vehicles delivered by France are 
“impractical” for use in front-line 
attacks. 

He said: “Unfortunately, there was 
one case when the crew died in the 
vehicle. There was artillery shelling and 
a shell exploded near the vehicle, the 
fragments pierced the armour and the 
ammunition set detonated.” 

According to the French defence 
ministry, its AMX-10 armoured combat 
vehicles, often called “light tanks”, 
offer protection against light infantry 
fire. 

“The guns are good, the observation 
devices are very good. But unfortu- 
nately there is thin armour and it is 
impractical to use them in the front-line 
[attack],” Spartanets said. 

“Just sending out the [AMX-10] vehi- 
cles [into combat] so they get destroyed, 
I consider it is impractical and unneces- 
sary because it’s primarily a risk for the 
crew.” 

He said that the vehicles compared 
unfavourably against the British-made 


commander declined to show the AMX- 
10 vehicles in operation in his unit. 

Open-source intelligence website 
Oryx has estimated that three such 
vehicles have been lost by Ukraine dur- 
ing fighting. 

Volodymyr Zelensky, the Ukraine 
president, has thanked Emmanuel 
Macron, his French counterpart, for 
sending the tanks and the Ukrainian 
defence minister Oleksiy Reznikov was 
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The reported number of AMX-10 light 
tanks given to Ukraine by France that 
have been destroyed during fighting 


filmed riding in an AMX-10 when they 
were delivered. 

France promised to send the 
armoured vehicles to Ukraine in Janu- 
ary this year, the first such pledge of 
Western-made tanks. They have been 
in use since at least April. 

Before that point, Ukrainian forces 
had been relying on Soviet-era tanks 
given by its Eastern European allies. 
Other Western nations, including the 
UK, Germany and the US, have now sent 
tanks to support the war effort. 
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Sails promote sales An air display team gives the Amerigo Vespucci, flagship of Italy’s naval 
academy, a send-off as it sets sail from Genoa to take Italian goods on a tour of 28 countries. 


POLAND will send 500 police to shore 
up security at its border with Belarus to 
cope with rising numbers of migrants 
crossing as well as any potential threats 
after Wagner mercenaries relocate to 
the neighbouring country, Warsaw said 
yesterday. 

Mariusz Kaminski, the interior minis- 
ter, wrote on his Twitter account: 
“Owing to the tense situation on the 
border with Belarus, I have decided to 
bolster our forces with 500 Polish 
police officers from preventive and 
counter-terrorism units.” 

They will join 5,000 border guards 
and 2,000 soldiers in securing the bor- 
der, he said. 

Poland has accused Belarus of 
artificially creating a migrant crisis on 
the border since 2021 by flying in people 
from the Middle East and Africa and 
attempting to push them across the 
frontier. 

The Polish Border Guard said yester- 
day that 187 people tried to cross from 
Belarus illegally on Saturday, and num- 
bers have been growing steadily in 
recent months, although they are well 
below levels seen in 2021. 

A spokesman for the force said that 
patrols have also faced more aggressive 
behaviour in the past two months as the 
number of migrants has risen. 
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Hunter Biden uses art to settle child support 


US president's son offers 
paintings worth $500k in 
deal as girl, 4, cannot take 
her father’s surname 


By David Millward 
US CORRESPONDENT 


JOE BIDEN’S secret granddaughter 
will receive some of Hunter Biden’s 
paintings as part of a child support deal 
reached between the president’s son 
and a former lover. 

Under the agreement, the four-year- 
old child, Navy Joan Roberts, will be 
able to pick the artwork but she will not 
by allowed to take the Biden surname. 

The settlement brings an end toa bit- 
ter support case in which Hunter Biden 
tried to reduce the money he paid to the 
child’s mother Lunden Roberts, 32. 

The paintings by Mr Biden, 53, which 
have reportedly been sold for as much 
as $500,000 (£400,000) each, will 
either be sent to Navy Joan or to a gal- 
lery chosen by her mother. Money 


raised from selling any of the paintings 
would be sent to an account chosen by 
Ms Roberts. 

The case has pitched Mr Biden, who 
had been struggling with drugs and 
addiction problems, with Ms Roberts’s 
family - who count Donald Trump Jr as 
a friend. 

The political dimension surrounding 
the case intensified when the Roberts 
family chose Clint Lancaster, an outspo- 
ken conservative who had represented 
the Trump campaign, as their lawyer. 

Republicans have identified Mr 
Biden as a top target to undermine his 
father’s re-election campaign. The US 
president, who has made much of his 
devotion to his six other grandchildren, 
has never acknowledged Navy Joan as 
his granddaughter. He is said to have 
recently reminded aides and communi- 
cations officials that he officially only 
has six grandchildren. 

As part of the child support deal, Ms 
Roberts dropped her claim to change 
Navy Joan’s surname to Biden. 

Mr Hunter, who faced accusations of 
being a “deadbeat dad”, had sought to 


Artwork from 
Hunter Biden’s 
collection, some of 
which will be given 
to his daughter 


reduce the monthly $20,000 (£15,739) 
payments, arguing his income had 
reduced substantially since the figure 
was fixed three years ago. 

A new undisclosed figure has been 
agreed. The agreement has spared Mr 


financial affairs. 


‘I have no 
recollection 

= of our 
encounter. I 
was a mess, 
but a mess 
I’ve taken 
responsibility 
for’ 


Biden an embarrassing public court 
appearance examining in detail his 


The number of paintings involved 
was redacted from the public version of 
the settlement. “We worked it out 


amongst ourselves,” Ms Roberts, said in 
an interview with The New York Times. 
“It was settled” in a discussion with Mr 
Biden, she said. 

The battle began when Ms Roberts, 
who had worked as Mr Biden’s personal 
assistant, took out a paternity suit in 
May 2019. DNA testing established that 
Mr Biden was the father of a child he 
had never met. 

“Thad no recollection of our encoun- 
ter,’ Mr Biden wrote in his 2021 memoir. 
“T was a mess, but a mess I’ve taken 
responsibility for.” 

Mr Biden had stopped returning the 
woman’s messages and removed the 
girl from his medical insurance. Repub- 
licans have highlighted Mr Biden’s 
career, claiming prosecutors let him off 
lightly when he avoided jail for tax 
offences and accused him of capitalis- 
ing on his father’s name. 

Yesterday, it was revealed that his 
lawyer has accused Republicans of fak- 
ing WhatsApp messages in an attempt 
to smear him. 

The Daily Telegraph has approached 
the lawyer for comment. 


Victor Hugo Sosa, 
mayor of San Pedro 
Huamelula, a town 
of indigenous 
Chontal people in 
Mexico, has 
married a female 
caiman named 
Alicia Adriana ina 
traditional rite that 
dates back 230 
years. 
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‘Mistreated’ Thai elephant flown home 
from Sri Lanka for spot of water therapy 


By Our Foreign Staff 


A THAI elephant given to Sri Lanka two 
decades ago was flown back to its birth 
country yesterday after a diplomatic 
spat over its alleged mistreatment. 
Bangkok had presented the animal, 


called Muthu Raja, in 2001. But they 
demanded it back last year after allega- 
tions it had been tortured and neglected 
while kept at a Buddhist temple. 

The 29-year-old, 4,000kg (8,800Ib) 
mammal was flown from Colombo air- 
port ona commercial aircraft for a repa- 


triation that Thai officials said had cost 
$700,000 (£551,000). After touching 
down in Chiang Mai, the elephant will 
be quarantined at a nature reserve. 
Four Thai handlers and a Sri Lankan 
keeper accompanied the elephant on 
the flight. Madusha Perera, the chief vet 


at Sri Lanka’s Dehiwala Zoo, said that 
Muthu Raja was in pain and covered in 
abscesses when it was rescued from the 
Buddhist temple last year. 

Animal welfare groups said the 
elephant had been forced to work with 
a logging crew and its wounds - some 


allegedly inflicted by its handler - had 
been neglected. 

The elephant will undergo hydro- 
therapy in Thailand to treat a remaining 
injury on its front left leg, Mr Perera 
said. 

Elephants are considered sacred in 
Sri Lanka and are protected by law. 

The group Rally for Animal Rights 
and Environment, which led a cam- 
paign to rescue Muthu Raja, has 
expressed unhappiness over the ani- 
mal’s departure. It is now petitioning 
the authorities to prosecute those 
responsible for neglecting the animal. 

A nationalist group staged a demon- 


stration outside the Thai embassy in 
Colombo last week demanding the 
animal remain in Sri Lanka for another 
six months. 

It said: “We did not know about the 
plight of the elephant. We can nurse it 
back to health in six months and if we 
fail, they can take the animal back.” 

Pavithra Wanniarachchi, Sri Lanka’s 
wildlife minister, said Thailand had 
been “adamant” in its demands for the 
elephant’s return. 

Dinesh Gunawardena, Sri Lanka’s 
prime minister, has conveyed his 
regrets to the Thai king over the 
animal’s condition. 


Tourist dies in plunge 
from Path ofthe Gods 


By Nick Squires in Rome 


A TOURIST has fallen 150ft to her death 
on one of Italy’s most popular hikes: the 
Path of the Gods on the Amalfi Coast. 

The death of the 21-year-old Finnish 
hiker has prompted warnings that 
many visitors are unprepared, ill- 
equipped and ignorant of the risks 
when they tackle the walk, which is 
rated as one of the most scenic in the 
world. 

Hiking guides complain that some 
visitors attempt the Sentiero degli Dei 
walk in flip-flops and without bringing 
essentials such as a hat and water bottle. 

The victim, Natalia Vera Wihelmina 
Hogstom, was with a male companion 
when she apparently lost her footing 
and fell down an escarpment. There 
were reports that the couple had 
strayed on toa stretch of path meant to 
be closed because of landslides. 

Authorities are investigating whether 
the closure was properly marked. The 
body was recovered by helicopter after 
being located in dense undergrowth at 


the foot of the cliff. The path has 
become hugely popular in recent years 
and is often overcrowded during the 
summer months. 

It stretches for about five miles above 
the Amalfi Coast towns of Positano and 
Praiano. It climbs to about 2,000ft 
above sea level and is narrow in places. 


‘Every day we come across 
tourists wearing flip-flops 
in one hand and an ice 
cream in the other’ 


Michele Inserra, a trekking guide, said: 
“The Path of the Gods needs to be tack- 
led with caution and the correct equip- 
ment. Every day we come across 
tourists wearing flip-flops, clutching a 
mobile phone in one hand and an ice 
cream in the other.” 

It is the second fatality on the path in 
a few weeks. In May, a 33-year-old US 
tourist fell about 60ft down a cliff on the 
path above Positano. 


Zulu king treated for suspected 
‘poisoning’ ahead of elections 


By Nick Squires 


PALACE intrigue and mystery surround 
the health of South Africa’s Zulu king 
following claims he had been poisoned 
and rushed to hospital. 

Yesterday, allegations that King Mis- 
uzulu kaZwelithini was seriously ill 
were made by Mangosuthu Buthelezi, a 
veteran South African politician and 
Zulu chief who serves as the traditional 
prime minister to the Zulu monarch. 

He raised the alarm after Douglas 
Xaba, the king’s senior aide, recently 
died. “I am informed that his majesty’s 
senior induna [advisor], Mr Xaba, who 
stayed with the king, passed on quite 
suddenly and that there are suspicions 
he was poisoned. When His Majesty 
began to feel unwell, he suspected that 
he too may have been poisoned,” Mr 
Buthelezi said in a statement. 

The king immediately sought medi- 
cal treatment in Eswatini, the tiny 
neighbouring country formerly known 
as Swaziland, Mr Buthelezi added. 

But the claim that the king had been 
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King Misuzulu kaZwelithini, 48, allegedly 
sought immediate medical treatment 


poisoned was dismissed by the royal 
household. The king’s head of commu- 
nications, Prince Africa Zulu, insisted 
that the monarch was in “perfect 
health”. 

“His Majesty’s office decided to err on 
the side of caution... given the reports of 
Mr Xaba’s sudden passing,” the prince 
said. 

The claim that the king had been poi- 


soned was part of “an orchestrated 
agenda... to communicate defamatory 
and baseless claims of his majesty’s ill 
health”, the king’s office said. 

South Africa will hold a general elec- 
tion next year. The aim of the claims was 
to “create unnecessary panic and 
perceptions of instability in the royal 
crown”. 

For weeks, there have been reports of 
tensions between the king and Mr 
Buthelezi, the founder of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party. And a power struggle 
has emerged within the royal family 
over the accession of King Misuzulu, 
who was crowned last October. 

There is a faction within the Zulu roy- 
als who argue that he should not have 
succeeded his father, the late King 
Goodwill Zwelithini, who died in 2021 
of diabetes-related illnesses. They insist 
that another of the late king’s sons, 
Prince Simakade, is the legitimate 
claimant to the throne. 

The issue of succession is compli- 
cated because the late king had six 
wives and more than 20 children. 


Spear returned 
to Aborigines 
160 years later 


By Nick Squires 


A BARBED wooden spear that was 
thrown by an Aborigine at a British set- 
tler 160 years ago has been returned to 
the descendants of the indigenous 
tribesman. 

The Aborigine, known as Tommy 
Tracker, hurled the spear at Edmund 
Ashworth, a farmer in Western Aus- 
tralia, in a dispute over sheep rustling. 

Rochdale-born Ashworth fatally shot 
the Aboriginal man and kept the spear, 
which has been in the hands of his fam- 
ily ever since. 

The descendants of Ashworth, who 
had 10 children and was a prosperous 
landowner in York, 60 miles inland 
from Perth, until his death in 1888, 
recently decided to hand the weapon 
back to Tommy’s descendants, who still 
live in the area. 

Marion Kickett, an Aboriginal famil- 
iar with the history of the confronta- 
tion, told ABC: “When it was offered, I 
openly accepted it as part of healing. 
This is a huge part of reconciliation.” 
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There is 


always 


hope — but our 
churches face an 
uncertain future 


JANE SHILLING 


oon after we moved 
S into our house in the 

Kentish weald, an 
affable chap invited us toa 
fundraising garden party 
held by the Friends of the 
village church. The Friends 
were, he reassured us, 
“entirely secular”. 

We live next door to the 
church - a handsome 
building, “built in the 
second quarter of the C14”, 
according to Pevsner’s 
Buildings of England, which 
praises the “fine big Perp 
tower, better thought out 
than most”. That tower is 
held together by hope and 
wishes, according toa 
parishioner who regularly 
ascends it. And no amount of 
secular garden parties will 
raise enough money to 
restore it. 

Across the country, there 
are some 16,000 Anglican 
churches. But for decades 
their congregations have 
been in decline, so the 
supply of historic buildings 
vastly exceeds the ability of 
worshippers to sustain 
them. In response to this 
difficult equation, the 
Church commissioners 
produced a starkly 
pragmatic consultation 
document in 2021, setting 
out proposals for parish 
reorganisation and the 
disposal of churches 
considered unviable as 
places of worship. 

The reaction to the 
perceived threat to the 
parish system, and to 
churches as the “heart and 
soul” of parish life, was so 
emphatic that the 
commissioners have 
produced a revised report, 
with proposals including a 
“fallow time ... to enable 
people to regroup and move 
forward again once the time 
is ripe”. Decoded, this seems 
to suggest that instead of 
being sold off, “unviable” 
churches might be rented or 
offered to other institutions, 
though their congregations 
would still have to worship 
elsewhere. 

A great part of the 
commissioners’ problem 
when considering the future 
of its portfolio of buildings is 
the part those churches play 


in the sense of place and 
identity of believers and 
unbelievers alike. 

“What would you be, you 
wide East Anglian sky,/ 
Without church towers to 
recognise you by?” asked Sir 
John Betjeman, the late Poet 
Laureate, in his 1974 BBC 
documentary A Passion for 
Churches. Two decades 
earlier, Philip Larkin’s poem, 
Church Going, directly 
addressed the question of 
redundant churches, asking, 
“When churches fall 
completely out of use/What 
we shall turn them into”? 

Even when their 
ostensible purpose is 
obsolete, he concluded, 
churches will be places 
where people come to 
seek answers; recognising 
in themselves the longing 
for a seriousness and 
wisdom that secular life 
does not afford. 

This impalpable, but very 
real, sense of the numinous 
among the secular majority 
is one of the most pressing 
problems that the Church of 
England currently faces. If 
the Church’s vast 
bureaucracy gets it wrong, 
as it so often has before, the 
consequences will be 
far-reaching. Let us hope 
that seriousness and wisdom 
prevail when Synod meets 
this week. 


The National Trust has 

conducted a Twitter 
poll on the correct 
pronunciation of “scone”, 
with options including 
“bone”, “gone”, or “other”. 
They might have saved 
themselves the trouble: in 
his poem How To Get Onin 
Society, published in the 
1956 anthology Noblesse 
Oblige, John Betjeman, that 
reliable barometer of 
English sensibility, 
mercilessly dismissed the 
“bone” option. Though it is 
good to know that the 
question of correct 
pronunciation is holding its 
own among our various 
urgent national dilemmas. 
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TINA: The Tina 
Turner Musical 


Aldwych Theatre, London 


Summer Spectacular. Save up 37% 


Tina Turner is simply the best. And TINA: The 
Tina Turner Musical is simply unmissable. Set to 
a soundtrack of hits, follow Tina's journey from 
humble beginnings to the Queen of Rock ‘n’ 
Roll. Written by Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright 
Katori Hall and directed by internationally 
acclaimed Phyllida Lloyd. 


Tickets from £20 
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Capitalism as we know it has failed. 
Not even the Tories can defend it 


Britain is in the red. The 
only surplus that the 
country now seems to 
run is net migration 


NICK TIMOTHY 


S 


| arry Summers, the former US 


hh 


treasury secretary, once 

explained why he thought 
inequality had risen. “One of the 
reasons,” he said, “is that people are 
being treated closer to the way that 
they’re supposed to be treated.” 

That story is recounted in Hell to 
Pay, a brilliant new book by Michael 
Lind about how the suppression of 
wages is driving economic, social and 
political crises in America. The idea 
that we are paid what we deserve - and 
that the decline in mid-skilled, 
mid-paid jobs simply reflects the 
high-tech, globalised economy in 
which we live - derives from free 
market theory. But it is, Lind argues, 
utter nonsense. 

In Britain, like in America, the 
labour market has bifurcated because 
of political choices and corporate 
behaviour. Businesses have reduced 
employment costs by offshoring 
production to countries with lower 
labour standards and wages, or by 
using immigration to import cheaper 
workers. They have replaced full-time 
employees with rights and pensions 
with part-time contractors and gig 
economy workers. The post-war 
militancy and overreach of trade 
unions, and the restrictive laws that 


followed, has given employers 
monopsony power: that is, the ability 
to lower the price of labour because of 
their relative power over workers. 

At the heart of all these changes is a 
model of globalisation that has caused 
the economic elites of the West to get 
richer, and which has allowed millions 
of people in Asia to escape poverty, but 
which has also relentlessly and 
systematically damaged the interests 
of the Western working -and 
increasingly middle - class. 

Our model of globalisation was not, 
as Tony Blair put it, as inevitable as 
summer giving way to autumn. Trade 
agreements were struck, international 
institutions created, and when the 
likes of China broke the rules, dumped 
goods, stole industrial secrets, and 
used the system the West had created 
against us, reality was ignored. In as 
muchas anybody noticed the effects 
on British workers, the reaction was to 
subsidise low pay, through tax credits, 
or - better, but not enough - increase it 
through minimum wages. 

Regardless of the model of 
globalisation, there always remained 
choices for domestic policies. We can 
see this, for example, in how the 
breakdown between improvements in 
productivity and increases in pay have 
differed from country to country. In 
the US, it is longstanding and chronic. 
In Britain, more recent yet acute. In 
Denmark and Sweden, recent and mild. 

Arecent academic study showed 
that, contrary to popular perception, 
Britain and America have tax systems 
more progressive than in Europe - 
based on the difference between the 
taxes paid by the top decile to the 
bottom half of earners - and 
redistribute a greater proportion of 
national income to the bottom half. 
The reason Europe is less unequal than 
Britain and America is that wages 


themselves are more equal. But wages 
are not the only way in which 
capitalism is in crisis. In Britain, 
everything seems to be in the red: we 
have a trade deficit, a budget deficit, 
anda house-building deficit. Personal 
debt stands at around 130 per cent of 
household income. The only surplus we 
seem to run is in net migration: millions 
have been added to our population in 
recent years, and 606,000 in the last 
year alone. Since the financial crash, we 
have had anaemic growth and stagnant 
pay. Stuck in a rut of low investment, 
poor productivity and low pay, we earn 
no more in real terms, on average, than 
we did in 2005. 

Globalisation is part of the story, but 
so too is the quality of British 
economic policy. George Osborne used 
to describe himself as a strict fiscal 
conservative but a “monetary policy 
radical”. But while a fiscal correction 
was necessary after the financial crash, 
austerity went too far and for too long. 
According to Andy Haldane, former 
chief economist at the Bank of 
England, “this ruptured growth and 
was self-defeating for debt”. 

Radical monetary policy poisoned 
the well, inflating asset prices, keeping 
zombie companies alive, discouraging 
bank lending to businesses and 
slowing the circulation of money 
through the economy. The 
government and the country became 
addicted to cheap credit, and left us 
exposed now the music has finally 
stopped. It was regressive, hurting 
households with less, helping those 
with more, and making it harder for 
young people to get on to the property 
ladder. And it caused an orgy of 
financial restructuring, through share 
buybacks and leveraged debt. 

This is part of the shameful story of 
the water companies - regulated 
monopolies that have racked up 
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We are 
serfs to 
debt, 
trapped 
by low 
pay and 
bloated 
assets 


£65billion in debt, even as they paid 
executives multi-million pound 
remuneration packages and their 
foreign owners large dividends, all 
while failing to modernise our 
creaking infrastructure. 

As with the energy companies, this 
is not just a symptom of monetary 
policy, but a failure of regulation - 
which encourages systematic over- 
reward for investors. 

We know capitalism, untempered, 
can be rapacious: brilliant, innovative 
and wealth-creating, but also 
exploitative and careless about the 
externalities of doing business. Think 
for example of those tech firms that 
profit from and care little about the 
algorithms that send inappropriate 
content to children. Our economic 
pain is sometimes caused by a failure 
to regulate - but when we do regulate 
we often get it horribly wrong. 

From the absurd complexity of the 
planning system to the failure of 
pension regulations that drives our 
savings away from British equities, we 
have built an economic model that 
rewards the wealthy not the many, the 
incumbent not the challenger, the 
bureaucrat not the entrepreneur, the 
rentier not the risk-taker, the financier 
not the maker and the old and not the 
young. We are serfs to debt, trapped by 
low pay and bloated assets. 

Conservatives should accept that to 
criticise capitalism is not to succumb 
to socialism, but turning a blind eye to 
the failures and excesses of capitalism 
- especially the crony capitalism we 
have brought on ourselves - makes 
defeat to Left-wing parties more likely. 

It is often said that those without 
capital will not support capitalism, 
but if what we have today is capitalism, 
it should be up to conservatives 
to change it - and not just defend 
the indefensible. 


Time to act on China’s surveillance threat 


The combination of AI and 
genomic technology will 
hand Beijing extraordinary 
powers. It can’t be ignored 


IAIN DUNCAN 
SMITH 


he world leader in artificial 
| intelligence, China, already uses 
the technology in a range of 
systems, including the surveillance of 
minority groups such as Uyghur 
Muslims in Xinjiang and Tibetans. 
Here, data from security cameras, 
mobile signal trackers, and people’s 
spending habits are passed through 
sophisticated AI software to determine 
their risk profiles. If they are caught in 
the dragnet, the consequences can be 
severe. But it is when combined with 
genomic surveillance that AI’s 
potential becomes truly dystopian. 
Human Rights Watch has warned 
that, within key parts of China, the 
authorities forcibly collect DNA 
samples from every male and employ 


AI to analyse them. This gives 
authorities access to an enormous and 
growing repository of information 
with wide-ranging applications. 

Under the Made in China 2025 
strategy, genomics, like AI, is classified 
as a priority industry for global 
domination by the Chinese Communist 
Party. When considered alongside a 
domestic law that compels all Chinese 
firms to assist and co-operate with 
state intelligence work, it should be 
of great concern that the world’s 
largest genomics firm is the Beijing 
Genomics Institute (BGI). 

BGI is the largest company you have 
probably never heard of, and 
potentially the most dangerous. It is 
collaborating on genetic research 
programmes designed to enhance 
soldiers’ performances at high altitude, 
while also operating as the country’s 
national gene bank and key 
government laboratory. With 
investigations into the origins of the 
Covid-19 outbreak exposing the extent 
of China’s biological weapons 
programme, any state-affiliated 
genomics company with links to the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) must 
face greater scrutiny. 

It is the dual-use nature of the 
genomics industry that makes China’s 
dominance so dangerous. BGI 


developed prenatal tests in partnership 
with the PLA, which are, astonishingly, 
sold in private clinics throughout the 
world including the UK. 

These tests, used to determine any 
abnormalities, allow access to the 
genomic data of both mother and 
foetus. Women taking the tests sign a 
waiver where, buried in the small print, 
it states samples can be reanalysed. 

Possessing someone’s genomic data 
equates to knowing everything about 
them. It reveals their ancestry, 
probable height, eye and hair colour, 
susceptibility to certain diseases and 
appropriate drug reactions, and even 
aspects of their character, such as 
addictive tendencies. The implications 
of the CCP harnessing this information 
and applying AI technology to it 
are staggering. 

Extrapolating this scenario toa 
population level and combining bulk 
DNA data with sophisticated AI 
analysis, China could predict which 
countries would require specific drugs 
years in advance, allowing them to 
control supply chains and gain 
significant strategic leverage over 
international competitors. 

The United States has already 
banned BGI subsidiaries, with its 
National Security Commission on AI 
warning that “BGI may be serving, 
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knowingly or unknowingly, as a global 
collection mechanism for Chinese 
government genetic databases”. As 
usual, the UK has dragged its feet and 
has yet to exclude BGI from securing 
government contracts. 

In October 2021, the Government 
was questioned over its relationship 
with BGI, initially responding that it 
had no contractual links. After a series 
of evasive responses, six months later a 
ministerial correction revealed that 
BGI had in fact secured a multi-million 
pound contract involving the diagnosis 
of Covid tests across Britain. This is 
particularly startling, given that as far 
back as March 2014 the then-science 
minister had identified BGI as a 
“danger point in the eco system”. 

The issue here is the coming 
together of genomics and AI, opening 
the door to a huge range of new 
potential threats, if found in the wrong 
hands. Some of us have already forced 
the Government to scrap Huawei 
telecoms and insisted Hikvision 
surveillance cameras be banned. Now 
we are fighting for action on genomics. 
The reality is that the scale of the threat 
from China is growing. If the US is 
responding to this, why can’t the UK? 


Iain Duncan Smith is the MP for 
Chingford and Woodford Green 
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A new frontier in the 
Sight for free speech 
culture”, which already blights universities, 


I might have crept into banking. Nigel Farage is 
the most high-profile case: he says that his personal 
and business accounts have been closed. It might 
be because he is labelled a “politically exposed 
person”, carrying too much risk and compliance 
costs, and he reports that similar things have 
happened to his colleagues in Ukip and the Brexit 
Party. “No reasons are ever given,” he says. 

Meanwhile, an Anglican vicar was told his 
account would be closed after he complained 
about the Yorkshire Building Society promoting 
Pride; and in June, Barclays Bank was forced to 
compensate Christian ministry groups after 
shutting their accounts owing to pressure from 
LGBTQ: activists. This is a sinister trend, and will 
put many readers in mind of China’s social credit 
system, whereby the state ranks the loyalty of its 
citizens and restricts services if they voice 
dissenting opinions. 

So it is welcome to learn that Jeremy Hunt is 
“deeply concerned” by these stories and has 
ordered an investigation - on the basis that it 
would be quite wrong if banks and payment 
providers deny financial services to those 
exercising the right to free speech. 

Will consumers be granted a right to appeal? 
There might be good reasons why banks do not say 
why accounts are frozen or closed but it is easy to 
see how this can be abused - hiding a potentially 
subjective decision behind a bureaucratic 
“computer says no”. 

There’s a model for government action in how 
regulators have recently been mobilised, or 
browbeaten, by the Treasury to lower costs or 
improve services, from fuel to water companies. 
The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) has agreed 
to report on how higher interest rates are being 
passed on to savers. 

Perhaps the FCA should also remind banks that 
they are not in the business of social engineering? 
They might favour certain causes, such as Pride, 
and find the opinions of certain customers 
unsavoury - but that does not mean they have the 
right to prevent anybody from engaging in our 
society and economy. 

If the Conservatives stand for anything, it 
is for economic liberty and freedom of conscience, 
and they should consider it an urgent priority 
-a matter of party mission - to prevent any 
misuse of power. 


tis extremely disturbing to think that “cancel 


Eroding tolerance 


t any given moment, up and down the 
country people are mixing - at work, school, 


church, in politics, sport or media - with 
individuals from a range of backgrounds and 
ethnicities. Britain is, compared with other 
European nations, reasonably successful at 
embracing difference. It makes serious attempts to 
be fair and open. Recent reviews suggest there is a 
risk that it can, at times, go too far. 

Where discrimination exists it must be stamped 
out. It is deeply regrettable that our Prime Minister 
has suffered the “sting” of racism. But it is to be 
welcomed that he has also reached the highest 
office of our land, and leads a diverse Cabinet. 
There is no longer surprise at seeing the children 
of immigrant families reach the pinnacle of their 
chosen industry. 

While UK institutions face criticisms of 
“structural” discrimination, France may not 
harbour such concerns. The French government 
on Friday abruptly rejected accusations by the UN 
of racism as “totally unfounded”. But there can be 
little doubt its immigration integration system is 
broken. Many ethnic minorities have been split off 
from wider French society. For decades, unrest has 
simmered beneath the surface and, as we are now 
witnessing, can periodically bubble over the top. 

Much as we may commend our position as one of 
the most inclusive and welcoming places to live in 
the world, immigration is becoming increasingly 
politically problematic. In 2022, net migration 
reached more than 600,000. Some MPs are today 
warning Rishi Sunak that a failure to cut this 
number risks eroding trust with the public. 

The housing crisis and NHS backlog may only be 
partly related to immigration, but could worsen if 
current levels are maintained. Mr Sunak needs to 
reassure an increasingly sceptical electorate on this. 


A sobering thought 


Dry January has competition: dry June. Beer sales 
are down; people are choosing to go sober. 
Something to do with the cost of living, you might 
imagine, that we can’t even afford to drown our 
sorrows. But in fact sales of no/low alcohol beer 
are up. As booze fades in fashion, we might 
applaud the possibilities for long-living - but living 
to do what? Without alcohol in our historic 
bloodstream, how many love affairs would not 
have happened, mad schemes been hatched or 
differences settled? As Kingsley Amis observed, 
without the conviviality of being tipsy, “..;Western 
society would have collapsed irretrievably at about 
the time of the First World War”. Being 
occasionally legless has kept us on our toes. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Critics of the triple lock seem blind to the plight of struggling pensioners 


SIR - Given the hysteria surrounding 
the pension triple lock (report, June 
29), it may be useful to note that the 
current state pension is equivalent to 
£5.82 per hour - if one receives a full 
state pension. The living wage is 
£10.42 per hour and the minimum 
wage for an 18-year-old is £7.49 per 
hour. To receive a full state pension, 
you need to demonstrate you have 
worked 35 qualifying years paying 
national insurance, and if you haven’t 
you will receive considerably less. 
Pensioners often cannot continue to 
work, and for many the state pension is 
their only income, as a lifetime of 
low-paid work has not enabled them to 
build up other savings. Surely it is time 
to review the amount we pay rather 
than focus on percentage increases, as 
it begins at such a low base. People 
who have worked all their lives, made 
a valuable contribution to society and 
paid their national insurance surely 
deserve at least the equivalent of a 
living wage at the end of their lives. 
Sheila Powick 
Crook, Co Durham 


SIR - NL Hancox (Letters, July 1) says 
he relies on the triple lock to enhance 
his private pension, which has been 
virtually frozen since transferring to 
the Pension Protection Fund in 2012. 

This also applies to me and about 
190,000 other pensioners stranded in 
the Government’s PPF “lifeboat”. My 
pension has increased by 2.6 per cent 
over 1l years while inflation was 33 per 
cent in the same period. 

The PPF has a surplus of over £12 
billion but is prevented by legislation 
from passing any of it on to pensioners. 
Instead it has, according to a current 
Parliamentary inquiry, “slashed” the 
levy paid by the roughly 5,000 
companies contributing to the scheme. 
Lucky them. Most private pension 
schemes are now in surplus and less 
likely than ever to need rescue by the 
PPF. The Government needs to change 
the legislation to allow the fund to use 
its surpluses to benefit pensioners, 
who are getting poorer by the day. It 
will cost the Government nothing. 
David Leech 
Balcombe, West Sussex 


SIR - The triple lock is unsustainable. 
Unfortunately both main political 
parties have trapped themselves into a 
position whereby they dare not cease 
to continue the policy because of the 
fear of losing the “grey vote”. 
However, it can’t be fair to the 
working population that pensioners 
continue to enjoy increases above 
average earnings when their taxes are 
paying for it. The only solution is for 
the triple lock to be tweaked so that 
the increase in pensions is the average 
of the three criteria. This would be 
much fairer and more sustainable. 
John Marsh 
Sheringham, Norfolk 


SIR - My state pension has increased by 
£600 after tax this year. My fuel bill 
has increased by £1,400. My car 
insurance has increased from £501 to 
£1,201. I have a clean licence, last made 
a claim 25 years ago, live in a rural area 
and drive about 5,000 miles per year. 
Why am I deemed to be privileged? 
Peter Trethewey 

Airmyn, East Yorkshire 


Armed Forces cuts 


SIR - I was alarmed to read of the 
treatment of General Sir Patrick 
Sanders for speaking out against cuts 
to the Army (Letters, July 1). 

It reminded me of similar treatment 
of Sir Keith Speed, a former minister 
for the Navy. He was sacked in 1981 by 
Margaret Thatcher for speaking out 
against cuts to the Navy’s surface fleet. 
Just a few months later the country 
was commandeering merchant ships 
to help in the Falklands war. 

I pray the same scenario will not 
play out this time. 

Mike Thomas 
Lymington, Hampshire 


SIR - While General Lord Dannatt may 
be correct in saying that equipment for 
the Army matters more than its size 
(Comment, July 1), I still feel that it is 
ridiculous for our country to have an 
Army with total numbers that wouldn’t 
fill Wembley Stadium. 

Surely the current war in Ukraine 
shows that troop numbers on the 
ground are vitally important. 

Mike Kelly 


Closing game shoots 


SIR - While there is no doubt that the 
impact of game-bird releasing on the 
spread of avian flu should be carefully 
assessed and monitored, it must be 
weighed against the considerable risk 
of withdrawing the general licence 
(“Gamekeepers facing ruin over avian 
flu rules”, report, June 28). 

At the Game & Wildlife Conservation 
Trust’s research and demonstration 
farm, the Allerton Project, a scientific 
study showed that when the “three- 
legged stool” of game management - 
habitat and predation management 
combined with overwinter 
supplementary feeding -is removed, it 
reduces our farmland birds by around 
50 per cent. Furthermore, research in 
several special protection areas has 
shown that breeding success of 
waders, including lapwing and curlew, 
is much higher where gamekeepers 
control foxes and crows. 

The Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs’s last-minute 
change in policy risks being 
counterproductive, especially given 
the lack of evidence that game-bird 
releasing contributes to the spread of 
avian flu. Closing shoots not only 
causes economic, social and mental 
hardship for keepers and their families 
in a cost of living crisis, it also removes 
these working conservationists from 
the countryside, which could create a 
bigger problem than avian flu for our 
threatened songbird population. 
Teresa Dent 
Chief executive, Game & Wildlife 
Conservation Trust 
Fordingbridge, Hampshire 


Sword of State 


SIR - You report (July 1) that the last 
time the Sword of State given by Pope 
Julius II was used was in 1953. 
However, it was in fact carried 
before the late Queen at installation 
services of the Most Ancient and Most 
Noble Order of the Thistle on nine 
occasions between 1971 and 1987. 
Elizabeth Roads 
Secretary of the Thistle 
Aberfoyle, Perthshire 


Butterfly trick 


SIR - I am guessing that many of your 
readers will be consuming 150ml cans 
of tonic. These should be upended on a 
stick near cabbages or kale (“Plant 
protection”, Letters, June 29). The glint 
of light from the base suggests to 
passing cabbage butterflies that your 
plants are already being invaded, so 
they go elsewhere. 

Isabel Page 

Oldmeldrum, Aberdeenshire 


A vape shop in Liverpool. Available flavours include vanilla, menthol and donuts 


Time for action on flavoured vaping products 


SIR - Vaping has been shown to be an 
effective way of reducing cigarette 
smoking. There is no evidence, 
however, that vape flavours other 
than tobacco are required to achieve 
this. 

Flavoured vaping products are 
directed at non-smoking young 
people (“Headteacher’s alarm at rise 
of vaping among students”, report, 
June 29). The Government should 
ban all vaping products with 
flavours other than tobacco. 

Dr Keith Freeman 
Lincoln 


SIR - Everybody should be very 
concerned that the number of young 
people trying vaping has increased 
by 50 per cent ina year. 

I was horrified a few weeks ago 
when I saw a middle-aged man 
vaping in my local Boots store. 
Vaping is very unpleasant for 
bystanders. 

Some have the same smell as 
ordinary cigarettes, and the others 
have a different kind of unpleasant 
smell. 

Geoffrey Hall 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 


The case for preserving the best of the BBC 


SIR - Amid criticism by licence payers 
of the range of programmes 
available on BBC channels (Letters, 
June 28), little mention is made of the 
radio. 

Though there are accusations that 
some of the content is too political, the 
rest of it is well worth paying for: 
science, drama and general 
information. There is always 
something of interest. 

If the licence fee was abolished, how 
could we get such a good World 
Service? How could the BBC pay fora 
programme like From Our Own 
Correspondent without this 
contribution? 

Don’t throw out the radio with the 
television. 

Jaqui Kerr 
Corbridge, Northumberland 


SIR - During a posting to Gibraltar with 
the British Forces Broadcasting Service 


in the late 1970s, I would occasionally 
tune in to 1,500 metre long wave 
(Letters, June 30) at night and just 
before dawn to listen to Radio 2. 
When BBC frequencies changed in 
1978, Radio 4 was audible on the Rock 
on 198 kHz (1,514.1 metres). It required 
the radio to be placed on a windowsill 
on the eighth floor for the best but 
noisy signal that was sometimes 
available in winter during the day. 
Gibraltar is some 1,600 miles from 
the Droitwich transmitter site. The loss 
of long wave further diminishes 
British reach. 
Charles Foster 
Chalfont St Peter, Buckinghamshire 


SIR - If the BBC stops transmitting on 
long wave, how will I be able to listen 
to the shipping forecast while at sea 
around the UK? 

David Pearce 

Bere Alston, Devon 


Camberley, Surrey 


Deterring speeders 


SIR - I am sorry that Thomas Bell 
(Letters, June 30) feels aggrieved by 
the activities of his local Community 
Speed Watch team. 

Although practice may vary, here in 
Essex all CSW teams are trained and 
regulated by the police. We are obliged 
to wear high-visibility jackets and 
display warning signs while we are 
operating. Vehicles are generously 
over the limit before they are recorded, 
and when Essex Police do send out 
advisory letters they show the date, 
time and location of the report. 

Far from being a vigilante group, our 
aim is to raise awareness and deter 
speeding in areas where the limit is 
routinely exceeded. In our area, we are 
pleased to see a marked decline in the 
number of vehicles recorded, which 
we hope is in part due to our efforts. 
Jill Champion 
Braintree, Essex 


No plates at Pret 


SIR - Simon Usborne argues that Pret a 
Manger’s change of direction since 
Covid speaks volumes about the way 
we live now (Features, June 30). 

Unfortunately, what seems to be 
here to stay is its complete inability to 
serve any food it sells on a plate. I do 
not like having to sit at a table 
consuming my flakey croissant out of a 
paper bag. 

I think it is a lazy form of service, 
and when I complained to Pret’s 
management I was told that, since 
Covid, it was company policy. 

Now, whenever I go I enjoy 
producing my own plate, on which I 
suggest my croissant be placed. I will 
continue to do this despite the looks of 
utter bewilderment from the staff. 
Tessa Worthington 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent 


Bearded AI 


SIR - You report (July 1) that an artificial 
intelligence system called Jolly Roger 
has been developed to deter scam 
callers by deploying a choice of 
characters to “bore” the caller. 

Iam a pensioner with a long white 
beard who has a family reputation of 
being rather abrupt with scammers 
and cold callers, and my long-suffering 
wife is called Sally. 

As the developed AI characters 
include a gruff pensioner called 
Whitey Whitebeard and an 
overworked mother called Salty Sally, 
could you advise if we are entitled to 
royalties from this AI company? 

Alex Scott 
New Cumnock, East Ayrshire 


The elites are using banks to take back control 


The establishment have 
gone into no-platforming 
overdrive, but no one 
dares try to stop them 


TIM STANLEY 
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I fI write about a war on 


conservatives, do you promise not 

to call the funny farm? See, I’m not 
talking about a literal conspiracy of 
elites gathering inside a volcano to plot 
the ruination of Nigel Farage - I speak 
of a confluence of attitudes and powers 
that combine to make it harder and 
harder to be Right-wing. All the 
fringe woo-woo you’ve rolled your 
eyes at in the past decade, the 
no-platforming and the cancelling, it’s 
all gone mainstream. 

Take banks. I’ll brush over Nigel’s 
claim that no one will take his money; 
you can hear about the effort to silence 
him on his wildly popular, award- 
winning TV show (yes, I’m aware of 
the paradox). Consider instead the 
Church of England vicar who, when 
asked by the Yorkshire Building 
Society (YBS) for feedback, told them 
he didn’t like them pushing Pride - a 
celebration of the LGBTQ+ community. 
Within four days he received a reply 
informing him that his internet savings 


account would be closed. It’s amazing 
how fast customer services can move 
when it wants to. 

Aspokesman for YBS said: “We 
never close savings accounts based on 
different opinions regarding beliefs ... 
We only ever make the difficult 
decision to close a savings account if a 
customer is rude, abusive, violent or 
discriminates in any way.” There’s the 
rub. “Discriminates in any way” leaves 
open a world of exciting possibilities: 
the Orange Order? The Pope? Ricky 
Martin for refusing to marry a woman? 
By discriminating against the 
discriminating, of course, YBS is itself 
engaging in an act of discrimination, 
and by its own logic should close its 
business immediately and ring the 
police. But it won't, for I infer that it’s 
not opposed to discrimination in 
principle but to a particular world view 
that it considers bigoted. 

Pride is political. YBS staff 
promoting it are engaging in politics. 
By couching their activism within the 
language of opposing discrimination 
in any form, however, they invoke an 
aura of neutrality. “Come on,” they are 
in effect saying, “only the mad or bad 
could object to Pride” Thus liberals 
take issues that are, on closer 
inspection, surprisingly controversial 
(you should read what feminists and 
trans people say about each other), 
declare them a consensus and enforce 
it in their own, loving way. 

A holdout against this phenomenon 
ought to be Parliament, where all ideas 
are equal and given time. But here, as 
in universities, there’s been a shift 


away from free speech as the common 
commitment and towards the 
promotion of liberal values that are 
increasingly presented as institutional; 
if you don’t hold them, perhaps you 
shouldn’t be here. You can interpret 
this as a response to the expenses 
scandal. There was a perception that 
Parliament was out of touch, that it 
needed to define its values and police 
them better. Under the John Bercow 
doctrine, MPs were encouraged to 
challenge the executive and 
committees were given a new status. 
This is the context to the privileges 
committee’s investigation into 

Boris Johnson. 

Finding him guilty of misleading 
MPs was perhaps a fair cop; drumming 
him out of the Commons, overkill. But 
then to write a report on the people 
who criticised their report was sinister, 
and depended upon another charade 
of neutrality. The committee claims to 
operate above party politics, thus 
anyone who calls it partisan must be 
mad or bad. But the court is 
parliamentary; it is composed of MPs. 
So, it is by its very nature political. 

What a cast of characters history has 
given us to play with. Sir Chris Bryant 
formerly headed the committee; he’s 
the man who used parliamentary 
privilege to accuse Farage of taking 
money from Russia, which Nigel 
thinks might be why he cannot get a 
bank account. Bryant hates Boris; to 
his credit, he recused himself from the 
investigation before it started. His 
replacement, Harriet Harman, had 
previously suggested Boris might be 


dishonest, too - but for some reason 
was considered above reproach. In an 
earlier incarnation, she was a legal 
officer for what became Liberty, a free 
speech organisation. Over the 
weekend, however, she welcomed the 
press regulator, Ipso, upholding a 
complaint against Jeremy Clarkson for 
sexism in a column he wrote about 
Meghan Markle - an overreach by the 
regulator that will have a chilling 
effect on opinion writing. 

For now, at least, I can still write 
what I think, which means I am freer 
than my MP to criticise the operation 
of Parliament. So here goes: the 
comunittee’s actions are part of a wider 
attempt by the establishment to take 
back control after Brexit, and they 
should not be separated from the 
unpleasant atmosphere in the 
Commons towards anyone witha 
dissenting view on, say, trans - or from 
Keir Starmer’s purge of the hard Left. 
Downing Street has gone along with 
the committee, I presume, because it 
calculates that kicking out populists 
will help its cause, which is the Tories 
all over. Do not be surprised if, within a 
decade, it is declared illegal to bea 
“reactionary”, or that the legislation 
will be passed by a Conservative 
government. Penny Mordaunt will 
stand outside No 10, dressed as 
Elizabeth I, and declare that she did it 
“because I am a conservative!” 

No, it’s not a conspiracy, just a class 
of people who think alike, acting alike. 
The only way to understand Britain is 
to grasp that the lunatics took over our 
green and pleasant asylum years ago. 
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To solve kakuro you must enter anumber between 
1 and 9 in the empty squares without repeating a digit. 
The clues are the numbers on the black squares 
and are the sum of the solution numbers. The clue 
pointers indicate the direction of the answers. A block 
of two squares with a clue of 3 will solve as 2,1 anda5 
will produce 4,1 or 2,3. A 4 can only be 1,3, never 2,2. 
Solution tomorrow. 


GENTLE NO 4704 


Numbers are substituted for letters in this crossword grid. In the smaller key grid some letters are solved. Use these as 
clues to complete your first word. This will solve more letters that you can then enter in the grids. Solutions tomorrow. 
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KILLER SUDOKU 


Your clues are the caged numbers that represent the sum 
of the numbers within the cage. As in standard sudoku, 
each 3 x 3 box, each row and each column must contain 
all the numbers 1 to 9. Solution tomorrow. 


GENTLE 


ANAGRAMS 


Each of the anagrams below spells outa 
synonym of the word relaxed. Solution tomorrow. 
ILL-USE RYE 
URDU RHEIN 
BLOOMER FACT 


For today’s right-hand codewords solutions call 0905 757 0134. For up to five extra letter clues call 0905 757 0130 or text DTCODE (leaving no spaces) to 64343. 
Calls cost £1 per minute, plus network access charge; texts cost £1, plus network access charge. You must be 18 or over and have the bill payer’s permission. 
Services open Mon - Fri. SP: Spoke Ltd - Helpline 0333 202 3390. 


To solve this puzzle each 3 x 3 box, each row and also each co 
There are numerous strategies to help you solve sudoku. Solutions tomorrow. 


REGULAR NO 6274 


T 
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umn must contain all the numbers from 1 to 9. 


E 
20 j21 |22 


10 f1 fi2 f13 
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X 


Sudoku Solution For today’s tough sudoku solution call 0905 757 0136. Calls cost £1 per minute, plus network access charge. 
You must be 18 or over and have the bill payer's permission. Services open Mon - Fri. SP: Spoke - 0333 202 3390. 


XBY |TRIPLE HALVE| 4/11 OF 5/6 OF 

MIND GYM 32 | +4 |rsetr) rr | -38 | TT fine |X3.25] -37 | 460% 
No 4oe7 | ANSWER 

117 8/30F TRIPLE) 19 | x75 | -51 BALQFDOUBLENTS% or] jee 

THIS 
Start on the left with the given number 

and work your way across following eigen že leor | ANSWER | 

the instructions in each cell. Target 16 | x17 33-25 An x1.7 | -326| +14 |rrseLr| tins | -178 

time: 30 seconds. Solution below. 
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MS Emily Bronté Deluxe 


Cruise the heart 


of Europe 


Ê raiser from our trusted partner Riviera Travel 


What’s included 


@ Return flights or Eurostar from London 
St Pancras" plus transfers 


Save 
£2, 


up to 
000 


per cabin* 


ATOL 
pro 


@ Accommodation aboard a five-star ship 


@ Full board with exceptional cuisine 


Departs October 30, 2023 


This 15-day cruise takes you on an amazing journey 


@ Free tea, coffee and Wi-Fi 


+ Checked luggage 


from Cologne in the heart of the Rhine Valley to Vienna 
and finally Budapest on the banks of the Danube. 
Absorb some of Europe's most stunning scenery, such 
as the impressive Rhine Gorge, as well as picturesque 
medieval towns and cities along the way. 


Itinerary’ Cologne — Koblenz and Boppard — Rhine 
Gorge and Rüdesheim — Mainz — Miltenberg and 
Wertheim — Wurzburg — Bamberg — Nuremberg — 
Regensburg — Passau — Melk — Vienna — 
Bratislava - Budapest — UK 


ÀQ telegraph.co.uk/tt-heartofeurope ® Call 0330 173 0143 


+ Cruise director and concierge 


2023 city stay option 


+ Programme of tours and excursions 


@ Add a three-night hotel stay in Cologne 


from £475pp 


In partnership with 


IERA 


TRAVEL 


Terms and conditions: ‘Itinerary could change due to unavoidable circumstances, but where possible a replacement excursion may be included, For some departures 


the cruise operates in reverse. “Limited availability applies. “Supplement may apply. Calls are charged at local rates. Lines are open Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, 


Sat 9am-5pm and Sun 10am-4pm. Prices are based on two sharing and are correct at time of printing, Supplement 


may apply for a single cabin or suite, Travel insurance not included, Holiday provided by Riviera Travel (registered co. 
no. 1869298; ABTA V4744 & ATOL 3430 protected), a company wholly independent of Telegraph Media Group Ltd 
Terms and conditions apply, For full deposit details and all terms and conditions, visit telegraph.co.uk/tt-travelics. See 


the Data Protection Notice in today's Personal Column, 


ABTA No. V4744 


“BABTA 


Which? 
Recommended 
Provider 


ut B 
$ MINI SUDOKU 


TRAIN TRACKS 


Lay down tracks to allow a train 
to travel from A to B. Only use 
straight and curved rails and the 
track cannot cross itself. The 
numbers indicate how many 
sections of rail go in each column 
and row. Solution tomorrow. 


A 
K 
A 


on k oa NN A 


Fill in the grid in such a way that 
every row and column and every 
2x3 box contains the numbers 
1-6. Solution tomorrow. 


GENTLE NO 3863 


Friday's solutions 


PANAGRAM 


Create words of four letters or 
more, always using the centre 
letter. Proper nouns and plurals 
are not allowed, and you can only 
use each letter once per word. 
Can you find the 
nine-letter Panagram? 
Solution tomorrow. 


E N 


Up to 8 words - Word Finder, 
9 - Wordsmith, 19 - Word Wizard, 
28 - Word Master, 38 - Word Genius, 
48 - Word Perfect 


HERCULIS 
—GENERAL KNOWLEDG 
— CROSSWORD —— 


——— WINA £25 BOOK TOKEN ——_—_— 


Email 


Solutions in the tinted squares with highlighted clues join with solutions in Saturday's Giant 
GK Crossword to make four well-known words or phrases. You can get Saturday's linked clues 


by phoning 0905 757 0140. Lines open Mon-Fri. SP: S| 
£1/minute, plus network access charge. You must be 


For more information about how we use your data, please visit: telegraph.co.uk/privacypolicy. 


ACROSS 

8 Impressionist whose œuvre of 
some 6,000 paintings includes 

The Cup of Chocolate, The Large 
Bathers and The Umbrellas (6) 

9 A drawing near; or, a means of 
access, such as an avenue or drive (8) 
10 From Sanskrit meaning “bread”, 
an Indian chapati-like flatoread (4) 
11 Traditional Hawaiian starch staple 
made from taro root; or, a ball swung 
onastring in Maori dancing (3) 

12 One’s power of recall; the sum of 
impressions retained by the mind; 
or, acomputer’s main store (6) 

13 A diagram of the positions of 
celestial objects; a chart, outline 

or table; a systematic plan of action; 
or, a secret or underhand plot (6) 

15 The genus of plants comprising 
the honeysuckles/woodbines (8) 
18 A weight bearer or prop, such as 
a beam, buttress, easel or tripod (7) 
21 A woven strip of cotton, hemp or 
nylon as a strap, seat belt or a piece 
of upholstery tape for a chair (7) 

23 A filter such as a colander, sieve, 
riddle or tea-leaves catcher (8) 

24 District with its own church anda 
pastor or priest; or, the churchgoers 
or members of said community (6) 
26 Each of the petals or rays of a 
chrysanthemum or daisy; or, a stem 
forming part of a head of broccoli (6) 
29 Acanal; an edit; an incision; a 
power outage; or, a reduction (3) 
30 Children’s author who wrote 
about characters including the 
BFG, the Oompa-Loompas, the 
Twits and Willy Wonka (4) 

32 Capital of Tuscany; or, a character 
in The Magic Roundabout (8) 

33 One of the names for the rapidly 
delivered jab-cross in boxing (3-3) 


poke Ltd - Helpline 0333 202 3390. Calls cost 
18 or over and have the bill payer's permission. 


DOWN 

1 With sacred symbols including 
dates, palm trees and veils, a 
Titaness goddess of fertility, mother 
to Apollo and Artemis (4) 

2 A tight-fitting corset, outer 
waistcoat or sleeveless 
undergarment, often laced at the 
front; or, the upper part of a dress (6) 
3 An iced drink flavoured with coffee 
or crème de menthe, for example (6) 
4 Name, thought to derive from 
Italian dialect for “little turnips”, for 
small stuffed envelopes of pasta (7) 
5 Italian word for sparkling wine (8) 
6 Body shape; fitness; a long bench; 
aschool class; or, a questionnaire 
or other schedule to be filled in (4) 

7 From Latin for “maple”, genus of 
said tree and also the sycamore (4) 
14 An act of calculating, numbering 
or totting-up; the fineness of yarn; 
or, acharge in an indictment (5) 

16 Centre of an ear of corn/maize 
upon which the kernels grow (3) 

17 Rounds or steps of ladders; or, 
levels in hierarchical structures (5) 
19 Legume, such as a marrowfat, 
served with fish and chips (3) 

20 Sound indicating an incoming 
call on a mobile or smartphone (8) 
22 Surveillance device, suchas an 
electronic tag; a detective or private 
eye; or, a variable-rate mortgage (7) 
24 General word for a magical, 
medicinal or poisonous drink (6) 
25 From Old English for “paddle, oar”, 
the steering mechanism of a boat (6) 
27 A cheerful tune; a jaunty rhythm; a 
rise and fall; or, a buoyant motion (4) 
28 Word denoting a cheerleader- 
style miniskirt with ruffled tiers (2-2) 
31 Any of various birds of prey 
known in Latin as accipiters (4) 


To enter by post Mark your envelope Herculis 13,000, Telegraph Media Group, 111 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW1W ODT. To enter by email Scan your filled-in grid, linked solutions and coupon, and send by email 
to: prize.puzzles@telegraph.co.uk with Herculis 13,000 in the subject field. Entries must reach us by 9am 
Friday. Entry terms and conditions: telegraph.co.uk/prize-terms. Solution and winner's name next Monday. 


PLUSWORD 


NO 407 


Solve the crossword, then use letters in the shaded squares to 
complete the additional PlusWord. A letter in a green square 
appears in the same column in the PlusWord as it does in the 

crossword; a letter in a yellow square appears in the PlusWord, but 
in adifferent column than it does in the crossword. 

There is only one possible answer for the PlusWord; it may be that 
the PlusWord contains letters that aren't found in the crossword, but 
it can always be worked out logically without guessing. 
Solution tomorrow. 


Across 

1 Half-human Star Trek character erecta Soan 
6 Former US president 

7 Sheepish? 


8 Mend clumsily 
9 Half-inch; slate (anag.) 


Down 

1Hoity-toity types 
2 Fulcrum 
3lron__, rust 

4 Line dance 

5 Get ready to pray? 


WORD LADDER 


Change just one letter to go from the 
top word to the bottom word. Each step 
must be a valid word and you cannot 
change the order of the letters. There are 
clues below for each rung, but they are 
notin order. For an extra challenge, try to 
complete the puzzle without using the 
clues. Solution tomorrow. 


SUPPORTS, CLEAR, COAL, 
VEX, TOUCH, BOLT 


GLEE 


month's free access. Play on 


Play PlusWord for free online at 


The Telegraph 
PUZZLES 
Try our all-new Puzzles 


website today with one 


for just £3.99 per month 
telegraph.co.uk/puzzles 


Saturday’s solutions | Last week’s Herculis solution 


Train Tracks Kakuro No 4701 Killer Sudoku Codewords 2 Dic m J Linked 
EEN 7T4]ali le] slolal6 aac EEN solutions: 
RD 6[1/5/3[7/9 [8/4 [2 (Gla NID o HiT wii nje CHIP SHOP; 
SA 2[slel4lelel7 [5/1 fo Fev E CROWN 
A2 Nr [S|P|Y|clA MERE XE RICI ISIE) , 
& 3l2|4|ol6|7|5]18 i] is air e p PIECE; 
> alél1}2[5[3|4 1/719 far etenaame fag EXERCISE 
i J 
: 9(5/7[8/1/4[2/6/3 PlECIOln i nlo liS ha Inik E Onn e 
; 5/8/3791 116 [2/4 u aoa & 
2 2 {Dlo|c|k|s P/E) TEAD |olwiNn) DOWN. 
K 3 4/7/2|6/3|/8|1|/9|5 BOAABOA DA 
1 t{9[6[5[4[2[3[8/7 HOn gouan 
Codewords 2 Mini Sudoku No 3862 Last week’s winner: 
eee ELT Se Hilary & Richard Coapes, 
yefe ohr afa ofle POREN 4191131216171815 | Wickham, Tyne and Wear 
Word Ladder: Pulp, pull, pall, mall, malt, 61 5/8|6j4|7|9|3|112|| Sunday’s [|6|2l1|9|7l3l4l5T8 
mast, mass. 3 6|4|7/8/9|2|1[5/3]| | Sudoku əlals[slela|1l2|7 
Panagram: Vaccinate, venatic, vaccine, 9|5|8ļe|3|1|2|7|4]| Regular 8 7l4l1 2/5396 
1 
vacant, taenia, native, catena, accent, 3|1]2|7[5 [4/9 [6] 8]| No6273 7/4/3lslsl2l7lelo 
vinca, tinea, naive, enact, avian, antic, 8/2/5|9/4|7|6/3]1 Dlalel7l4lalsiil3 
actin, vine, vina, vent, vena, vein, vane, 1/6|9|2|8|3|5]4|7 Blol7lelalilal4le2 
vain, tine, nite, nice, neat, nave, etna, Anagrams 7/3/4/1/6/5/8/2\9 311/8l4iglel2i715 
cine, cent, cant, cane, anti, ante, anta, 1. Celluloid 
acne. 2. Epoxy resin Today’s Mind Gym 7|/5|9|2|1/8|6|3|4 
3. Polyurethane Beginner: 45 Intermediate: 85 Advanced: 38 4jej2|3j5|7|9j8|1 
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Home sellers 
cut prices as 


mortgage 
crisis hits 


Third of properties listed 
for sale are discounted — 
and retail insolvencies also 
reach highest in a decade 


By Melissa Lawford 


PROPERTY sellers are being forced 
to slash asking prices in droves as the 
housing market struggles under the 
weight of surging borrowing costs. 

A third of all homes for sale in the 
fourth week of June were listed with 
discounts on their asking prices - up 
from 18pc in the same week a year 
earlier and even higher than during the 
Covid crisis, according to Rightmove. 

It came as separate data revealed that 
retail insolvencies had surged almost 
60pc to the highest level for a decade as 
rising borrowing costs inflict a toll on 
the struggling high street. 

The jump in house price cuts corre- 
sponds directly with a doubling of mort- 
gage rates, with the average two-year 
fixed-rate loan rising from 3.25pc in 
June 2022 to 6.39pc on Friday, accord- 
ing to Moneyfacts. 

This means that the monthly cost ofa 
typical £200,000 loan has risen by 
£362 in the past year. Over the course of 
a two-year fix, this total extra cost 
amounts to nearly £9,000. 

The Rightmove data are likely to send 
a fresh chill through the market as 
agents brace for a slump in activity and 
prices. The market is already suffering, 
with the average selling price down 
3.5pc in the year to June at £262,239, 
according to Nationwide. 

Matt Johnson, of Johns & Co based in 
London, said some of his vendors were 
being forced to cut asking prices by 
10pc in order to secure a deal. His cli- 
ents have cut prices on 160 properties in 
the past two months, up from 51 in the 
first two months of the year. 

Some buy-to-let investors are moti- 
vated to make quick sales because 


mortgage rate rises have hit their profit 
margins, Mr Johnson added. He said: 
“We have seen more people take a bit of 
ahit on their price because their view is 
now that the investment doesn’t make 
as good sense as it had done previously.” 

Meanwhile, analysis by the law firm 
RPC showed that 1,942 retail businesses 
have gone bust in the past 12 months, up 
56pc from the previous year. Among the 
most high-profile failures were Jules 
and Made.com, with both brands ulti- 
mately acquired by bigger rivals. 

The share of homes for sale with dis- 
counts is now higher than before the 
Covid pandemic began. In the same 
week in June 2019, 32pc of homes listed 
for sale had their prices reduced. 

Mike Staton, of Staton Mortgages in 
Nottinghamshire, said there is also a 
huge difference between advertised 


£362 


Rise in the monthly cost of a typical 
£200,000 mortgage in the past year, 
according to Moneyfacts 


prices and those that sellers are actually 
able to achieve - even after a cut. 

Mr Staton blamed “ridiculous mar- 
keting valuations” for unrealistic prices 
that do not reflect the current state of 
the market. He said: “Many vendors 
still believe it’s 2018, while buyers 
think it’s 2008. We have seen a lot of 
down valuations.” 

In one case, a mortgage lender down- 
graded a property’s value by £38,000 
from its agreed sale price, Mr Staton 
added. Simon Barry, of Harrods Estates, 
a London agent, said that the worst of 
the blow of rate rises is still yet to hit, as 
homeowners come to the end of their 
fixed-rate mortgage deals. 

He said: “At the top of the market 
we are going to see people shuffling 
assets around and paying their mort- 
gages down.” 


SIPA US/ALAMY 


Ships to transport liquefied petroleum gas, and bulk carriers, under construction in the shipyard at 
Taicang Port in Suzhou, Jiangsu, China. Russia more than doubled its LPG exports to the communist country last year. 


Tesla breaks delivery records as Musk faces Twitter storm 


By Alexa Phillips 


TESLA delivered a record number of 
vehicles in the second quarter of this 
year after slashing prices in an effort to 
stoke demand. 

The carmaker, run by tech billionaire 
Elon Musk, handed over 466,000 vehi- 
cles in the three months to June. 

Analysts had expected Tesla to 
deliver 445,000 cars, according to 
polling by Refinitiv. 

It came as Mr Musk battled fresh con- 
troversy at Twitter, another of his busi- 
nesses, after limiting the number of 
tweets that can be viewed to 10,000 per 


day for paying users and a maximum of 
1,000 for others. 

Mr Musk sought to defend the deci- 
sion by claiming it would help people 
disconnect from the internet, writing: 
“You awake from a deep trance, step 
away from the phone to see your friends 
& family.” 

Tesla has nearly doubled its numbers 
since a year ago, when it delivered 
254,695 vehicles. 

The world’s most valuable automaker 
is expected to hit record sales again in 
China, its second biggest market after 
North America. Tesla has been fending 
off stiff competition in China from 


market leader BYD. The company 
said total production rose 86pc in the 
past year. 

Earlier this year, Tesla cut its global 
prices by up to 20pc after missing Wall 
Street delivery estimates for 2022. 

Discounts for vehicles in inventory 
were raised to a range of $1,600 (£1,260) 
to $7,500 and all Model 3s were made 
eligible for full federal tax credits of 
$7,500 starting in June in the US. 

Tesla delivered 446,915 Model 3 com- 
pact cars and Model Y sports utility 
vehicles, as well as 19,225 of its Model S 
and Model X premium vehicles. Deliv- 
eries are closely monitored by markets 


as they represent the closest indicator 
of sales. 

Mr Musk visited China at the end of 
May as the country becomes an increas- 
ing area of focus for Tesla’s expansion. 

In a whirlwind two-day trip, he 
met senior Chinese government offi- 
cials including the highest-ranking 
vice premier. 

Photos of his visit to Tesla’s Shanghai 
factory - the automaker’s biggest 
production hub - show him holding up 
a “Giga Shanghai” sign alongside 
hundreds of employees. 


Twitter analysis: Page 19 


Google heralds leap in quantum tech 


By James Titcomb 


GOOGLE has developed a 
quantum computer that 
instantly makes calculations, 


is “beyond the capabilities 
of existing classical super- 
computers”. 

Proponents of quantum 
computers say the technol- 


rity priority. Four years 
ago, Google claimed to be 
the first company to achieve 
“quantum supremacy” - a 
milestone when quantum 


THERES NOTHING LIKE 


—C) {TEST CRICKET IS TAE UCTIMATE 
aoe FORM OF THE GAME... 


AN ASHES SUMMER | | TOWARDS SHORTER FORMATS LIKE TWENTY /20 

TO REMIND ONE THAT | | AND THE HUNDRED, WHICH SUPPOSEDLY 
REFLECTS DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS AND 

CHANGING SOCIAL AND WORKING PATTERNS. 


EE 


OVER RECENT YEARS THERES BEEN A MOVE 


which would take existing 
supercomputers 47 years. 
The company said the break- 
through established beyond 
doubt that the experimental 
machines can outperform 
conventional rivals. 

A paper from researchers 
at Google claims that the 
company’s latest technology 


ogy, which relies on the 
peculiar states of quantum 
physics, can create hugely 
powerful machines able to 
battle climate change and 
create breakthrough drugs. 
However, they also 
threaten to undermine 
today’s encryption systems, 
making them a national secu- 


AUTOMATIC 


S 


computers surpass existing 
machines. 

The company’s new paper 
- Phase Transition in Ran- 
dom Circuit Sampling - pub- 
lished on the open access 
science website ArXiv, dem- 
onstrates the latest device is 
241 million times more pow- 
erful than the 2019 machine. 
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IT SEEMS THAT PEOPLE HAVE SHORTER Tf ER, NO: OF A WORKING WEEK, WAICH 
ATTENTION SPANS THESE DAYS, ARE 
UNABLE To FOLUS ON LONGER-TERM 
PROCESSES AND DON'T HAVE THE 
MENTAL STAMINA To DEVOTE THEM- 


1S WHY EVERYONE Now WORKS FROM 
HOME ON A FRIDAY AND MONDAY, BUT 
TS PERFECT FoR WATCHING TEST CRICKET. 
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AI chatbots 
have made 
everything 
worse 


Instead of transforming the 
economy, ChatGPT knock-offs are 
flooding the world with spam as 
bot operators have few scruples 


negligent, but they don’t hold a candle to 

“big tech”. In the digital world, we’re 
facing a different kind of sewage crisis: rather 
than swimming in physical excrement, we’re 
drowning in a tsunami of the digital stuff. 

Spam and fakery is everywhere. Amazon 
last week removed a host of books from its 
online store. They weren’t real books, but 
artefacts mass produced by generative 
artificial intelligence. For example, one 
e-book was called Apricot bar code architecture, 
Vice News reported. 

One very human author of children’s books 
estimated that 81 of the 100 best-selling e-books 
in the category of “teen and young adult 
contemporary romance” were Al-generated 
junk. Many had AI-generated covers. And 
underneath, you could read Al-generated 
reviews praising them. 

“Spamageddon” is easy to explain. Public 
open information systems rely on trust, and the 
AI bot operators have very few scruples. 
Generative AI has handed them a new tool 
that dramatically lowers the cost of mass 
producing very low-quality material. This is 
more than a nuisance for book authors, because 
the fake e-books drain the pool of royalties that 
Kindle Unlimited makes available for genuine 
e-book consumption. 

The Verge, a technology site, warned last 
week of the damage to “whole swathes of the 
web that most of us find useful - from product 
reviews to recipe blogs, hobbyist homepages, 
news outlets and wikis”. 

When I first said in February that digital 
pollution would be the main consequence of 
generative AI - and not misinformation, or mass 
unemployment - its enthusiasts were dismissive. 
Back then, there was talk that an Al-powered 
“fourth industrial revolution” would transform 
economic growth. An investment bubble has 
inevitably followed, with Thomson Reuters 
paying a tidy $650m (£512m) for Casetext, a 
10-year-old legal software company, which only 
launched an AI bot for lawyers a few weeks ago. 

Real examples of generative AI helping 
productivity are still hard to 
find. Generative AI is 


O ur water companies may be greedy and 


‘We have a 


L fundamentally a word 
tool for completion tool that has no 
gene rati ng understanding of the 


material it is handling. It 
also has a tendency to make 
stuff up. As The Verge 
explained, it’s creating “a 
massive game of AI 
misinformation telephone, 
in which chatbots are 
unable to gauge reliable 
news sources, misread stories about themselves, 
and misreport on their own capabilities”. 

Nevertheless, I can confirm I have finally 
found one real-world example. Unfortunately, 
it’s being used for search engine optimisation 
(SEO) to generate low-quality blogs cheaply, 
funnelling internet traffic to a niche commerce 
site. This is legal, but conceptually not so 
dissimilar to the e-book trickery. SEO only exists 
because of a flaw in how search engines work 
that’s very difficult to remedy. 

I’ve spoken to software development 
managers who hope to employ fewer coders, 
with generative AI bots overseen by a human 
“code editor”, a new role, to catch the bugs. But 
these are still in the pilot phase. And as one told 
me, good coders aren’t exactly expensive today 
-just cast your net worldwide. 

“AI was, and is, overhyped. We were 
promised self-driving cars and cures for 
cancer, and we ended up with splashy tools 
for image generation,” wrote Ben Recht, 
professor of machine learning at the 
University of California, Berkeley, shortly before 
the release of ChatGPT. 

Yet, even if the hallucinations are fixed, and 
some productivity gains are finally realised, then 
the pollution problems remain. We have gifted 
the world a tool for generating lots of what we 
don’t want, very cheaply. 

So where is the Government in all this? It’s 
making everything worse. 

Parents are already furious that schools may 
allow pupils to submit course assessments 
written by chatbots. Cambridge University 
researcher Sam Gilbert found that homework is 
the No2 use of ChatGPT. 

A divide is opening up between the private 
sector and Oxbridge, who are mostly strict on 
banning AI, and the state sector, where many 
teachers are more permissive. 

Gillian Keegan, the Education Secretary, 
went further in May, suggesting that chatbots 
could even mark exam papers. Perhaps she 
wanted to wind up the teaching unions, but 
there’s no evidence generative AI can do 
marking reliably. 

Only last week, in new guidance for civil 
servants, the Cabinet Office warned that 
“false information can appear at any point 
and all facts and assertions must be 
cross-checked, no matter how authoritatively 
they appear to be presented”. 

OpenAI has announced it is opening a 
London office to lobby policymakers more 
effectively. It should not find that very difficult. 
The Government is so keen to be loved by 
Silicon Valley, it is handing an outsized role in 
regulating the sector to the companies 
responsible for the pollution themselves. 

That might sound familiar. Ofwat and the 
Environment Agency played a role in letting 
water companies drain our aquifers and pollute 
our beaches and rivers - and now we're inviting 
the digital pollution companies to govern 
themselves. With foxes guarding the hen house, 
what could possibly go wrong? 
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UK can avoid economic oblivion by 
cutting ministerial interference 
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We can break out of our 
low-growth trap with the 
right policies, despite what 
the pessimists are saying 


ews about the economy 
\ continues to be dominated by 
the problems of getting inflation 
down - hence the focus on wage rises, 
interest rates and house prices. 

Yet there is also a wider agenda. Just 
about everything that we hope for in 
society depends upon faster economic 
growth. But how to achieve it? 

There is currently widespread 
pessimism that anything can be done. 
Apparently, we are destined to carry 
on with pitifully low growth and 
hence only meagre increases in the 
average standard of living. 

Of course, some people regard this 
as a blessing. The anti-growthers, 
however, are in a decided minority. 
Most people want to be better off and 
they want others in society to be so 
also. But how? 

This is not just a British problem. 
Over the last decade anda half, the 
rate of growth of productivity has 
slowed across the world. Many 
distinguished economists believe 
that the peculiarity is not so much 
the recent phase of slow growth 
but rather the phase of rapid growth 
that we enjoyed for most of the 
post-war period. They believe that 
we have just about exhausted the 
scope for transformational 


technological improvement. 

What technological development does 
now is to add various new consumer 
gizmos that entertain (and distract) us, 
but without ringing a fundamental 
improvement in productive capacity. I 
strongly disagree with this view. 

There is also a British aspect to this 
question. Our productivity 
performance is especially poor. As it 
happens, we seem to be well placed 
for the future, given our strong 
positions in artificial intelligence, the 
bio-sciences and the creative 
industries. It is possible that our 
strong positions here will so lift our 
overall economic performance that 
we are able to correct our obvious 
failings in a host of other areas, or 
that the continuing ill-effects of 
these failings are outweighed by 
our success in these industries of 
the future. 

There is another possibility, 
though, namely that these other 
failings - in housing, the NHS, 
transport, education, taxation, crime, 
inadequate business investment - end 
up swamping our advantages in the 
industries of the future so that we do 
not see much progress overall. 

I understand the widespread 
pessimism. The underlying problems 
of our economy can easily seem 
daunting. And yet countries can 
sometimes manage transformations. 

In the last 50 years, the leading 
examples are Asian countries that 
have undergone a development 
surge as they industrialised and took a 
full part in the world economy - 
China, Korea and Taiwan - or others 
nearer home, such as Poland, that 
recovered from the ravages of 
communism. Admittedly, the UK has a 
very different starting position. It is an 
already developed economy, highly 


advanced in many ways. Its challenge 
is how to recover its mojo. 

In his book, The Rise and Decline of 
Nations, the economist Mancur Olson 
argued that economically successful 
countries are always in danger of 
slipping back as their very success 
causes institutional structures to 
ossify and they become less capable of 
dealing with difficulties or seizing 
new opportunities. 

To prevent this, he argued, every so 
often they need a profound shock of 
the sort that is often provided by 
defeat in war. 

Two good examples of this are 
Germany and Japan. In both 
countries, defeat in the Second World 
War brought a complete restructuring 
of not only the economy but also of 
society. By contrast, the UK was 
hobbled by, not just the costs of the 
war, but also the burdens of victory. 

In fact, we did have an Olsonian 
moment somewhat later. We 
experienced the equivalent of defeat 
in war during the 1970s, when it 
seemed that the UK had become 
ungovernable. That made possible the 
radical reforms of Margaret Thatcher 
during the 1980s. 

Like her or loathe her, you cannot 
but be awed by the radicalism of her 
governments. She set out to arrest 
and reverse Britain’s economic 
decline. And, for a time at least, 
she succeeded. 

The secret of her success was 
more than just boldness. She, and 
the people around her, had ideas that 
had been hammered out in 
opposition. And they had thought 
about sequencing. 

They wanted to reduce taxes 
radically but they realised this could 
not be done immediately. Reducing 
inflation and putting the public 


“You do not 
needa 
detailed 
plan - 

no one 
planned the 
Industrial 
Revolution’ 


finances on a sounder footing had to 
come first - although they did manage 
a downpayment on structural tax 
reform even in the 1979 budget, 

when they cut the top tax rate from 
83pc to 6Opc and increased VAT 

from 8pc to 15pc. 

Circumstances are different now 
and we cannot simply copy the 
example of the Thatcher years, even 
if we want to. Nevertheless, there 
are things that we can learn from 
that experience. 

To achieve faster economic 
growth you do not necessarily need 
a detailed plan. After all, no one 
planned the Industrial Revolution in 
the 19th century. 

But in today’s world, you do need 
astrategy, even ifit is the one 
adopted by Hong Kong during its long 
period of rapid economic growth - 
namely to minimise interference by 
ministers in the workings of the 
market and to make government as 
efficient as possible. 

We will need to do more than that, 
not least because the influence of the 
state is already huge across all the 
failing aspects of the economy. But 
what to do? And in what sequence? 

Answering these questions is the 
task I have taken on in agreeing to 
head up a new unit at Policy 
Exchange, the think tank, to analyse 
our economic under-performance and 
to develop a policy programme to 
boost the UK’s productivity. 

I know this is ambitious, but it 
seems to me that it is crying out to 
be done. Accepting our country’s 
slide into mediocrity is simply not 
good enough. 


Roger Bootle is senior independent 
adviser to Capital Economics. 
roger.bootle@capitaleconomics.com 
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Artist blacksmith Kev Paxton with his latest commission - the Raging Bull for supercar manufacturer Lamborghini. He is 
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using the flame to relax the metal of the sculpture before polishing to a fine finish at his smithy on a farm near Edinburgh. 


Companies risk alienating people with their petty rules 


ASK JOHN 


Straight-talking, common 
sense from the front line 
of management 


Irecently read about an airline 

weighing passengers before 
boarding to ensure planes had 
enough fuel. While I would 
obviously prefer this to dropping out 
of the sky midway across the 
Atlantic, I feel certain there must be 
a less intrusive way of making such 
measurements. The checks were 
voluntary, but don’t companies 
risk alienating customers with this 
sort of approach? 


There are times when the pilot 

needs to know how much weight 
they are carrying. Passengers 
constitute a significant proportion of 
the load - but there are more tactful 
ways to discover someone’s weight. 

I’m reminded of the first time my 

late wife, Alex, was stopped for 
speeding. When the policeman, while 
filling in his form, asked, “How old are 
you?”, Alex replied, “I’m not prepared 
to tell you,” and received the response, 


“You have to -it’s the law.” After this 
conversation had been repeated three 
times, Alex said, “Tell you what, if you 
tell me your age, Ill tell you mine.” 
“TIm 24,” said the officer and got the 
answer he needed. He would have 
saved time if he had simply asked Alex 
for her date of birth. 

Perhaps it would have been better if 
the airline had asked passengers to 
reveal their weight by completing an 
innocent multiple-choice 
questionnaire or asked them to go on 
the scales together with their luggage, 
thus keeping their body weight 
confidential. A further test of tact 
would have followed if the total 
payload was over the limit. 

It would not be wise to solve the 
problem by leaving the fattest person 
behind. Nor would it be sensible to 
ask both passengers and crew to run 
round the airfield a couple of times 
before sitting in a sauna until 
enough pounds have been lost (like 
boxers and jockeys trying to keep 
within a weight limit). 

It would probably be fairer to turn 
away the last passengers who arrive at 
the gate, or charge a large enough 
premium on big bags to encourage 
some luggage to be delayed toa 
later flight. 

The problems of heavy people in 
light aircraft made me think whether 
there could be similarly sensitive areas 
in our own business. From time to 
time, customers complain about being 
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referred to as “mate”, “my duck”, 

“my lovely” or “petal” - all terms of 
endearment in regions of our country. 
Ihave encountered criticism, 
occasionally, when our colleagues 
comment on fabric stains that need 
dry cleaning: “That must have been a 
wild party” or “I can see what was on 
the menu”. 

There’s a similar risk of causing 
offence when making light-hearted 
remarks while cutting keys, “is this the 
spare for your boyfriend?”, or 
providing passport photos, “Are you 
going somewhere hot?”. 

But the rare occasion when a 
customer feels offended is a small price 
to pay for giving our colleagues the 
freedom to create a conversation and 
enjoy a bit of banter. However, I’m not 
sure that the growing band of legal 
advisers would agree. 

Whitehall continues to interfere in 
the way we do business and civil 
servants have discovered another way 
to control our lives. This time it is 
through the proposed Worker 
Protection Bill, which would make 
employers liable when staff are 
harassed by third parties - so ifa 
customer kicks off, we pay up. 

This is another example ofa 
sledgehammer being used to crack a 
nut. If the Bill receives parliamentary 
approval it will, no doubt, be followed 
by aswarm of webinars full of legal 
guidelines, which will turn into 
instructions from head office. If you 
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start telling retail staff what they must, 
or must not, say to customers you 
could create the corporate customer 
service of a burger chain or more 
colourless self-service shops like Boots 
or WH Smith, where everything is 
controlled by a process dictated by 
head office and shop staff seldom talk 
to customers. 

At Timpson, we trust our front-line 
colleagues and never tell them what to 
say or what to do. They are free to 
strike up a conversation, get to know 
their customers and are encouraged to 
perform a random act of kindness 
every day, which sometimes involves 
doing the job for free. We have 
discovered that the best way to provide 
an excellent service is to trust our 
customer-facing colleagues with the 
freedom to treat each customer in the 
best way they can. 

Back at the airport, when passengers 
turn up in all shapes and sizes, trust 
the ground staff to find the best 
solution. By all means give them some 
tips and guidelines on how to cope, but 
always give them discretion. You 
cannot create great customer service 
by issuing a set of rules or running a 
training course - pick people with 
the right personality and let them use 
their initiative. 


Sir John Timpson is chairman of the 
high street services provider, Timpson. 
Send him an email at 
askjohn@telegraph.co.uk 
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How Russia's 
waning labour 
pool is ruining 
its economy 


Conscription and 
an exodus of talent 
are threatening 
growth vital to 
Putin's war effort, 
finds Szu Ping Chan 


ladimir Putin’s problems are 
\ / mounting. The Russian president 
is still reeling from last month’s 
mutiny by mercenary group Wagner. 

The Kremlin is burning through its 
rainy day fund to bankroll its invasion 
of Ukraine, and the country has been 
forced to sell oil at a discount to India 
and China. 

But another problem is emerging as 
one of the biggest threats facing the 
Russian economy. After mass 
conscription, and an exodus of 
talented Russians fearful of the war’s 
impact, there simply are not enough 
workers to fill the jobs available. 

Goldman Sachs describes it as the 
“most binding constraint on the 
Russian economy”, even ahead of 
sanctions-related restrictions on 
capital or technology. With more than 
two vacancies for every Russian 
worker, the jobs market is twice as 
tight as in the UK, where wages have 
taken off. 

Some workers have fled. Others 
have died on the front line. Many are 
still fighting. In the words of one 
economist, it has left companies 
“screaming” about the lack of young 
people to fill roles. And it is a problem 
that even the head of the country’s 
central bank has warned will stoke 


Labour shortage cripples economy 


Share of Russian sectors with an 
employee shortfall 
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inflation. “Whatever happens with the 
war, the implications of a shrinking 
workforce on Russia’s economy are 
extremely negative,” says Liam Peach, 
at Capital Economics. 

Putin, who has described Russia’s 
demographic challenge as one of the 
few things that keeps him up at night, 
speaks openly about the issue. Ina 
typical 13-minute rant ahead ofa 
meeting with Kremlin officials, he 
admitted that the country’s top brass 
discuss the “shortage of personnel all 
the time”. 

During the meeting attended by the 
Kremlin’s top economic chiefs and 
central bank governor Elvira 
Nabiullina, Putin said companies had 
hoarded labour after he invaded 
Ukraine as economic activity went into 
reverse. Keen to hang on to their 
talent, many employers asked workers 
to cut their hours. Bosses were happy 
because they kept skilled staff on their 
books, and workers were happy 
because at least they had money in the 
bank during the initial downturn. 

But experts say that policy has 
helped to stoke the current crisis, with 
acute shortages in industries turning 
into a chronic malaise. 

“Now the situation is fundamentally 
different,” the Russian president said. 
“There are simply not enough workers 
in many areas.” 

Some are unlikely to ever come 
back. Russia’s communications 
ministry has admitted that about 10pc 
of its IT workforce left the country in 
2022 and did not return. Hundreds of 
thousands of Russia’s brightest and 
best have followed suit. 

The troubles facing the Russian 
economy were laid bare in a report 
published by the central bank this 
year, which warned that around half 
of companies were experiencing 
worker shortages. 

Engineers, machinists, welders and 
builders remain most in demand. 
Tempted by Kremlin promises of 
higher pay, engineers and builders 
living near occupied territories in 
southern Ukraine have been lured to 
restore critical infrastructure 
destroyed during the war. And while 
the central bank claims only 6pc of 
businesses blame worker shortages on 
last autumn’s mobilisation drive, many 
companies are switching production 
to provide for a war economy. 

Blue-collar workers more used to 
making cars have turned their hands 
to making guns. After all, money talks. 
Pay rises in the processing industry, 
from petrochemicals to food, currently 
average around 20pc. 

According to some Russian business 
people, those estimates are modest. 
“Sometimes they are forced 
to pay double,” says one 
executive who recently 
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Putin’s military 
recruitment drive 
has added to the 
strain on the 
civilian workforce 
in Moscow, above, 
and across Russia 


fled the country. The minimum wage 
is also on course to rise by 18.5pc next 
year to almost 20,000 roubles (£200) 
per month - 10pc more than what was 
already planned. 

This is threatening to create a 
wage-price spiral in an already 
flagging economy. Inflation is 
currently just 2.5pc, held down by 
cheap energy, while unemployment is 
at a record low of 3.2pc, which Peach 
says reflects the shrinking workforce 
rather than a booming nation. 

“Russia has usually struggled to 
generate high rates of wage growth,” 
says Peach. “But wage growth is 
currently running at double-digit 
rates, and this is the fastest sustained 
pace for around a decade.” 

Luc Jones, who worked as a 
recruitment consultant in Russia for 
more than two decades, says the 
country’s economic plight is made 
worse by a culture that values face-to- 
face interaction, and despises working 
from home. 

“During the pandemic, very few 
Russian companies allowed people to 
work from home because the 
assumption was they’re not 
going to do anything,” he 
says. “There’s no trust.” 
Some have relented in 


the face of a worker crisis. At this 
month’s St Petersburg Economic 
Forum, HR chiefs spoke of increasing 
remote work and automation. 
Manufacturing companies said they 
were increasingly hiring women and 
older workers to fill jobs traditionally 
done by working-age men. Jones, who 
moved to India in the wake of the war, 
adds that some Russians are not even 
tempted by higher wages because 
many are wedded to the place they 


were born. 


“Russians are not hugely mobile,” 
he says. “So whereas some people 
will cross the country for ajob, 
Russians tend not to because many 
will usually have an apartment that 
was inherited from the ex-Soviet 
government. So if they have to move 
they have to rent. That’s one of the 
reasons why a lot of migrants come 
from ex-USSR countries.” 

But as the central bank highlights, 
even a 30pc year-on-year increase in 
inward migration has been 
“insufficient to fill the shortage of 
personnel in the regions”. 

The Kremlin has tried other tactics 
to entice people, including making it 
easier to stay permanently. 

“It has become a lot easier to get 
Russian citizenship,” says Jones. 


‘If they 
move they 
have to rent. 
That’s one 
reason why 
alot of 
migrants 
come from 
ex-USSR 
countries’ 


Nabiullina has signalled the worker 
shortage and accompanying 
inflationary threat means that 
policymakers are unlikely to be able to 
keep interest rates at 7.5pc for long. 
They hit a peak of 20pc following its 
invasion of Ukraine. 

“Pro-inflationary risks from the 
labour market are intensifying,’ she 
said this month. “Significant labour 
shortages may lead to labour 
productivity growth lagging behind 
growth in real wages.” 

Capital Economics believes the 
economy will continue to suffer from 
labour shortages, even in a population 
of 145m. Last autumn, Putin called up 
300,000 reservists in an escalation of 
the flagging invasion. Peach says he 
will struggle to do the same again. 

“I don’t think Russia’s economy 
can really cope with another 
mobilisation. The resources are just 
not there,” he says. “Russia’s economy 
has had quite severe demographic 
problems for some time. And if you just 
take another 300,000 people out of 
the labour force, I think you get an 
economy that’s going to really struggle 
with labour shortages and inflation. 
And the central bank will be forced to 
respond to that with much higher 
interest rates.” 


Gove’s Homes England quango accused of mass land banking 


By Oliver Gill 


MICHAEL GOVE’S department is sit- 
ting on land that could be used for 
homes, analysis suggests, after the 
Housing Secretary criticised develop- 
ers for hoarding plots. 

Homes England, an agency tasked 
with supporting the development of 
affordable homes, controls a portfolio 
with space for 279,000 houses, 
according to private analysis by the 
housing industry. The agency says the 
number of houses that could be built is 


significantly lower. FTSE 100 house- 
builder Barratt Developments was last 
week exposed as the biggest land- 
banker in the private sector with 
189,000 plots, reports say. Second was 
Bellway, with just under 100,000. The 
top 10 housebuilders had 700,000 plots 
lying idle. 

Mr Gove told the i newspaper that it 
was “unacceptable for developers to sit 
on land and drive up prices”. 

His remarks were branded “ridicu- 
lous nonsense” by the house-building 
sector. One insider said: “Mr Gove did 


one of his characteristic politics over 
substance interventions.” 

In a review into Homes England’s 
remit, the agency said it had 9,000 hec- 
tares (22,240 acres) of land. According 
to the Office for National Statistics, an 
average of 31 houses are being built per 
hectare at present, although this is 
lower than an average of more than 40 
in previous years. 

At 31 houses per hectare, this would 
mean Homes England has 279,000 
housing plots idle. New home comple- 
tions have hit a 15-year low, despite a 


279,000 


Houses that could be built on land held 
by Homes England, according to private 
analysis by the industry 


Conservative pledge for 300,000 prop- 
erties to be built every year, before the 
last general election. 

The Government was criticised 
last December for watering down the 


target. Meanwhile, planning delays and 
red tape mean the house-building sec- 
tor now estimates just 120,000 new 
homes will be built this year. 

“It is unacceptable for developers to 
sit on land and drive up prices. I expect 
them to play their part in delivering 
affordable housing for communities 
right across the country,” Mr Gove said. 

“I am giving councils the power to 
clamp down on developers who are 
building too slowly, through the Level- 
ling Up and Regeneration Bill. This will 
create a modern and efficient system so 


councils can identify developers failing 
to build at an acceptable rate.” 

Mr Gove has angered many property 
industry executives by taking a more 
interventionist approach. Bosses at 
housebuilders were forced to pay to 
replace dangerous cladding following 
the Grenfell Tower tragedy. 

Last month he vowed to review a 
decision by the Planning Inspectorate, 
which, having been appointed by the 
Housing Secretary, rejected an applica- 
tion for a pizza outlet on the grounds 
that it would exacerbate obesity. 


Why Musk has imposed 


Twitter reading limits 
that will cripple access 


Users of the app have been 
enraged by curbs on the 
number of tweets they can 
view, writes Simon Foy 


lon Musk has enraged Twitter 
E users yet again. The world’s 

richest man, who bought the 
social media giant for $44bn (£35bn) in 
December, caused outrage on Saturday 
by announcing temporary limits on 
the number of posts users can view. 

The decision has led to speculation 

about fresh technical issues at Twitter 
and raised questions about the impact 
on its financial position, given that the 
social media giant is still heavily reliant 
on advertising revenue despite Musk’s 
attempt to create a subscription model. 


How will it work? 
Musk initially said that verified users 
- those who pay for its Twitter Blue 


unverified users. 


Ther eason gave no timeline when it will be lifted. 
I set a view , : 
DER Why has Musk introduced limits? 
limit’ is The Tesla boss said the decision was 
because we taken to “address extreme levels of 
data scraping [and] system 
are all manipulation” on the platform. 
Twitter He claimed that the social media 
. giant was “getting data pillaged so 
addicts and | much thatit was degrading service for 
o normal users”. Musk previously 

need to go expressed frustration with artificial 
outside 


subscription - would be limited to 
reading 6,000 posts a day, while 
unverified accounts would be limited 
to 600 and new unverified accounts 
300. In a sign of growing disarray, 
Musk changed the policy twice within 
hours, settling on a limit of 10,000 
posts per day for verified users, 1,000 
for unverified and 500 for new 


Musk described the move as a 
“temporary emergency measure” but 


intelligence firms such as OpenAI, the 


owner of ChatGPT, for using Twitter’s 
data to train their language models. 

On Friday, he said: “Almost every 
company doing AI, from start-ups to 
some of the biggest corporations on 
Earth, was scraping vast amounts of 
data. It is rather galling to have to bring 
large numbers of servers online on an 
emergency basis just to facilitate some 
AI start-up’s outrageous valuation.” 

However, there has also been 
speculation that Twitter is fighting a 
bugin its web app that is sending 
requests to Twitter in an infinite loop, 
causing disruption to its service. 

Last week, the company also started 
to restrict access for anyone not logged 
into an account. In usual tongue-and- 
cheek fashion, Musk provided a more 
philosophical rationale on Saturday, 
tweeting: “The reason I set a ‘view 
limit’ is because we are all Twitter 
addicts and need to go outside. Pm 
doing a good deed for the world. Also, 
that’s another view you just used.” 


Will it hit Twitter’s bottom line? 
After losing high-profile advertisers 
following Musk’s takeover, Twitter has 
worked hard to win back commercial 
partners in recent months. Major 
names such as Volkswagen, 
Balenciaga, Carlsberg and Dyson 
cancelled advertising campaigns on 
the site in November. Twitter’s US 
advertising revenue has plunged 59pc 
in the past year, falling to $88m in the 
five weeks from April 1, according to 
internal figures. Since the appointment 
of Linda Yaccarino, former head of 


Elon Musk has 
returned to his 
seemingly 
off-the-cuff 
approach to 
management 


advertising at US media giant 
NBCUniversal, as its new boss in May, 
advertisers have started to warm to the 
social media platform once again. 
GroupM, part of the London-listed ad 
group WPP, said Twitter was no longer 
“high risk” for brands after she came 
on board. However, the latest policy 
shift suggests a return to Musk’s 
off-the-cuff approach to management, 
which could again startle advertisers. 
Restricting the amount of time users 
spend on Twitter will also invariably 
limit the number of eyeballs 


advertisers can expect to view their 
ads. The move to make blue ticks 
available to all has also hit confidence 
as users became free to impersonate 
high-profile accounts. Tweets sent 
from a fake profile purporting to be Eli 
Lilly knocked billions off the value of 
the pharmaceuticals giant in 
November. Blue tick badges were 
previously available only to users and 
companies whose identities were 
verified by Twitter staff. 


Will the new limit trigger an exodus 
of users from Twitter? 

Musk’s move ignited a backlash. Esther 
Crawford, former director of product 
management at Twitter before being 
sacked by Musk, said: “Hubris, plus no 
pushback, minus customer empathy, 
minus data, equals a great way to light 
billions on fire.” 

Some users have voted with their 
feet. Bluesky, a rival site backed by 
Twitter founder Jack Dorsey, paused 
people joining following an influx. 

It said: “We are still working to 
accommodate the large influx of users 
and increase in traffic. 

“We will temporarily be pausing 
Bluesky sign-ups while our team 
continues to resolve the existing 
performance issues. We’ll keep you 
updated when invite codes will 
resume functionality. We’re excited to 
welcome more users to our beta soon!” 

Meanwhile, Facebook owner Meta is 
preparing its own Twitter rival called 
Threads, piling further pressure on 
Musk’s social media site. 
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ST JAMES’S PALACE 

July Ist 

The Princess Royal, accompanied 
by Vice Admiral Sir Tim Laurence, 
this morning opened the 
Thirtieth Scottish Traditional 
Boat Festival at Portsoy Harbour 
and was received by His Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of Banffshire (Mr 
Andrew Simpson). 


ST JAMES'S PALACE 

July Ist 

The Duke of Kent, President, this 
afternoon attended a Cricket 
Match between the 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission XI and the Royal 
Household at Windsor, Berkshire. 


Today’s birthdays 


Sir John Waite, a former Lord 
Justice of Appeal, is 91; Lord 
Faringdon, Chairman, Witan 
Investment Trust, 1980-2003, 86; 


Sir Tom Stoppard, playwright 
and novelist, 86; Mr Edmund 
Wallis, Chairman, National 
Environment Research Council, 
2007-14, 84; Dame Heather 
Steel, a former High Court 
Judge, 83; Dr Geoffrey Thomas, 
President of Kellogg College, 
Oxford, 1990-2007, 82; Sir 
Robert Crawford, Director- 
General, Imperial War Museum, 
1995-2008, 78; Mr Iain 
Macdonald-Smith, yachtsman; 
Olympic gold medallist, Flying 
Dutchman Class, Mexico 1968, 
78; Sir Richard Hadlee, former 
New Zealand cricketer, 72; Mr 
Les Cusworth, former England 
rugby player, 69; Lord Justice 
Horner 67; the Marquess of 
Ailsa 65; Miss Julie Burchill, 
columnist and author, 64; Mr 
Tom Cruise, actor and 
producer, 61; Ms Joanne 
Harris, author, 59; Mr Sebastian 
Vettel, racing driver; Formula 
One World Champion 2010 to 
2013 inclusive, 36; and Mr Sam 
Hynd, former swimmer; 
three-times Paralympic 
medallist, 32. 


Today is the anniversary of the 
end of the Battle of Gettysburg in 
1863. 

It is also the anniversary of the 
death of Brian Jones, founder and 
lead guitarist of The Rolling 
Stones, in 1969. 


Week in Westminster 


Monday, July 3 

Commons: Oral questions: Home 
Office. Legislation: Economic 
Activity of Public Bodies (Overseas 
Matters) Bill: Second Reading. 
Adjournment: Crime and anti-social 
behaviour in west London. 
Westminster Hall: Debate: 
e-petition 600966, relating to the 
Approved Mileage Allowance 
Payment rate. 

Lords: Oral questions: Drax 
biomass power station and its 
sustainability compliance 
requirements; The UR’s production 
of nuclear submarines entailed by 
the AUKUS agreement with the 
United States of America and 
Australia; The balance between the 
duty of local authorities to secure 
safe movement of traffic, and the 
imposition of low traffic 
neighbourhoods and low emission 
zones; The recommendations on 
cyber security made by the 
“Pro-innovation Regulation of 
Technologies Review: Digital 
Technologies”. Legislation: Illegal 
Migration Bill - report stage (day 2). 


Clergy news 


Mr Alexander Firman, ord, Bath 
and Wells, to be asst c, Ford and 
Etal, Lowick and Kyloe w Ancroft 
(Newcastle); Rev Ann Hall, asst c, 
Bosworth (Leicester), to be assoc p, 
Bosworth (same dio); Ms Mairi 
Howell, ord, Lindisfarne 
(Newcastle), to be asst c, 
Tynemouth St Paul Cullercoats 
(same dio); Revv Peter King, asst 
c, Kirkleatham (York), to be asst c, 
Coatham and Dormanstown 
(same dio). 


Bridge news 


The Northern Ireland Bridge 
Union holds national online 
matchpoint pairs events on 
Thursdays and Sundays, writes 
Julian Pottage, Bridge 
Correspondent. During June the 
highest score on these two days of 
the week was as follows: 
Thursday: 66.25% on the Ist, 
achieved by Margaret Bleakley and 
May Brennan. Sunday: 68.06% on 
the llth, achieved by Maureen 
Murray and Ronnie Morrow. 


Prize-winners of Crossword 30,335 


Three first-prize winners: 

Nick Allan, Rochester, Kent; 

Mr G Watton, Colyton, Devon; 

M Joseph, Berwick-upon-Tweed. 


Five runners-up: Terry Holmes, 


Tipton, West Midlands; 

Vivien Hartill, Ipswich, Suffolk; 
Sally Millington, York; 

Margaret Jane Winmill, Halstead, 
Essex; 

Chris Bluff, Tattenhall, Cheshire. 
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MOTOR RACING IN FRANCE 


BRITAIN’S GRAND PRIX VICTORY. 
From Our Own Correspondent. PARIS, Monday. 


The Grand Prix de Vitesse of the Automobile Club of France, which wasrun over the circuit of Touraine 
today, resulted in a brilliant English victory, the winner being Segrave on a Sunbeam. From beginning 
to end it was a closely contested and exciting race, one competitor after another gaining a good lead 
and losing it, and it was not until the thirty-third round, with only two rounds more to go, that Segrave 
came to the front. His time for the whole distance of 799% kilometres was 6hr 35min 19 3-5sec, an 
average of 121 kilometres 400 metres an hour. 
The road course measured 14.18 miles round of a triangular form providing three very spec- 
tacular turns. The “two-litre” cars had to cover this thirty-five times, making the total distance 
of the race 49612 miles. The cars and their drivers were: Sunbeam: Major H. O. D. Segrave, 
Kenelm Lee-Guinness, Albert Divo; Fiat: Carlo Salamano, Henri Giaccone, Pietro Bordino; 
Delage: R. Thomas; Bugatti: Pierre de Vizcaya, Prince de Cystria, Ernest Friedrich, L. Marca; 
Rolland—Pilain: Albert Guyot, Jules Goux, Victor Hemery; Voisin: Henri Rougier, Arthur 
Duray, E. Morel, Andre Lefebvre. 
The colours of the three nations represented were: England, green; Italy, red; and France, blue. 
When the start was given at eight o’clock Thomas, on his Delage, was first away, but on the 
second round Bordino, racing at nearly 142 kilometres an hour, was at the head, with Lee- 
Guinness Imin 40sec behind. During this round Bordino attained the remarkable speed of 197 
kilometres an hour over a measured 300 metres. De Viscaya came to grief in the first round, 
swerving into the barriers at La Membrolle corner. He was slightly injured, and abandoned the 
race, but his mechanic escaped. Twelve spectators were seriously hurt, a woman having both 
legs broken. Bordino kept the lead until the eighth round, gradually drawing further and fur- 
ther ahead of Lee-Guinness, who still held the second place, followed by Giaccone, Salamano, 
Guyot, Segrave and Divo. Marco, one of the Bugatti pilots, had abandoned the race, but next 
came an abandonment for which no one was prepared. In the eighth round Bordino, who had 
seemed up to now to have the race in his own hands, suddenly stopped at La Membrolle corner. 
He restarted again and regained first place, but then stopped a second time and abandoned the 
race, leaving Lee-Guinness leading by four minutes in front of the two Fiat cars which followed. 
Atthis point Thomas was compelled to abandon owing toa stone having pierced his petrol tank, 
and Cystria also fell out. In the eleventh round Lee-Guinness had a clear lead of four minutes 
ahead of the second Giaccone, but a delay of over three minutes at the refilling point allowed 
Giaccone to creep up, and by the thirteenth round Giaccone and Salamano led, with Lee-Guin- 
ness back in sixth place. Divo had crept up, and was third in the fourteenth round, and second 
four rounds later, with Segrave following in third place. This round ended with only ten com- 
petitors still in the race, Morel and Hemery having fallen out. 
In the 19th round Divo took the lead, and a keen struggle began between him and Salamano, the latter 
gaining first place in the 21st round, where Giaccone and Rougier abandoned the race. Divo had bad 
luck in the 30th round, and lost ten minutes in unstopping his petrol tank at the refilling point, which 
allowed Segrave to take second place, Salamano still being at the head. In the 31st round Salamano lost 
his well-gained lead through running out of petrol two kilometres away from the refilling point. So 
Segrave ran home first, followed by Divo on another Sunbeam car, with a time of 6h 54min 25sec. 
Friedrich, ona Bugatti, was third, Lee-Guinness fourth, and Lefevre, on a Voisin, fifth. These five alone 
finished the course. As Segrave and Divo were greeted by the Minister of Public Works and the Minis- 
ter of War the band struck up the British National Anthem, and had barely finished when a rousing 
cheer went up for Salamano, the unfortunate Italian pilot, who had failed so near his goal. Frenchmen 
who saw two English cars take first and second places had some consolation in the fact that the second 
Sunbeam was piloted home by a Frenchman, for Divo is a native of Belleville. 
Major H. O. D. Segrave has only taken up motor racing since the war, when, he joined Mr. K. Lee 
Guinness in the K.L.G. plug business. Since 1919 he has been driving Sunbeam or Talbot-Darr- 
acq cars in all the big Continental and English races. He won the first 200 miles race at the 
Brooklands Junior Car Club meeting, but this is his first win of a big road race, though he drove 
in two previous Grand Prix races and the Tourist Trophy race in the lisle of Man. For many years 
the Sunbeam Company, of Wolverhampton, have made great efforts to design and build a car 
that could win the Grand Prix, the “blue riband” of all motor races, and at last their persistent 
efforts have been rewarded with success which they thoroughly deserve. Also this victory will 
help the British motor industry as a whole in their export trade. 


The Night Sky in July 


PETE 
LAWRENCE 


On June 4 Venus appeared 50 per cent 
lit. During July the planet is swinging 
closer to Earth and through a telescope 
it appears as an ever-shrinking crescent 


Enhanced rates will typically be seen 
August 9-16 but it’s the nights of 


Venus has been a brilliant and steady 
companion for many weeks. Visible 
shortly after sunset (or before if you 
knew where to look!) it could be seen 
high above the west-northwest 
horizon. However, that’s changing 
rapidly. The planet passed greatest 
eastern elongation at the start of June 
and it’s now moving along the 

part of its orbit which brings 

it closer to Earth. 

At the start of July, Venus sets just 
shy of two hours after sunset. By the 
end of the month it sets with the Sun. 
Venus passes 7.7 degrees to the south 
of the Sun - that’s about three- 
quarters of a fist width at arm’s 
length - on August 13 after which is 
rapidly moves into the morning sky 
when it’ll be visible above the 
eastern horizon before sunrise. 

Noctilucent cloud season got off to 
aslow start in June, but a few 
displays were reported. July 
represents another good period to 


look out for them. Noctilucent clouds 
are night shining clouds, typically 
visible 90-120 minutes after sunset, 
low above the northwest horizon or a 
similar time before sunrise, low 
above the northeast horizon. They 
are ice sheet clouds formed in the 
mesosphere, approximately seven 
times higher than the highest regular 
or tropospheric clouds. The ice 
crystals which make up the clouds 
form around the tiny fragments of 
dust which remain after a meteor 
vaporises in the atmosphere. 

The Perseid meteor shower shows 
activity from mid-July through to the 
third week in August. Meteor rates 
are low for much of this period but 
from August 9 they begin to improve 
significantly ahead of the peak which 
occurs on the morning of August 13. 


August 12/13 and 13/14 that you 
should prioritise if you want to see 
some Perseid meteor trails. 

Darkness begins to return towards 
the end of July, allowing us to view 
some of the brighter star patterns 
that adorn the early summer sky. The 
largest shape is the Summer Triangle 
asterism (unofficial pattern), formed 
from Deneb in Cygnus, Vega in Lyra 
and Altair in Aquila. Deneb also 
marks the top of the Northern Cross 
asterism, a large cruciform shape 
formed from the core stars in 
Cygnus. The summer Milky Way 
passes down the axis of the cross, 
flowing towards and beyond Altair. 
From here it passes through the 
small constellation of Scutum the 
Shield which appears as a narrow 
diamond pattern. Near the star at the 
top of the pattern lies Messier 11, the 
Wild Duck Cluster. Binoculars show 
it asa small hazy patch while a 
telescope reveals myriad stars 


fragmented in association by dark 
lanes. This is a rich open cluster. 

Near the opposite end of the 
diamond lies Messier 17, which must 
surely hold the record for the 
greatest number of informal names. 
It’s known as the Swan Nebula, 
Checkbox Nebula, Lobster Nebula, 
Omega Nebula, Horseshoe Nebula 
and more. You'll probably gather 
from this that it’s a nebula anda 
rather good one, but it needs a bit of 
optical assistance from binoculars or 
asmall telescope to see it. 

South of Scutum lies Sagittarius, a 
rich constellation which marks the 
way to the core of the Milky Way 
Galaxy. Unfortunately, from the UK, 
Sagittarius is sliced in half by the 
southern horizon and being low, 
many of its treasures are subdued 
compared to how they would appear 
from more southerly latitudes. 

In the core of Sagittarius is 
another asterism known as the 
Teapot. If you can imagine the shape, 
using binoculars, examine the area of 
sky where steam would be rising 
from the spout. Here you'll find the 
bright Lagoon Nebula (M8) with the 
dimmer and smaller Trifid Nebula 
(M20) further to the north. 


Today’s chart 


This chart shows how the 
sky appeared at lam BST 
on July 1, and will appear 
at midnight BST on July 15 
and Ilpm BST on July 30. 
The planets are shown 
along with the location 
and phase of the Moon at 
five-day intervals. The 
Moon is full tonight. The 
stars are shown as circles; 
the larger the circle the 
brighter the star. The 
hazy area represents the 
Milky Way. 

Orientate the chart by 
holding it in front of you 
rotated so the compass 
bearing at the bottom 
matches the direction 
youre facing. The bottom 
of the chart then reflects 
your horizon with the 
middle of the chart 
representing the view 
directly above your head. 
The chart is designed to be 
viewed using a red torch 
outside. Red light allows 
you to see the chart detail 
without ruining your night 
vision. 
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Please send comments to 
pete.lawrence@ 
nightskyguide.co.uk 


A, 
} 
| o 
Q 
% 
© 
z 


> 
X 
= 
> 
Ao 


PETE LAWRENCE 


Deaths 


BUCKINGHAM.—John Middleton. 
Passed away peacefully at home on 

18th June 2023, aged 98. Beloved 
husband of Marian, and father of 
Michael John and Ann Elizabeth. 
Funeral to be held at South Oxfordshire 
Crematorium, OX13 5PA on Tuesday 
25th July at 11 a.m. Donations welcomed 
for the RAF Benevolent Fund c/o Sandra 
Homewood Funerals. Tel: 01865 570000. 
Online Ref: W0012933 


DICKINSON.—Professor Peter, died 
on 16th June. Beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, cousin and friend. 
Composer, pianist, author, teacher. 
Memorial concert to follow. 

Online Ref: WO012942 


FISHBOURNE.— Colonel Peter Charles 
Edward (late Scots DG) died peacefully 
on 25th June 2023. Beloved husband of 
Mary Ann, much loved father of James 
and Sam and proud grandfather of 
Maisie, Lottie, Freddie and George. 
Funeral at 2 p.m. on 25th July at 

St Andrew’s Church, Earls Colne. 
Online Ref: WO012936 


GRIFFIN.—Catherine Sarah ‘Kate’ 

(née Greig) 12/08/1943 - 21/06/2023. 
Died peacefully at home. Adored mother 
of Thomas Leo and Robert, sister of 
Helena and granny to six. She gave richly 
to all who knew her. Funeral for family 
and friends on 5th July, Heatherley 
Wood at 3.30 p.m. and memorial on 

Ist September. 

Online Ref: WO012971 


MACAIRE.—Tatiana died peacefully 
on 20th June, aged 90. The Funeral will 
be at the Church of St John the Baptist, 
Boldre, on 24th July at 11 a.m. 

Online Ref: WO012968 


SOUBRY.—Frances Margaret 

(née Coward). Died peacefully at home 
y 20th June 2023, aged 

90 years. Widow of David, mother of 
Anna, Charles and William, grandmother 
of four and great grandmother of three. 
Funeral Service to take place at the 
Church of Our Lady of Egmanton, 
Nottinghamshire on Thursday 13th July 
2023 at 1.30 p.m. Family flowers only 
please. If possible no black clothes. 
Donations to the Fabric Fund of the 
Church (cheques, payable to Egmanton 
PCC) c/o Funeral Directors, G.D. Hall, 
Newark Road, Tuxford, NG22 ONA. 
Telephone: 01777 872929. 

Online Ref: W0012967 


In memoriam 


CANNON.—Philip (1973) and Kathleen 
(1974). My dear parents on their joint 
birthday and my dear brothers Michael 
(1964) and Richard (2011) and John (2019). 
With love Mary-Jane. 

Online Ref: WO012856 


JOWETT.—Richard BJ, on 3rd July 
2010, lovingly remembered. RIP. 
Anne. 

Online Ref: WO012965 


Personal 


Text for the day 


MAY OUR Lord Jesus Christ himself and 
God our Father, who loved us and in his 
grace gave us unfailing courage and a 
firm hope, encourage you and 
strengthen you to always do and say 
what is good. 


2 Thessalonians 2.16-17 (GNB) 


Birthdays 


HAPPY B'DAY CHARLEY TILSTED!! 
Wishing you a wonderful birthday. Love 
from all your friends at The Telegraph xx 
Online ref: 621549 


General personal 


Data Privacy 


When you respond to Telegraph Media 
Group Limited's competitions, offers or 
promotions, we may use your information 
for marketing purposes. 


* We will contact you by mail or telephone to 
let you know about 

any of our special offers, products and 
services which may be of interest to you 
unless you have asked us not to. We will 
only contact 

you by email, text message, or similar 
electronic means with your permission. We 
will only pass your name on to third parties if 
you have consented for us to do so. 


* In some cases our special offers, products 
and services may be provided, on our behalf, 
by our partners. If you have agreed to be 
contacted by us, your personal information 
may be passed to our partners, however, in 
all such cases we remain a data controller 
of your personal information. 


e When responding to competitions, offers 
or promotions by postcard, if you do not wish 
for your details to be used by us to send you 
special offers, please make this clear by 
stating “No Offers”. 


* We respect your data privacy. You may 
modify your preferences or get further 
information by writing to us at Data Privacy, 
Telegraph Customer Service Victory House, 
Meeting House Lane, Chatham, Kent 
ME4 4TT or by email to data.protection@ 
telegraph.co.uk. 


The Daily Telegraph 
and 


The Sunday Telegraph 


While we take 
reasonable 
steps to check our 
advertisers are bona 
fide, readers should 
carry out their own 
checks before 
entering 
into any contract or 
arrangement. 
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Global payments 
that don’t cost 
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Send money abroad with zero transfer 

fees and competitive exchange rates. 

Make secure online payments 24/7 to over 
120 countries using Telegraph Media Group 
International Money Transfers, provided 

by Moneycorp. With more than 40 years’ 
experience of arranging international payments, 
Moneycorp can help your money go further. 


@ 0333 222 6254 


© telegraph.co.uk/imtm 


Moneycorp is a trading name of TTT Moneycorp Limited which is authorised by the Financial 
Conduct Authority under the Payment Service Regulations 2017 (reference number 
308919) for the provision of payment services. Please refer to the Data Privacy Notice in 


today's Personal Column. 


Chess 


A Chinese affair 


By Malcolm Pein 


THE Women’s World 
Championship begins today, and is 
an all-Chinese affair, as reigning 
champion Ju Wenjun takes on 
challenger Lei Tingjie. Not since 
the days of the USSR has the same 
country held the Open and 
Women’s world titles. Ding Liren 
succeeded Magnus Carlsen when 
he overcame Ian Nepomniachtchi 
at Astana in April. 

The women’s contest will be split 
between the champion’s birthplace, 
Shanghai, and Chongqing, the 
challenger’s. Ju Wenjun won the 
title in 2020, after a Rapid 
tiebreaker decided her match with 
Aleksandra Goryachkina of Russia. 

The London System has a 
well-deserved reputation of being 
rather a dull opening. Occasionally 
some sharper lines appear. This 
battle quickly became what 
commentator Peter Svidler 
described as a “complete mess”. 
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M Vachier-Lagrave - J K Duda 
Global Chess League, Dubai 
London System 15+10 
1.d4 Nf6 2.Bf4 d5 3.e3 c5 4.Nf3 Nc6 
5.Nbd2 Qb6 6.dxc5 (6.Rb1 just loses 
the d4-pawn) 6...Qxb2 7.Rb1 Qc3 

8.Bb5 g6 9.e4 dxe4 10.Be5 Qa5 
11.0-0 exf3 12.Nc4 (12.Qxf3 Qxb5! 
13.Bxf6 Qxfl+! 14.Kxfl exf6 15.Qxf6 


Rg8 16.Ne4 Be7 17.Nd6+ Bxd6 
18.cxd6 Rb8 19.Rel+ Be6 20.Rxe6+ = 
Nakamura - Sadhwani, Chess.com 
2022) 12...Qd8 13.Qxf3 Bg4 
14.Bxc6+ bxc6 15.Qxc6+ Bd7 16.Qb7 
Qc8 (Black cannot keep his extra 
piece, if 16...Bg7 17.Rfd1 0-0 18. Bxf6 
Bxf6 19.Rxd7 Qc8 20.c6. See board 
left) 17.Nd6+! exd6 18.Bxf6 Qxb7 
19.Rxb7 Rg8 20.Rdl Bc8 (Only 
move, 20...Bg7 is today’s puzzle) 
21.Rc7 d5! (21...dxc5 22.Rd8#) 22.c4! 
d4 23.Rxd4 Be6 24.Rxa7 Rc8 

(If 24...Rxa7 25.Rd8#. The game 
ends in a draw by repetition) 
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25.Rc7 Ra8 26.Ra7 Rc8 27.Rc7 Ra8 
28.Ra7 draw 


White to play and win: 


-nornon 


Answer: 
‘L3XAVE 99X} 
i+9ƏXY'ET LEXY LIXT'TZ 9EM HOW IT 


Bridge Hand 


Questionable pick 


By Tom Townsend 
Dealer East 
Vulnerability North-South 

@AK 

¥Q4 

9 Q56 

&KQ10943 
109843 652 
WK9752 ¥i08 
@ none 109752 
AIG 875 

aQI7 

YAJ63 

@AK843 

$2 
West North East South 

pass 1% 

2¢(1) 3&(2) pass 3NT 
pass 44 pass 4%(3) 
pass 4@(3) pass 4NT(4) 
pass 5de(5) pass 6@ 
pass pass pass 


(1) Both majors (Michaels) 

(2) Apparently forcing for this pair 
(3) Control-showing (cue-bids) 

(4) RKCB (5) One 


Contract 6@ 
Declarer South 
Opening Lead 410 


FROM the European Mixed Teams 
in Strasbourg. Thirty-two teams 
qualified from the Swiss. The top 
eight finishers then had choice 
from the lower 16. 

The remaining 16 teams, rather 
than being drawn by Swiss 
finishing position, were drawn 
by original seeding. As well as 
being contrary to the published 
conditions of contest, this seems 
unjust from a sporting point of 
view. The teams had played for two 
days. Why throw out the evidence 
of their results, and rely on historic 
masterpoint holdings? 


Just Mixed, featuring Kent (and 
Vienna's) Louise Weiss-Selway, 
came sixth and chose Poland's 
Bridge24 in the round-of-32. 
Bridge24 did have an inexperienced 
male sponsor, but its other five 
were top-class. Such teams are a 
double-edged option. On a bad day, 
the sponsor is diverted by business 
meetings, and you don’t see any 
action at all from him. 

South was Patryk Patreuha, the 
best-dressed man in Polish bridge. 
North was Aleksandra Jarosz, 
reigning European women’s 
champion. East-West were Florian 
and Louise Weiss-Selway. Some 
pairs play 3% and 3@ as weak over 
2@, and 29 and 2@ (one way 
round or the other) as strong 
minor-suit bids. This pair don’t. 

Patreuha played 6@ on the $10 
lead, won in dummy. He played the 
dK to West’s œA, won the spade 
return and cashed the @Q. That 
exposed the bad trump break. 

South threw a heart on the œQ, 
ruffed a club, and threw a heart on 
the @Q. He cashed the WA, and 
ruffed a heart with the $6. The 
following cards remained: 


@ none 

Y none 

ol 

1094 
98 @ none 
YK9 Y none 
¢ none ¢10975 
&& none db none 

@ none 

yJ 

@AK8 

& none 
On a club off the board, 


crossruffing, East made no trick. 
Bridge24 advanced by 55 IMPs. 
Final Result 6@ made, N/S +1370 
Par Result same 
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Obituaries 


Lord Kerslake 


Chief executive of Sheffield Council who rose to be head of the Civil Service under the Coalition 


ORD KERSLAKE, who has died of 
L cancer aged 68, was an 

experienced administrator at 
municipal and Whitehall level, as chief 
executive of Sheffield City Council and 
the Homes and Communities Agency 
(HCA), then permanent secretary at 
the Department for Communities & 
Local Government (DCLG) and, 
simultaneously, head of the Home Civil 
Service. 

Though he served political masters 
of all parties, Bob Kerslake was drawn 
to Labour by his concerns over social 
housing, and in retirement advised 
Jeremy Corbyn’s Shadow Cabinet on 
preparing for government. 

Chairing Peabody, one of Britain’s 
leading housing associations, he 
condemned the treatment of housing 
as an investment. He noted that 
Britons were now half as likely to own 
shares as in 1985, but over the same 
period 4.5 million council homes had 
been sold, leaving the social housing 
stock at its lowest since records began. 

Kerslake saw housing as the “visible 
and stark” aspect of an economy “not 
working for ordinary people”. 
Divisions created in the Thatcher era 
had “eaten at the social fabric, and we 
are seeing the results in how people 
feel about the gaps between rich and 
poor, young and old, white and 
non-white.” 

Robert Walter Kerslake was born in 
Bath on February 28 1955, the son of a 
head teacher. From the Blue School at 
Wells, he read Mathematics at the 
University of Warwick. 

In 1979 he joined the GLC asa 
trainee finance officer. He specialised 
in transport finance from 1982, then in 
1985 moved to the Inner London 
Education Authority as it was wound 
up by Margaret Thatcher’s 
government. 

Kerslake joined Hounslow council 
in 1989 as its director of finance, anda 
year later was appointed chief 
executive. In 1997 he moved to 
Sheffield in the same capacity. 

His 1l years in Sheffield coincided 
with the city centre’s revival. With 
political control oscillating between 
Labour and the Liberal Democrats, 
Kerslake was the driving force behind 
the piazza with fountains created 
outside the city’s Midland Station. 

When he arrived in Sheffield - 
which would remain his home - the 
Labour council leader Mike Bower 
asked for his thoughts on a plan that 
brought together the city’s Peace 
Gardens, Millennium Gallery, Winter 
Garden and council offices. 

The council’s Labour group rejected 
Kerslake’s proposal as too ambitious, 
but it won the backing of the 
Millennium Commission. A successor 
project - Heart of the City II - went 
ahead, though delayed by the financial 
crisis of 2008. 

That year, Gordon Brown’s 
government appointed Kerslake chief 
executive of the HCA. Its remit was to 
create successful communities by 
making more homes and working 
premises available to families and 
businesses; the agency also regulated 
England’s social housing providers. 

Kerslake took charge just as the 
financial crisis bit, with demand for 
housing, and affordable homes in 


Bob Kerslake in 
2017 and, below, 
on his elevation to 
the House of Lords 
in 2015: he later 
advised Jeremy 
Corbyn’s shadow 
team 


particular, outstripping supply. He 
worked to meet this challenge, and 
harness “the power of housing in the 
regeneration of communities”. 

Two years on, with the Coalition in 
power, he was appointed permanent 
secretary at the DCLG, working to the 
Conservative secretary of state Eric 
Pickles (a Yorkshireman). Despite 
never having worked in Whitehall, 
Kerslake impressed. 

When Sir Gus O’Donnell retired as 
Cabinet Secretary and Head of the Civil 
Service at the end of 2011, David 
Cameron split the job, giving Kerslake 
the Civil Service and making Jeremy 
Heywood Cabinet Secretary. 

Working to a reforming minister at 
the Cabinet Office in Francis Maude, 
Kerslake’s impact was considerable 
even though he retained his 
responsibilities at the DCLG. However 
he eventually lost a power struggle 
with Heywood, who added the Civil 
Service to his responsibilities in 
September 2014. 

Retiring from DCLG in February 
2015, Kerslake was made a life peer; he 
sat on the crossbenches. 

That June he took the chair of King’s 


College Hospital NHS Foundation 
Trust. The south London hospital had 
been in financial trouble even before 
taking on Orpington’s Princess Royal 
University Hospital in 2013, and when 
Kerslake arrived the Trust’s annual 
deficit exceeded £140 million. 

Kerslake and his team initiated major 
changes in how the hospitals were run, 
delivering savings of £80 million two 
years running. Spending on agency 
staff and consultancy was slashed, 
without impacting on waiting times. 

Having twice got close to the deficit 
target agreed with the regulator NHS 
Improvement, King’s found the gap 
widening again, and faced being put 
into financial special measures. And in 
December 2017, Kerslake resigned, 
calling for“a fundamental rethink of 
the way the NHS is funded and 
organised”. 

His resignation came days after a 
telephone call from Dido Harding, the 
chair of NHS Improvement; there were 
reports that she asked him to go 
because of the trust’s “poor financial 
performance”. When Corbyn 
challenged Theresa May over this, she 
brushed him aside by citing Kerslake’s 
links with Labour. 

That involvement dated back to 
2015. Shortly after Corbyn’s election as 
leader, John McDonnell, Shadow 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
announced that Kerslake would carry 
out a review of whether the Treasury 
was “fit for purpose”. Kerslake’s report, 
delivered in 2017, concluded that the 
Treasury was “arrogant, overbearing 
and negative towards other 
departments”, and proposed a shift in 
its relations with the rest of Whitehall. 
That led to further work, including a 
review into how well Corbyn’s office 
was functioning. 

Long a believer that incoming 
governments make mistakes through a 
lack of preparedness, Kerslake advised 
Corbyn’s team on what to expect - 
preparations that intensified during 


the parliamentary standoff in 2018-19 
over implementing Brexit which led to 
an early election. 

Kerslake’s work began with the 
basics: how to do things in 
government; how to get the best out of 
the Civil Service; what a minister’s 
private office is. Next he focused on 
issues such as how to produce an early 
budget or carry out a spending review. 

He also worked with Jon Trickett, 
Corbyn’s choice to lead Shadow 
Cabinet preparations for government, 
on departmental implementation plans 
and how to approach writing a Queen’s 
Speech. The final strand was changes 
to the machinery of government, 

z Labour having advocateda 

z Department of Housing and maybe a 

= Department of Labour. 

In the wake of the terrorist bombing 
= of a pop concert at the Manchester 
Arena in May 2017 which killed 22 

= people and left hundreds injured, 

@ Kerslake was asked by Andy Burnham, 
= mayor of Greater Manchester, to head 
= areview into how the emergency 

Š services had responded. 

He concluded that while 

© Manchester had much to be proud of 

3 in the way the injured were handled, 

€ plenty had gone wrong. An emergency 
response telephone line did not work; 
there was inadequate mental health 
follow-up for survivors, and some had 
been hounded by the media. 

Above all, it had taken fire crews two 
hours to reach the venue when the 
average response time was under six 
minutes. Kerslake said the Greater 
Manchester Fire and Rescue Service 
needed to “reflect on the poor 
communication, poor procedures and 
issues of operational culture which 
caused its failure to respond properly.” 

Kerslake occasionally offered a 
window to thinking in government, 
generally to Mrs May’s disadvantage. 
He disclosed that some ministers were 
“deeply unhappy” about the “hostile 
environment” strategy for illegal 
immigrants developed when she was 
Home Secretary. Some, he said, saw 
the policy as “almost reminiscent of 
Nazi Germany”. He also detected deep 
misgivings about Brexit at senior levels 
in Whitehall, eventually calling for a 
second referendum to stop the “huge 
amount of quite unnecessary fear 
being created among the public”. 

More recently, in October last year 
Kerslake warned that Rishi Sunak’s 
reappointment of Suella Braverman to 
the job of Home Secretary after she 
had been found to have breached the 
ministerial code was a “potential 
bomb” for the government, because it 
sent a message to others that “maybe it 
[the code] doesn’t matter, maybe we 
can ignore it as well.” 

Kerslake worked with the mainly 
Labour elected mayors in the north of 
England on setting priorities for 
infrastructure investment. He also 
chaired the Sheffield Theatres’ board, 
attending every in-house production, 
and from 2016 the governors of 
Sheffield Hallam University. He was 
knighted in 2005. 

Robert Kerslake is survived by his 
wife Anne, ason anda daughter. 


ol 


Lord Kerslake, born February 28 
1955, died July 12023 


Jim Powell 


Adman and pottery entrepreneur who later became a successful novelist and respected historian 


IM POWELL, who has died aged 
J 76, was, variously, a successful 

adman, part-time stately home 
administrator, political author and 
activist, pottery entrepreneur, 
enthusiastic cricketer (and long- 
standing MCC member) - and latterly 
an acclaimed novelist and respected 
historian. 

James Powell was born in South 
Kensington, London on May 17 1949, 
the older of two sons of James Powell, a 
solicitor and Fiona, née Michell- 
Clarke, a businesswoman. From 
Charterhouse he went up to Trinity 
Hall, Cambridge to read History, 
becoming a protégé of Jonathan 
Steinberg. 

At the end of his first term, he got a 
temporary job during the Christmas 
and Easter vacations as an office boy 
with the recording company Apple at 
its headquarters in Savile Row, where 
he met the Beatles; in later life he was a 
goldmine of information on the pop 
scene of the 1960s and ‘70s, with a 
huge collection of singles from the era. 
While at Cambridge, he narrowly 
missed out on the presidency of the 
debating Union, losing to Arianna 
Stassinopoulos (now Huffington), later 
co-founder of Huffington Post. 

After graduation, in 1971 Powell 
joined the London advertising agency 
Wasey, Campbell-Ewald. His skills 
with clients and ease as a 
communicator propelled him only 10 
years later to managing director of 
another agency, Michael Bungey DFS. 

In the mid-1980s, however, he quit 
the advertising world to co-found 
Holdenby Designs, a pottery business 
which he established in the stable yard 
at Holdenby House, an Elizabethan 
country house in Northamptonshire, 
later expanding to larger premises in 
Stoke-on-Trent. The company sold 
products throughout the world, anda 
selection of the designs are held in the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. 

Subsequently, Powell acted as 
events director at Holdenby House, 
promoting it as a venue for weddings 
and corporate events; it was often used 


Powell after the 
publication of his 
second novel, 
Trading Futures, 
which was chosen 
as a Radio 4 Book 
at Bedtime 


by Formula One teams based nearby at 
Silverstone. 

In parallel with his commercial 
career Powell stood as a Conservative 
parliamentary candidate in Coventry 
North West in 1987, as well as acting as 
deputy leader of Daventry District 
Council. However his main political 
achievement was developing and 
writing the central theme for a book 
published in the name of his friend, the 
former Foreign Secretary Francis Pym. 

The Politics of Consent (1984) was an 
unexpected bestseller in which Powell 
set out the case for “One Nation” 
Conservatism, at the height of 
Thatcherism, with greater fluency and 
historical perspective than other 
authors at the time. Over the years, 
however, Powell’s disenchantment 
with the direction of Conservatism, 
exacerbated by the party’s anti- 
European drift, drove him leftwards. 

His career took yet another turn 
when he began to write novels, an 


KAY POWELL- 


activity for which his talents and 
temperament turned out to be well 
suited. His debut novel, The Breaking 
of Eggs (2010), set in the early 1990s, 
featured a Polish-born Frenchman, a 
communist sympathiser and author of 
a travel guide to the countries of 
Eastern Europe, who finds that 
everything he has based his life on is 
crumbling. The book was an 
international success and Powell was 
selected as one of 12 “Best New 
Novelists” of the year by BBC Two’s 
Culture Show. 

Powell’s next novel, Trading Futures 
(2016), a tragi-comedy of dubious City 
practices and the unravelling life ofa 
60-year-old trader, was praised as 
“claustrophobic and compelling” in 
the Guardian and chosen for BBC 
Radio 4s Book at Bedtime, read by the 
actor Toby Jones. 

A darker third novel, Things We 
Nearly Knew (2018), exploring the lives 
of the regulars at a bar in small-town 
America, also won critical praise, one 
reviewer observing: “If you didn’t 
know Jim Powell was British, you 
wouldn’t guess from this hard-boiled 
slice of Americana.” 

He then embarked on While the 
Music Lasts, a major novel charting the 
past half century through the 
interlocking lives of a group of 
acquaintances. He had completed it 
before his death. 

Powell was a descendant of the 
novelist and poet Thomas Love 
Peacock, whose family became 
involved in cotton trading in Liverpool 
and the United States. In 2018 Powell 
completed a PhD at Liverpool 
University with a thesis on this trade 
which he developed for publication as 
Losing the Thread: Cotton, Liverpool 
and the American Civil War, published 
by Liverpool University Press in 2021. 

It won praise in academic journals 
on both sides of the Atlantic for 
challenging the accepted wisdom that 
Liverpool and the British cotton 
industry were solidly pro-Confederate 
during the Civil War. Writing in the 
Journal of Economic History, Professor 


David Higgins described Powell as “a 
convincing myth-debunker”, 
observing that: “As a result of detailed 
examination of archival sources in UK 
and US newspapers and trade 
circulars, and voluminous secondary 
sources, we can be confident Powell’s 
challenge to existing interpretations is 
sound.” 

Powell was a diffident man with a 
natural curiosity about the world, a gift 
for friendship and an acute 
understanding of human nature. These 
virtues were put to good use in his 
service over some 10 years as a 
volunteer for the Samaritans in 
Northampton. However his gentle 
manner and forbearance belied a 
formidable intelligence wedded to an 
inner steeliness. His sense of mischief 
- added to a love and knowledge of 
satire - won him an extensive circle of 
friends drawn from many walks of life. 

In the months before his death from 
emphysema contracted during his 
years in the pottery, he had completed 
the first draft of a play focusing on the 
controversy surrounding the removal 
of a memorial to Tobias Rustat, an early 
benefactor of Jesus College, 
Cambridge, but also a major investor 
in the Royal Africa Company, a leading 
player in the Atlantic slave trade. And 
he was about to embark on a new 
novel, a political satire of 
contemporary Britain. 

Shortly after the publication of his 
first novel Powell married the writer 
and editor Kay Sayce. Theirs was the 
happiest of marriages, and brought 
him two step-daughters, Emma and 
Clare, to whom he was devoted. Family 
and friends were frequent visitors to 
the remote farmhouse the Powells 
bought in the Tarn in south-west 
France, where, in Powell’s words on 
his website, they would “spend most of 
the summer gazing at the Pyrenees ... 
and pretending to work.” 

His wife and stepdaughters survive 
him. 


Jim Powell, born May 171949, died 
May 20 2023 


Javier Alvarez 


Composer who fused Mexican 
and European music traditions 


has died aged 67, was an 

electroacoustic 
composer who fused music 
from his Mexican homeland 
with the European tradition 
to create exciting works that 
were pulsating, stimulating 
and invigorating. “I’m 
interested in dance,” he told 
Radio 3. “I’m interested in 
things that move you, and 
not only emotionally, but 
things that make you get out 
of your seat.” 

Many of his best-known 
works were written in 
London, where his music 
was commissioned and 
performed by the London 
Sinfonietta, the BBC Concert 
Orchestra and the London 
Chamber Choir. These 
included Temazcal (1984), 
which was heard at the 1989 
Proms and sets a pair of 
maracas against a recording 
of a traditional Mexican song 
that has been transformed 
using electronic techniques. 

Although his one British 
orchestral commission, 
Grammar for Two (1991), 
filled with busy textures, 
was not well received, he 
won accolades for Papalotl 
(1987), a work of exuberant 
physicality for piano and 
tape, Mannam (1990), which 
juxtaposes the traditional 
Korean harp with electronic 
sounds, and Imaginary 
Skulls (1994), a choral setting 
of texts related to death by 
Spanish poets. 

Javier Alvarez Fuentes 
was born in Mexico City on 
May 8 1956, the youngest of 
four sons of Augusto 
Alvarez, a leading Modernist 
architect, and Delfina (née 
Fuentes), an English teacher. 
He recalled them 
purchasing a Japanese 
cassette recorder to make 
copies of their 78 rpm 
records. The machine, 
which could record on two 
separate tracks, became his 
“first musical instrument”, 
enabling him to experiment 
with electronic techniques. 

Alvarez, who was 
educated at a series of 
private schools, played the 
clarinet. In 1973, while ona 
month-long intensive 
French language course in 
Touraine, he spent his entire 
allowance on his first 
professional-quality 
instrument. 

Back at the National 
Conservatory of Mexico he 
embraced jazz while 
learning both the classical 
guitar and the jarana, a 
Mexican five-stringed 
instrument. He also studied 
the European tradition, on 
one occasion performing in 
Berg’s Four Pieces for 
Clarinet and Piano. 

While working ona 
masters degree at the 


J AVIER ALVAREZ, who 


| 
E 
‘Pm interested in things that 
make you get out of your seat’ 


University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee he won a 
composition competition 
with Three Frogs Time Trial 
(1981) for soprano, violin, 
cello and piano. Later he 
studied at the Royal College 
of Music with the composer 
John Lambert, paying his 
way by composing for 
orchestras in Mexico, and 
took a PhD at City 
University, London. 

When his parents 
complained about the 
complexity of his music, he 
wrote for them the simpler 
Song of Land and Hope 
(1986). Later, he arranged 
the work for string quartet. 
It was recorded by the 
Brodsky Quartet and, as 
Metro Chanacano, was 
played daily over the Mexico 
City metro system to 
accompany an art 
installation. 

From 1989 to 2004 
Alvarez taught at the 
University of Hertfordshire. 
He delivered electronic 
music classes at Morley 
College, ran Sonic Arts 
Network, was artistic 
director of the Society for 
the Promotion of New Music 
and taught at Malmö Music 
Academy in Sweden. 

By the end of the century 
his British career was 
waning, hindered by years 
working on an opera that 
failed to materialise. But in 
Mexico he was gaining 
recognition, notably after 
the Xalapa Symphony 
Orchestra championed his 
percussion concerto Music 

Jor Drum and Steel Pan 
(1993). Despite the steel 
drum’s Trinidadian roots, he 
described it as “probably the 
most British instrument” 
thanks to the number of 
bands in London. In 2004 he 
returned permanently to his 
homeland, settling on the 
Yucatan peninsula and 
continuing to compose. 

Alvarez married Pilar 
Gadea Lacasa, a cellist, in 
1980. That was dissolved, 
and in 1996 he married 
Daniela di Desidero, an 
Argentinian art curator; 
they had two children. 


Javier Alvarez, born May 8 
1956, died May 24 2023 
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Citrus Lemon 


Grow your own 


From the intoxicating scent of the blooms to the satisfaction 
of picking home-grown fruit, there is much pleasure to be 
had from growing a lemon tree in your garden. A self-fertile 
variety, flowers will be produced from spring through to 
autumn, so it's possible to have flowers and fruit on the tree 
at the same time. They are also perfect for growing in a 
container. Supplied as 9cm pots, delivery in seven 


days. £6.95 P&P per order. 


RB27CL1 
RB27CL3 


Citrus limon Lemon x 1 
Citrus limon Lemon x 3 


£16 
£28 


@ 0333 772 0325 quote RODU23 


© gardenshop.telegraph.co.uk/paper 


Calls will cost a maximum of 5p per minute from a BT line. Mobile and other service 
providers’ rates may vary. Lines open seven days a week, 8am-8pm. £6.95 P&P. 
Dispatched in 7 days, subject to availability. Please send cheques and postal orders, made 
payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd, to: Telegraph Garden Shop Offer, PO Box 2020, Pershore 
WR10 9BP and clearly state your name and address, All products are purchased from, 
and your resulting contract will be with, Hayloft Plants Ltd (registered no. 04098670), a 
company independent of Telegraph Media Group Ltd 
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The weekend on television Anita Singh 
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What to watch 


Fear and chaos in Kabul: 


‘I understood every scream’ 


$ 


> 


British military personnel talk about the panicked 2021 evacuation 


any terrible things happened 
\ / | during the evacuation of 
Kabul, but one piece of footage 
will live long in the memory. Captured 
on a shaky mobile phone, desperate 
Afghans clung to the undercarriage of 
a US military plane as it took off from 
the airport. Within seconds, the first 
body fell. “And another one. And 
another one,’ murmurs the person 
with the camera, as they keep falling. 
We have seen news footage from 
those days in August 2021, after the US 
announced its withdrawal and the 
Taliban advanced on the capital. Last 
year’s Escape from Kabul Airport told 
the story through the eyes of US 
Marines. But Evacuation (Channel 4, 
Sunday) gives us the perspective of 
British military personnel. It is an 
excellent film, in which those involved 
speak with honesty and clarity about 
an experience that clearly left an 
indelible mark. Afghan evacuees also 
share their nightmarish experiences. 
A situation that began with relative 
order - British passport holders and 
Afghan interpreters being told to 
report to a hotel before boarding 
a flight out - soon turned to chaos 
as thousands surrounded the airport 
and the Taliban got within 100 metres 
of the British HQ. Diana, a squadron 
leader with the RAF Police who 
was there to plan the evacuation, 


surveyed the scene as Taliban gunfire 
rang out. “We are completely 
surrounded. The airfield is denied... 
there is nowhere to go. I really thought, 
‘I may not be going home?” 

With vivid recall, they described 
the moment that the crowds broke 
through the perimeter, many carrying 
babies. Fahim, a private with the 
Parachute Regiment and someone 
who was born in Afghanistan, said: 

“I understood every single scream. 
‘Help me’ ‘I’m going to die?” Their fear 
of the Taliban was enough to make 
some of them climb onto that plane. 

Seeing hardened soldiers cry will 
always bring you up short. Mark, 
whose job was to fly the C-17s, became 
emotional as he described the sight 
of two girls running over to the plane. 
“In the midst of all of this... they were 
dancing. Two little girls in matching 
outfits.” Calvin, an RAF wing 
commander, teared up when he 
recounted the decision to send more 
aircraft to Kabul. “I sent for the next 
crew to go and do something that I 
know they might not come back from,” 
he said. “But we weren’t going to stop.” 

Further episodes, I fear, will be 
difficult to watch. The servicemen 
and women had to make awful choices. 
They deserve respect not just for 
risking their lives, but for speaking 
so candidly. 


(BBC One), its new Saturday- 

night drama, as part of a raft of 
“ambitious” shows that will “push the 
boundaries”. This is TV code for “if 
you're middle-aged and from Middle 
England, you won’t like it”. One of the 
other series in this bundle was The 
Gallows Pole, which took a period 
drama based on a popular book and 
gave ita contemporary styling. 

Champion is set on the UK rap and 
R&B scene, and is about the rivalry 
between a troubled south London 
rapper and his more talented sister. I 
did enjoy it - despite being so un-edgy 
that one of my greatest thrills is a scone 
and pot of tea in a John Lewis cafe, but 
was painfully aware that it’s aimed at 
people 20 years younger than me. 

It is the debut TV project from 
Candice Carty-Williams, who wrote 
the best-selling novel Queenie. She has 
been blessed with a talented cast, most 
notably newcomer Déja J Bowens as 
Vita, a gifted singer and songwriter 
who has spent her life in the shadow of 
her brother, Bosco (Malcolm Kamulete 
from Top Boy). When the series starts, 
he has just come out of prison and is 
trying to reclaim his career. 

Vita writes Bosco’s songs, works as 
his de facto manager and also functions 
as a general dogsbody, getting him 
coffee and cleaning up his mess. It’s 
a family dynamic that will be familiar 
to many: Bosco is the golden child, 
adored and indulged by his mother, 
hogging the family’s attention. Vita has 
been overlooked since childhood. 
Then she is offered the chance to 
forge a music career in her own right, 
a decision that causes problems. 

The performances are excellent 
across the board, including Ray BLK 
and Corey Weekes as musical rivals 
to the Champions. It feels like an 
authentic slice of south London life, 
with Carty-Williams skillfully weaving 
portraits of the black community and 
of the cutthroat music industry. But it 
is too low-key for prime-time - why 
this isn’t on BBC Three, relaunched as 
achannel aimed at younger viewers, is 
a mystery - and the pace is slow. 
Subplots fail to hold the attention. 

Still, you'll be rooting for Vita from the 
start, and Bowens is one to watch. 


T he BBC announced Champion 


Evacuation kx*** 
Champion *** 


RAJA FASHIONS, 
BESPOKE TAILOR 


Hong Kong’s most respected bespoke tailor comes to the UK, 
blending expert craftsmanship with contemporary style for men and women 


Elevate your wardrobe with a custom-made suit by 


Raja Fashions - the destination for expertly crafted, 
contemporary suits — at a range of prices to suit any 
budget. We're thrilled to announce that this July, the 
globally acclaimed tailor will be hosting appointments for 


Uk-based clients at various locations. 


Helmed by master craftsman - and one of Hong Kong's 
finest and most respected bespoke tailors - Raja M 
Daswani, Raja Fashions has never wavered in their 
commitment to exceptional quality, expert craftsman- 
ship, and exquisite fabrics. The company, founded by 
Mr Daswani’s grandfather in 1957, has been suiting 
discerning men and women for three generations. 


Raja Fashions works with each and every client to craft 
beautiful, custom-made garments made from the 
finest materials. With Mr Daswani’s on-hand expertise 
and guidance, clients may choose from over 20,000 
fabrics - from beautiful in-house wools to prestige 
cloths from the likes of Harrisons, Zegna, Guabello and 


E. Thomas - to suit any budget. 


Raja Fashions is once again bringing their inimitable 
bespoke tailoring to the UK, hosting appointments at 
four different locations on July. Prices begin at just 
£70 for a custom-made shirt and £550 for an 
entirely hand-finished suit, made using British 

or Italian 100% superfine merino wool, and 
complete with every refinement - from 
handmade buttonholes to knee linings and 


double-thickness pockets. 


To book your fitting, please email 
appointments@raja-fashions.com 
or call 0778-654-3258 


Please visit our website www.raja-fashions.com 
for appointment locations and more information. 


The safety of our customers 
and employees is our top 
priority. We will be wearing 
face masks & gloves, and 
we ask that you too please 
wear a face covering during 
your appointment. 


SCAN TO 
BOOK NOW 


CAMBRIDGE (24-25 July) 


-Hilton Cambridge City Centre 


CARDIFF (20-21 July) 
-Hilton Cardiff 
EXETER (14-15 July) 


GUILDFORD (22-23 July) 
- Guildford Harbour Hotel 
LONDON (3-5 July) 


BIRMINGHAM (16-17 July) 
- Hyatt Regency Birmingham 


-Mercure Exeter Rougemont Hotel 


LONDON (6-9 July) 

-Hilton London Euston 
LONDON (26-30 July) 

-Hilton London Paddington 
MANCHESTER (18-19 July) 
-Hilton Manchester Deansgate 
OXFORD (12-13 July) 

-Old Bank Hotel 
SOUTHAMPTON (10-11 July) 
-Doubletree by Hilton Hotel 


-Hotel Novotel London Tower Bridge Southampton 


RAJA FASHIONS _ APPOINTMENTS@RAJA-FASHIONS.COM 0778-654-3258 RAJA-FASHIONS.COM 


RA BESPOKE TAILORS 


Email 


Mobile Website 


WIMBLEDON 2023 
BBC One/Two, from 10.30am 


Qasa Alom, Clare Balding and Isa Guha spearhead this year’s BBC coverage 


W imbledon won't be cricketer Isa Guha, who will | year: a feat that would equal 
quite the same without | mainly host the morning Roger Federer’s record of 
Sue Barker. The peerless coverage. Today’s tennis eight men’s singles titles. 
presenter - who retired last | begins on BBC Two at The ladies’ competition is 
year after three fantastic 10.30am, where Balding and | more open, although world 
decades of leading the Guha will be presenting live | number one Iga Swiatek is 
BBC’s coverage - was as from The All England Lawn | certainly one to watch - 
synonymous with the Tennis Club. The action will | could she snag her first adult 
tournament as strawberries | start on the outer courts, Wimbledon title? All 
and cream or paper cups with Centre Court and No 1 matches will be on iPlayer. 
of Pimm’s. This year’s Court coming into play in Although if you prefer 
Wimbledon is in safe hands, | the afternoon (dual- to watch the highlights, 
however, with continuity coverage will begin on BBC | Today at Wimbledon, 
choice Clare Balding taking | One at 1.45pm). Reigning hosted by BBC reporter Qasa 
over as lead presenter. She champion Novak Djokovic is | Alom, ison BBC Two at 9pm. 
will also be joined by former | the hot favourite to win this | Stephen Kelly 
COMEDY premiere, in which the 
looming horror of war 
Dry Your Eyes in the 1930s is juxtaposed 
BBC Two, 10pm; NI, 11.15pm with footage of fishing 
First aired in Northern and seaside holidays. 
Ireland in 2022, this comedy 
is, admittedly, hit-and-miss. Long Lost Family 
Sketches about hair adverts ITVI, 9pm 
and Amazon Alexas fall flat, Nicky Campbell and 
but a parody of Line of Duty’s Davina McCall are back 
Hastings - “Detective for a 13th series of helping 
Tim Waterloo, the most people track down lost 
Northern Irish man in family members. In tonight’s 
the history of Northern Britain on Film with Tony moving episode, they 
Ireland” - salvages it. Robinson: a moving history come to the aid of Paul, 
who, as a two-week-old 
DOCUMENTARY series charts 40 years of baby, was thrown out 
British history through the with the rubbish by his 
Britain on Film with amateur home videos of mother in London’s East 
Tony Robinson ordinary Brits. Itisa End. It is a heart-wrenching 
PBS America, 7.30pm fascinating reminder that, story with a remarkable 


Narrated by Tony Robinson, 
this four-part documentary 


regardless of world events, 
life goes on. Take tonight’s 


twist involving his half- 
brother Frankie. 


We Hunt Together 

BBC One, 10.40pm; 

NI, 11.40pm 

It’s a strong second episode 
for the stylish crime thriller, 
first shown on Alibi. Twisted 
serial-killer lovers Freddy 
(Hermione Corfield) and 
Baba (Dipo Ola) have set 
their eyes on another victim. 
Yet the real stars are 
detectives Lola (Eve Myles) 
and Jackson (Babou Ceesay), 
whose endearing clash of 
uptight and laid-back styles 
is nicely performed as they 
debate the best way to 

catch the killers. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


PopMaster TV 

More4, 8pm 

It is time for Ken Bruce’s 
beloved music quiz to 
crown its first TV champion. 


Ken Bruce will crown 
winner on PopMaster TV 


Cosy and with no frills, 
committed fans will surely 
be relieved that the quiz’s 
move from radio to 
television hasn’t turned 

it into something glossy 
and soulless; plus, Bruce 
is as affable as ever. 


FACTUAL 


Supermarkets 
Unwrapped: 

The Freezer Aisle 

Channel 4, Spm 

The Food Unwrapped team 
turn their attention to the 
UK’s supermarkets in this 
breezy spin-off series. First 
on their shopping list: a trip 
to the freezer aisle. Jimmy 
Doherty visits an oven chips 
factory to find out why they 
feature so many ingredients 
(surely it should just be 
potato?), and Briony May 
Williams gets the tasty 
scoop on how soft-scoop ice 
cream is made. SK 


Introducing Panagram 


Our new word game that’s fun for... 8 


E R 
Y 
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Radio choice Tristram Saunders 


The Well of Loneliness 
Radio 4 Extra, 10am 


Radclyffe Hall’s lesbian 
novel The Well of Loneliness 
was the subject ofa 
scandalous obscenity trial in 
1928. A century on, it’s hard 
to see why. Compared to, 
say, the novels of DH 
Lawrence, it’s pretty chaste. 
But its protagonist - a 
woman called Stephen who 


rejects an offer of marriage, 
and develops feelings for an 
American lady - was a 
heroine with few precedents 
in English fiction. For Pride 
month, Radio 4 Extra 
presents the BBC’s 1999 
adaptation with Valerie 
Edmond as Stephen, as well 
as Riot Girls (Wed, 10am), 

a 2020 play about the trial, 
starring Olivier-winner Kate 
Fleetwood as Radclyffe Hall. 


Understand: Tech and AI 
Radio 4, 145pm 


What is an algorithm, 
precisely, and how do our 
mobile phones track our 
likes, regular searches and 
interactions to determine 
our interests, intentions or 
personal priorities? How 
do 4G and 5G differ? Is 
“deep learning” the same 
thing as “machine 


ah oo 


learning”? If you struggle 
with any of those questions, 
this is the bite-size (byte- 
size?) documentary for you. 
This useful guide to the 
building-blocks behind 
recent advances in tech 
translates the sometimes 
confusing jargon around it 
into plain English, with 

a particular focus on 

the brave new world of 
Artificial Intelligence. 


RADIO 1 


FM 97.6-99.8MHZ 


7.30am Newsbeat 7.33 Radio 1 
Breakfast with Greg James 11.00 
Rickie, Melvin and Charlie 12.45pm 
Newsbeat 1.00 Dean and Vicky 3.00 
Radio 1 Anthems 3.30 Newsbeat 3.32 
Going Home with Vick and Jordan 5.45 
Newsbeat 6.00 Radio 1’s Future 
Sounds with Clara Amfo 7.00 Radio T's 
Hottest Records of the Week 8.00 
Radio 1's Future Artists with Jack 
Saunders 10.00 Radio 1's Power Down 
Playlist with Sian Eleri 11.00 Rock 
Show with Daniel P Carter 1.00am 
BBC Introducing Rock on Radio 1 with 
Alyx Holcombe 2.00 Radio 1’s Future 
Alternative 3.00 Radio 1's Workout 
Anthems 4.00 Radio 1 Dance 5.00 - 
7.30am Radio 1 Early Breakfast with 
Arielle Free 


RADIO 2 


FM 88-90.2MHZ 


6.30am The Zoe Ball Breakfast Show 
9.30 Vernon Kay 12.00 Jeremy Vine 
2.00pm Scott Mills 4.00 Sara Cox 
6.30 Sara Cox's Half Wower 7.00 Jo 
Whiley’s Shiny Happy Playlist. Jo plays 
her favourite album tracks and musical 
gems rarely heard on Radio 27.30 Jo 
Whiley 9.00 The Blues Show with 
Cerys Matthews 10.00 Trevor Nelson’s 
Magnificent 7 10.30 Trevor Nelson’s 
Rhythm Nation 12.00 OJ Borg 
2.30am One Hit Wonders with OJ 
Borg 3.00 Pick of the Pops 4.00 - 
6.30am Owain Wyn Evans 


RADIO 3 


FM 90.2-92.4MHZ 


6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential 
Classics 12.00 Composer of the Week: 


Byrd 1.00pm Radio 3 Lunchtime 
Concert 2.00 Afternoon Concert 4.30 
New Generation Artists 5.00 In Tune 
7.00 Classical Mixtape. A sequence of 
music 7.30 Radio 3 in Concert. A 
performance of Mahler’s Symphony of 
a Thousand from Hanover 10.00 Music 
Matters. The impact of Lincoln 
Cathedral’s acoustics on William Byrd’s 
music 10.45 The Essay: Talking About 
Silence. The many varieties of spiritual 
silence in human life 11.00 Night 
Tracks 12.30am - 6.30am Through 
the Night 


RADIO 4 


FM 92.4-94.6MHZ; LW 198KHZ 


6.00am Today 9.00 Start the Week 
9.45 Book of the Week 9.45 LW: Daily 
Service 10.00 Woman's Hour 11.00 
Don’t Log Off 11.30 The Bottom Line 
12.00 News 12.01pm LW: Shipping 
Forecast 12.04 You and Yours 12.57 
Weather 1.00 The World at One 1.45 
Understand: Tech and Al See Radio 
choice 2.00 The Archers 2.15 Drama: 
Finding Seaglass 3.00 The 3rd Degree 
3.30 The Food Programme 4.00 The 
Infinite Monkey Cage. Brian Cox and 
Robin Ince find out if we should be 
worried about supervolcanoes 4.30 
Best of Just One Thing 5.00 PM 5.54 
LW: Shipping Forecast 5.57 Weather 
6.00 News 6.30 The Unbelievable 
Truth 7.00 The Archers 7.15 Front 
Row 8.00 Burning Sun 8.30 Analysis 
9.00 Fever: The Hunt for Covid’s 
Origin 9.30 Start the Week 9.59 
Weather 10.00 The World Tonight 
10.45 People Who Knew Me 11.00 
Gaby’s Talking Pictures 11.30 Today in 
Parliament 12.00 News 12.30am 
Book of the Week 12.48 Shipping 
Forecast 1.00 As World Service 5.20 
Shipping Forecast 5.30 News 5.43 


Prayer for the Day 5.45 Farming Today 
5.58 - 6.00am Tweet of the Day 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


MW 693 & 909KHZ 


6.00am 5 Live Breakfast 9.00 Nicky 
Campbell 11.00 Naga Munchetty 
12.30pm Wimbledon 10.00 Nick 
Bright 1.00am Dotun Adebayo 5.00 - 
6.00am Wake Up to Money 


CLASSIC FM 


FM 99.9-101.9MHZ 


6.00am More Music Breakfast 9.00 
Alexander Armstrong 12.00 Anne- 
Marie Minhall 4.00pm Margherita 
Taylor 7.00 Smooth Classics at Seven. 
Presented by Zeb Soanes 10.00 Calm 
Classics 1.00am Bill Overton 4.00 - 
6.00am Early Breakfast 


WORLD SERVICE 


DIGITAL ONLY 


8.00am News 8.06 HARDtalk 8.30 
Business Daily 8.50 Witness History 
9.00 The Newsroom 9.30 
CrowdScience 10.00 News 10.06 The 
History Hour 11.00 The Newsroom 
11.30 The Conversation 12.00 News 
12.06pm Outlook 12.50 Witness 
History 1.00 The Newsroom 1.30 
CrowdScience 2.00 Newshour 3.00 
News 3.06 HARDtalk 3.30 World 
Business Report 4.00 BBC OS 6.00 
News 6.06 Outlook 6.50 Witness 
History 7.00 The Newsroom 7.30 
Sport Today 8.06 From Our Own 
Correspondent 8.30 Discovery: 
Supersenses 9.00 Newshour 10.00 
News 10.06 HARDtalk 10.30 World 
Business Report 11.00 The Newsroom 
11.20 Sports News 11.30 The 
Conversation 12.00 News 12.06am 


The History Hour 1.00 News 1.06 
Business Matters 2.00 The Newsroom 
2.30 The Documentary: Afghanistan's 
Secret Schools 3.00 News 3.06 
Outlook 3.50 Witness History 4.00 
The Newsroom 4.30 In the Studio 
5.00 - 8.00am Newsday 


RADIO 4 EXTRA 


DIGITAL ONLY 


6.00am Charity Ends at Home 6.30 
Agatha Raisin 7.00 Return to Paris 
7.15 Blood and Milk 7.30 Man at the 
Helm 8.00 Stop Messing About! 8.30 
Legal, Decent, Honest and Truthful 
9.00 It’s Your Round 9.30 The Change 
10.00 The Well of Loneliness See 
Radio choice 11.00 Charity Ends at 
Home 11.30 Agatha Raisin 12.00 
Return to Paris 12.15pm Blood and 
Milk 12.30 Man at the Helm 1.00 Stop 
Messing About! 1.30 Legal, Decent, 
Honest and Truthful 2.00 It’s Your 
Round 2.30 The Change 3.00 The 
Well of Loneliness 4.00 Charity Ends 
at Home 4.30 Agatha Raisin 5.00 
Return to Paris 5.15 Blood and Milk 
5.30 Man at the Helm 6.00 Stop 
Messing About! 6.30 Legal, Decent, 
Honest and Truthful 7.00 It’s Your 
Round 7.30 The Change 8.00 The 
Moth Radio Hour 8.50 Inheritance 
Tracks 9.00 Mastertapes 9.30 
Murder Most Foul 10.00 The 
Unbelievable Truth 10.30 Buy Me Up 
TV 10.55 The Comedy Club Interview 
11.00 Dead Ringers 11.30 Fabulous 
12.00 The Well of Loneliness 1.00am 
Charity Ends at Home 1.30 Agatha 
Raisin 2.00 Return to Paris 2.15 
Blood and Milk 2.30 Man at the Helm 
3.00 Stop Messing About! 3.30 Legal, 
Decent, Honest and Truthful 4.00 It’s 
Your Round 4.30 The Change 5.00 - 
6.00am The Well of Loneliness 
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Today’s television 


Main channels 


FV Freeview FS Freesat (AD) Audio description (R) Repeat (S) Subtitles (SL) In-vision signing 


Film choice 


BBC One 


6.00 am Breakfast (S) 9.15 Morning Live 
(S) 10.00 Close Calls: On Camera (S) 
10.30 Animal Park (AD) (S) 11.15 
Homes Under the Hammer (AD) (R) 
(S) 

pm Bargain Hunt (AD) (S) 

BBC News at One; Weather (S) 
Regional News; Weather (S) 
Wimbledon 2023 Coverage of the 
opening day from the All England Club 
See What to watch (S) 

BBC Newsat Six; Weather (S) 
Regional News; Weather (S) 


12.15 
1.00 
1.30 
1.45 


6.00 
6.30 


We Hunt Together 


7.00 Wimbledon 2023 Further overage of 
the opening day from the All England 
Club See What to watch (S) 


9.00 DIY SOS: The Big Build Enlarging 
the home of three orphaned boys 
living with their grandparents in 
Cornwall (AD) (R) (S) 


10.00 BBC Newsat Ten (S) 

10.30 Regional News; Weather (S) 

10.40 We Hunt Together Freddy and Baba 
seize upon an opportunity to solve 
two problems with another killing See 
What to watch (AD) (S) 


11.25 The Repair Shop: NHS Special 
12.25am Question of Sport 1.00 - 
6.00am News 


BBC Two 


6.45 am Bargain Hunt (AD) (R) (S) 7.30 
Great British Railway Journeys (AD) 
(R) (S) 8.00 Sign Zone: Springwatch 
(R) (S) (SL) 9.00 Nicky Campbell (S) 
9.45 Politics Live (S) 10.30 
Wimbledon 2023. Coverage of the 
opening day from the All England Club 
See What to watch (S) 

pm Wimbledon 2023 Further live 
coverage of the opening day See 
What to watch (S) 


3.00 


7.00 The One Show Alex Jones and 
Jermaine Jenas present (S) 


7.30 EastEnders Kim's anxiety soars on 


the day of her sentencing (AD) (S) 


8.00 Your Body Uncovered with Kate 
Garraway Kate meets a singer 
struggling with a thyroid nodule 


affecting her voice (AD) (R) (S) 


9.00 Today at Wimbledon Highlights of 
the opening day's play See What to 


watch (S) 


10.00 Dry Your Eyes Northern Irish comedy 
sketch show See What to watch 
(S) 

10.30 Newsnight (S) 


11.15 FILM: The Beguiled (2017) American 
Civil War drama starring Colin Farrell 
See Film choice 12.45am Sign 
Zone: Countryfile 1.40 Sign Zone: 
Waterloo Road 2.40 Sign Zone: 
Frontline Fightback 3.25 - 6.20am 
This ls BBC Two 


ITVI 


6.00 am Good Morning Britain (S) 9.00 
Lorraine (S) 10.00 This Morning (S) 
pm Loose Women (S) 

News; Weather (S) 

Regional News; Weather (S) 
James Martin’s French Adventure 
(R) (S) 

Lingo (R) (S) 

Tipping Point (R) (S) 

The Chase (R) (S) 

Regional News; Weather (S) 
News; Weather (S) 


12.30 
1.30 
1.55 

2.00 


3.00 
4.00 
5.00 
6.00 
6.30 


Long Lost Family 


7.30 Emmerdale Dan has avisit from the 


police (AD) (S) 


8.00 Coronation Street Stephen 
persuades Gabrielle to masquerade 


as a consultant to fool Carla (AD) (S) 


9.00 Long Lost Family New series. Two 
men searching for family and the truth 
about their beginnings See What to 


watch (AD) (S) 


10.00 News; Weather (S) 

10.30 Regional News; Weather (S) 

10.45 FILM: Ocean’s Twelve (2004) 
Crime caper sequel starring George 
Clooney See Film choice (AD) (S) 


12.50 am Shop: Ideal World 3.00 Tour de 
France Highlights 3.50 Unwind with 
ITV 5.05 - 6.00am James Martin’s 


French Adventure 


Channel 4 


6.05 am Countdown (R) (S) 6.45 Cheers 
(R) (S) 7.10 Cheers (R) (S) 7.35 The 
King of Queens (AD) (R) (S) 8.00 The 
King of Queens (AD) (R) (S) 8.25 
Frasier (AD) (R) (S) 8.55 Frasier (AD) 
(R) (S) 9.25 Frasier (AD) (R) (S) 9.55 
Find It, Fix It, Flog It (AD) (R) (S) 10.55 
Couples Come Dine with Me (R) (S) 
11.55 Channel 4 News (S) 

Steph’s Packed Lunch (S) 

pm Countdown (S) 

A Place in the Sun (R) (S) 

Chateau DIY (AD) (R) (S) 

Sun, Sea and Selling Houses (S) 
The Simpsons (AD) (R) (S) 
Hollyoaks (AD) (R) (S) 


12.00 
2.10 
3.00 
4.00 
5.00 
6.00 
6.30 


Supermarkets Unwrapped: Freezer Aisle 


7.00 Channel 4 News (S) 


8.00 Supermarkets Unwrapped: The 
Freezer Aisle See What to watch 
(AD) (S) 


8.30 Kirstie and Phil’s Love It or List It: 
Brilliant Builds (AD) (S) 


9.00 Evacuation British and Taliban troops 
are forced to work together to control 
the crowds (AD) (S) 


10.00 Wonders of the World I Can’t See 
Chris McCausland visits the ancient 
city of Petra with Guz Khan (AD) (S) 
Dr Death 12.05am FILM: I’m Your 
Man (2021) Comedy drama starring 
Maren Eggert 1.55 Dispatches: Boris, 
the Lord & the Russian Spy 2.50 
Ramsay's Kitchen Nightmares USA 
3.40 Grand Designs 4.35 George 
Clarke’s Amazing Spaces 5.30 Fame 
in the Family 5.55 - 6.05am Kirstie’s 
House of Craft 


11.05 


Channel 5 


6.00 am Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy Vine (S) 
11.15 Storm Huntley (S) 

pm Alexis Conran (S) 

5 News at Lunchtime (S) 

Home and Away (AD) (R) (S) 
FILM: The Stepsister (2022, TVM) 
Thriller starring Annika Foster (S) 
Bargain Loving Brits by the Sea (R) 
(S) 

5 News at 5 (S) 

Eggheads (R) (S) 

Eggheads (R) (S) 

5 News Update (S) 


12.40 
1.40 
1.45 
215 


4.00 


5.00 
6.00 
6.30 
6.55 


Police Interceptors 


7.00 Puzzling with Lucy Worsley Quiz, 
hosted by Lucy Worsley (R) (S) 


7.55 5 News Update (S) 


8.00 Police Interceptors Officers join 
forces with the National Police Air 
Service (S) 


9.00 Police: Night Shift 999 Officers 


attend a crash on a motorway (S) 


10.00 Ambulance: Code Red (AD) (R) (S) 
11.05 999: Critical Condition 12.05am 
Police Interceptors 1.00 
Teleshopping 3.00 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors 3.50 Rich House, Poor 
House 4.40 The Railways That Built 
Britain with Chris Tarrant 5.25 
Entertainment News on 5 5.40 
Milkshake! Monkey's Amazing 
Adventures 5.45 - 6.00am Paw 
Patrol 


ET 
Mission: Impossible (1996) 
Film4, 9pm * Ow 


Kicking off the franchise based on the 
hit TV show, this has Tom Cruise as 
secret agent Ethan Hunt, who must 
keep a list of spies’ names from falling 
into the wrong, traitorous hands. The 
winding plot is almost incidental to 
Brian De Palma’s thrilling action 
sequences, set to an iconic theme. 
Catch the rest of the films in this slot 
all week, ahead of Dead Reckoning: 
Part One’s release on July 12. 


te 
N 


AN 
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Ocean’s Twelve (2004) 
ITVI, 10.45pm xk 


The middle film in Steven 
Soderbergh’s heist trilogy sees the con 
men led by George Clooney face a 
conundrum: someone has ratted on 
them, and they have just two weeks to 
repay the $160million they stole from 
Andy Garcia in Ocean’s Eleven. It’s 
more humorous, though convoluted, 
than its predecessor. Catherine 
Zeta-Jones, Julia Roberts and Brad Pitt 
are among the starry ensemble cast. 


j i 
The Beguiled (2017) 
BBC Two, 11.15pm; not NI **k*e* 


This adaptation of Thomas P Cullinan’s 
novel, from director Sofia Coppola, 

is set in Civil War-era rural Virginia, 
where a wounded Union soldier (Colin 
Farrell) seeks refuge in a girls’ school. 
In Coppola’s hands, it’s a slender, 
witheringly funny morality tale in 
which a sisterhood is destabilised by 
one man, with horrific consequences 
- for him. Frequent Coppola 
collaborator Kirsten Dunst is fantastic. 


rer Play now at telegraph.co.uk/panagram or on the Puzzles app Q PUZZLES 


s s FV Freeview FS Freesat (AD) Audio description (R) Repeat (S) Subtitles (SL) In-vision signin a z 
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7.00 pm The Wonder of Beeswith | 11.35 am Heartbeat 11.55 am Dempsey and Makepeace | Noon The Joy of Painting 11.10 am The Sopranos 11.00 am Dead Reckoning (1947, 11.40 am The Bill LASN The Pepa shop: NHS Special 
Martha Kearney 12.40 pm Heartbeat 1.00 pm Tour de France Highlights 1.00 pm Tales of the Unexpected 12.15 pm Game of Thrones b/w) 12.40 pm Classic EastEnders 1.25 - 6.00am BBC News 
7.30 Fred Dibnah’s Made in Britain 1.45 Classic Emmerdale 2.00 Tour De France Live 2023. 2.00 Reinventing the Orchestra 1.20 Gomorrah 1.05 pm Appointment with Danger 1.20 Classic EastEnders BBC Two: 10.00 - 10.30pm Eadai SOS 
8.00 Attenborough and the Giant 2.15 Classic Emmerdale Coverage of stage three with Charles Hazlewood 2.25 Gomorrah (1950, b/w) 2.00 Hamish Macbeth 11.15 Dry Your Eyes 11.45 - 12.45am 
Dinosaur 2.45 Classic Coronation Street 5.05 Great Racehorses 3.00 The Directors 3.30 Big Love 2.50 Arabian Nights (1942) 3.00 Lovejoy Gods of Tennis 
9.00 Secrets of the Jurassic 3.15 Classic Coronation Street 5.25 Made in Britain 4.00 Discovering: Albert Finney 4.35 Big Love 4.35 Ten Wanted Men (1955) 4.10 Peak Practice UTV: 10.45pm View from Stormont 
Dinosaurs 3.50 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 5.55 BattleBots 5.00 Tales of the Unexpected 5.40 The Sopranos 6.15 Indiana Jones and the Last 5.20 Waiting for God 11.40 Love Your Garden 12.00 - 
10.00 Planet Dinosaur 6.00 Heartbeat 7.00 Tour de France Highlights 6.00 Alfred Hitchcock Presents 6.50 The Sopranos Crusade (1989) 6.00 Porridge 12.50am The 1% Club 
10.30 Planet Dinosaur 7.00 Heartbeat 8.00 The Chase Celebrity Special 7.00 The Joy of Painting 7.55 Game of Thrones 8.50 Mission: Impossible — Fallout 6.40 Last of the Summer Wine 
11.00 Walking with Dinosaurs 8.00 Endeavour 9.00 The Motorbike Show 8.00 RSC - All's Well That Ends 9.00 The Idol Interview Special 7.20 Last of the Summer Wine Scotland 
12.00 Magic Numbers: Hannah Fry's | 10.00 Law & Order: UK 10.05 FILM: Aliens (1986) Sci-fi Well 10.15 Euphoria 9.00 Mission: Impossible (1996) 8.00 The Last Detective BBC One: No variations 
Mysterious World of Maths 11.00 The Bay thriller sequel starring 10.30 Shakespeare: The Man Behind | 11.15 Winning Time: The Rise of the Action thriller starring Tom 9.35 New Tricks BBC Scotland: 7.00pm Beechgrove 
1.00 am The Wonder of Bees with 12.00 The Royal Sigourney Weaver the Name Lakers Dynasty Cruise See Film choice 10.35 New Tricks Garden 7.30 Landward 8.00 Scotland 
Martha Kearney 1.00 am The Royal 12.55 am Lost Car Rescue 12.30 am The Art of Architecture 12.15 am Billions 11.15 The Firm (1993) Thriller 11.35 Silent Witness from the Sky 9.00 The Nine 10.00 River 
1.30 Fred Dibnah’s Made in Britain 2.10 Unwind with ITV 1.50 Motorsport UK 1.30 Sky Arts from Hay 1.20 Billions starring Tom Cruise 2.20 am Classic Holby City City 10.30 Icons of Football 11.00 Being 
2.00 Attenborough and the Giant 2.30 -6.00am Teleshopping 2.40 Unwind with ITV 2.30 Chadwick Boseman: Off 2.25 Game of Thrones 2.20 -3.50am Playground (2021) 3.20 -4.00am Birds of a Feather Mum with MND midnight Close 
Dinosaur 3.00 -6.00am Shop: Ideal World Camera 3.35 -4.05am In Treatment Premiere. Drama starring STV: 3.50 - 5.05am Night Vision 
3.00 -4.00am Secrets of the 3.45 -5.00am National Trust: Maya Vanderbeque and 
Jurassic Dinosaurs National Treasures Gunter Duret Wales 
BBC One: 12.25 - 12.55am Garden 
Dave Two Ronnies 2.00 The Fast Show 2.30 | 999: On the Front Line 2.50-3.50am_ | Thriller starring Glenn Ford 3.35- Sky Sports Premier Comeback City 7.00 Street Outlaws Beth French 3.50 My Icon: Natasha E No variations 
Live at the Apollo 3.30-4.00am 24 Hours in A&E 4.50am FILM: The Hangman Waits League 8.00 Gold Divers 9.00 Street Outlaws | Jonas 4.00 The Directors 5.00 ITV1 Wales: 10.45pm Sharp End 11.40 


Noon Storage Hunters UK 1.00pm 
Fast Justice 2.00 Top Gear 4.00 
Richard Osman’s House of Games 
4.40 Would | Lie to You? 5.20 Room 
1016.00 Taskmaster 7.00 Richard 
Osman’s House of Games 8.20 Would I 
Lie to You? With Sara Pascoe, Mary 
Portas, Paul Sinha and Rylan 9.00 QI 
XL. Extended edition. David Mitchell, 
Ronni Ancona, Jimmy Carr and Alan 
Davies attempt to answer Stephen 
Fry's fiendish questions as he lumps 
together a whole host of L-themed 
topics 11.00 Mock the Week 11.40 
Would | Lie to You? 12.20am QI 1.00 
Taskmaster 2.00 Richard Osman’s 
House of Games 3.15-4.00am Room 
101 


GOLD 


Noon The Green Green Grass 
12.40pm Ever Decreasing Circles 
1.20 Dad’s Army 2.00 Only Fools and 
Horses 2.40 Are You Being Served? 
3.20 Last of the Summer Wine 4.40 
The Green Green Grass 5.20 Are You 
Being Served? 6.00 The Good Life 
6.40 Dad's Army 8.00 The Good Life. 
Barbara rips her last posh frock 8.40 
The Two Ronnies 10.30 Live at the 
Apollo. With Dara O Briain, Nina Conti 
and Danny Bhoy 11.30 Inside No 9 - 
The Devil of Christmas. Black comedy, 
starring Jessica Raine 12.10am The 


Desmond's 


ITV2 


Noon Celebrity Dinner Date 1.00pm 
Alan Carr’s Epic Gameshow — Celebrity 
Special 2.00 Chuck 3.05 One Tree Hill 
4.00 Dawson's Creek 5.00 Celebrity 
Dinner Date 6.00 Celebrity 
Catchphrase 7.00 Alan Carr’s Epic 
Gameshow 8.00 Superstore 9.00 
Love Island 10.05 Deep Fake 
Neighbour Wars. Floyd Mayweather 
and Dua Lipa feud with Matthew 
McConaughey over his big tree, and 
newlyweds Nicki Minaj and Tom 
Holland argue with Mark Zuckerberg 
about a leak 10.35 Family Guy 11.35 
American Dad! 12.30am Superstore 
1.25 lain Stirling's CelebAbility 2.10 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.40 Unwind with ITV 3.00- 
6.00am Teleshopping 


More4 


11.05am Find It, Fix It, Flog It 1.10pm 
Heir Hunters 3.10 Four in a Bed 5.50 
The Secret Life of the Zoo 6.55 The 
Dog House 8.00 PopMaster TV Ken 
Bruce presents the grand final of the 
radio quiz. Last in the series See What 
to watch 9.00 Car S.0.S 10.00 Guy 
Martin’s Spitfire 11.40 24 Hours in 
A&E 12.45am PopMaster TV 1.50 


PBS America 


11.55am Auschwitz - One Day 
1.00pm Beautiful Serengeti 1.30 The 
Normans 2.50 Britain on Film with 
Tony Robinson 3.55 WWII in Color: 
Road to Victory 5.00 Auschwitz - One 
Day 6.10 The Normans 7.30 Britain 
on Film with Tony Robinson See 
What to watch 8.35 WWII in Color: 
Road to Victory 9.40 Auschwitz - One 
Day 10.50 Britain on Film with Tony 
Robinson 12.00 WWII in Color: Road to 
Victory 1.05am Beautiful Serengeti 
2.00-6.00am Teleshopping 


Talking Pictures TV 


24 hours, including at: 

10.45am FILM: Broken Journey 
(1948, b/w) Drama starring Phyllis 
Calvert 12.30pm FILM: The Night My 
Number Came Up (1955, b/w) Thriller 
starring Michael Redgrave 2.30 Crown 
Court 3.00 Derek Fowlds: A Part Well 
Played 3.40 FILM: Beneath the 
12-Mile Reef (1953) Drama starring 
Robert Wagner 5.45 Look at Life 6.00 
The Footage Detectives 7.00 The 
Champions 8.00 The Main Chance 
9.00 FILM: Underworld USA (1961, 
b/w) Revenge thriller starring Cliff 
Robertson 10.55 Kessler 12.00 Crown 
Court 1.30am FILM: Rage (1966) 


(1947, b/w) Crime drama starring John 
Turnbull 


Yesterday 


Noon Great American Railroad 
Journeys 1.00pm Great British 
Railway Journeys 2.00 Bangers & 
Cash 4.00 The World at War 5.00 
Great British Railway Journeys 6.00 
Secrets of the London Underground 
7.00 Bangers & Cash 8.00 How To 
Build A Motor Car 9.00 Abandoned 
Engineering 10.00 Bangers & Cash 
11.00 Abandoned Engineering 12.00 
Great British Railway Journeys 
1.00am Chris Tarrant: Extreme 
Railways 2.00 Forbidden History 
3.00-6.10am Teleshopping 


Sky Sports Main Event 


7.30am Live ICC Cricket World Cup 
Qualifier. Netherlands v Oman. Live 
coverage of the Super Six match at 
Harare Sports Club in Zimbabwe 
4.00pm Sky Sports News 5.00 Sky 
Sports News 6.00 Sky Sports News 
7.00 The Transfer Show 8.00 Sky 
Sports News 9.00 Sky Sports News 
10.00 Sky Sports News 10.30 Back 
Pages Tonight. A look at the sports 
headlines in tomorrow’s newspapers 
11.00 Sky Sports News 12.00- 
6.00am Sky Sports News 


Noon Gary Neville’s Soccerbox 
1.00pm Premier League Years 3.00 
PL Greatest Games 4.00 Premier 
League Highlights 5.00 Premier 
League Review 7.00 Premier League 
Highlights 8.00 Gary Neville’s 
Soccerbox 9.00 Man City Champions 
20/21 9.30 Premier League Icons 
10.30 PL Retro 12.30am Premier 
League Icons 1.00 Premier League 
Years 3.00-4.00am PL Greatest 
Games 


BT Sport! 


11.00am ESPN Films Presents 
12.30pm 30 for 30 2.00 ESPN FC 
2.30 Hockey 4.30 ESPN FC 5.00 
ESPN FC Presents: Gab & Juls 5.30 
The FA Disability Cup 6.30 MLB: Off 
The Bat 7.00 Live MLB 10.30 ESPN 
FC Presents: Gab & Juls 11.00 WWE 
Raw Highlights 12.00 WWE 
SmackDown Highlights 1.00-4.15am 
Live: WWE Monday Night Raw. 
Wrestling coverage 


Discovery 


Noon Undercover Billionaire: 
Comeback City 1.00pm Gold Rush: 
White Water 3.00 Barnwood Builders 
4.00 Diesel Brothers 5.00 Wheeler 
Dealers 6.00 Undercover Billionaire: 


11.00 Naked and Afraid XL1.00am 
Street Outlaws 3.00-4.00am 
Moonshiners 


Sky Cinema Premiere 


24 hours, including at: 

11.20am Don’t Worry Darling (2022) 
Thriller starring Florence Pugh 
1.25pm The Woman King (2022) 
Drama starring Viola Davis 3.50 
Paradise Highway (2022) Drama 
starring Juliette Binoche 5.55 Don't 
Worry Darling (2022) Thriller starring 
Florence Pugh 8.00 The Woman King 
(2022) A group of warriors attempt to 
protect the kingdom of Dahomey. 
Drama starring Viola Davis 10.30 The 
Integrity Of Joseph Chambers (2022) 
An insurance salesman, hoping to 
prove his survivalist skills to his family, 
goes hunting alone, but he is not 
prepared for what lies ahead. Drama 
with Clayne Crawford 12.25am It Is In 
Us All (2022) Drama starring Cosmo 
Jarvis 2.10-4.10am Smile (2022) 
Horror starring Sosie Bacon 


Sky Documentaries 


10.55am Shaq 12.05pm FILM: All 
That Breathes (2022) Documentary 
starring Salik Rehman 2.00 FILM: 
Against the Tides (2019) The story of 
record-breaking marathon swimmer 


Discovering: Kirk Douglas 6.00 
Deadline Day: Football’s Transfer 
Window 6.55 The Man Who Bought 
Cricket 7.50 Shaq 9.00 Women at 
War: Mexico 10.00 George Carlin’s 
American Dream 12.10am 100 Foot 
Wave 2.10-4.00am Southern Rites 


Sky History 


11.30am Alone: Polar Bear Island 
1.00pm Flipping Bangers 2.00 
Mountain Men 5.00 Pawn Stars Do 
America 6.00 American Pickers 7.00 
Forged in Fire 8.00 Deep Water 
Salvage 9.00 Ancient Murders 
Unearthed 10.00 Queens of Ancient 
Egypt 11.00 Egyptian Vice 12.00 
History’s Greatest Mysteries 1.00am 
Deep Water Salvage 2.00-5.00am 
Mountain Men 


Sky Max 


Noon NCIS: New Orleans 1.00pm 
Hawaii Five-0 2.00 MacGyver 3.00 
DC’s Legends of Tomorrow 4.00 
Supergirl 5.00 The Flash 6.00 Freddie 
Fries Again 8.00 Tom Cruise: Movie 
Maverick 9.00 Karl Pilkington: The 
Moaning of Life 10.00 The Swarm 
11.00 The Overlap on Tour 12.00 Last 
King of the Cross 1.05am Bel-Air 
2.00 NCIS: New Orleans 3.00- 
4.00am Hawaii Five-O 


The 1% Club 12.25 - 12.50am Coast & 
Country 


ITVI Regions 


No variations 


S4C 


6.00am Cyw 12.00 Newyddion S4C a'r 
Tywydd 12.05pm Sgwrs Dan y Lloer 
12.30 Triathlon Cymru 1.00 Prynhawn 
Da 1.55 Newyddion S4C a’r Tywydd 
2.00 Seiclo: Tour de France 4.40 Og y 
Draenog Hapus 4.50 Pablo 5.00 Stwnsh 
6.00 Colleen Ramsey: Bywyd a Bwyd 
6.30 Rownd a Rownd 6.57 Newyddion 
S4C 7.00 Heno 7.30 Newyddion S4C a’r 
Tywydd 8.00 Y Byd ar Bedwar 8.25 
Garddio a Mwy 8.55 Newyddion S4C a’r 
Tywydd 9.00 Ffermio 9.30 Seiclo: Tour 
de France 10.00 Ty am Ddim 11.00 - 
11.35pm Sgwrs Dan y Lloer 
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Weather & Crosswords* 


Forecast KEY : m Shetland > O ~~ day European readings Last night’s report for 24 hours to 6pm Sujiko® GENTLE NO 4649 
J i orecas Max Min Daytime Max Min Daytime Max Min Daytime 
$ eared P Orkney & © °C °C weather °C °C weather °C °C weather 
oes = Tuesda Akrotiri 29 22 sunny | Frankfurt 24 14 sunny | Oslo 20 13 rain 9 
m A © 20-25° 68-77 Outlook u y i ial F 7 F 
General situation © 15-20° 59-68 fan Alicante 29 22 sunny Funchal 25 20 picldy Palermo 26 24 plcidy (41) (18) 
P n A r 10-15° 50-59 ted on Tuesda Amsterdam 20 14 windy Gdansk 23 15 showers | Paris 24 13 picldy Ly, U9) 
A front will bring periods of rain across 510° 41-50 orice Scotland ant, Athens 33 22 sunny | Geneva 25 17 pjcldy | Perpignan 31 22 windy 
northern Scotland with scattered showers Sor 324 Northern Ireland with a Barcelona 27 21 sunny | Gibraltar 27 22 showers | Prague 26 16 p/cldy 6 
over southern Scotland, Northern Ireland, @ 2-0 -4-32 few showers elsewhere, Bari 27 20 picidy | Hamburg 22 14 windy | Reykjavik 17 9 showers AN lack 
Northern England and Wales. Southern Pressure pae y ner Belgrade 27 19 storms | Helsinki 21 15 picldy | Rhodes 33 23 sunny 21 19 
England will have the odd p.m. shower. HB se Mars showery spells in many Benidorm 29 21 sunny | Innsbruck 28 16 p/cldy | Riga 24 15 storms NEP NEY 
London, Cent S (15-19C). Min 48-56F areas. Bergen 17 13 iali Istanbul 31 21 sunny Rome 27 18 sunny 8 
England, Channel Is, (9-13C). Berlin 25 17 windy Kyiv 31 19 storms | Saint Malo 22 13 cloudy 
SW England, E N Ireland: Biarritz 23 17 showers | La Rochelle 22 16 windy Salzburg 21 15 showers -- 
England, SE England, | Showery spells today. A Bodrum 33 20 sunny | Lisbon 33 19 sunny | Santander 22 16 pjcldy | To play Sujiko, enter the numbers 1 to 9 
E Anglia, Midlands: fresh W wind. Max | 5o œ a S, ~-o 1004 | Bordeaux 26 19 pjcldy | Locarno 29 16 storms | Santiago/Comp. 25 17 p/cidy in the spaces so that the total in each 
Sunny periods today 58-62F (14-17C). Broken Brest 19 12 cloudy | Luxembourg 21 11 windy | Sofia 24 15 cloudy | Circle is equal to the sum of the four 
wim the odd afternoon goud oniiir Min Brussels 23 14 pjcidy Madrid 36 20 sunny St. Petersburg 21 16 showers | Surrounding squares. 
shower. A moderate = j A Bucharest 31 19 p/cidy Majorca 29 18 sunny Stockholm 21 8 rain 
wind. Max 60-70F @SW Scotland, NW Budapest 29 20 sunny | Malaga 32 22 sunny | Strasbourg 27 17 plcidy Suguru NO 1737 
(16-21C). Broken cloud Scotland, Glasgow, nan - - 2 - 
tonight with the odd Cent Highlands, Cagliari 32 22 windy Malta 29 22 windy Tenerife 27 21 windy 
shower or two. Min Argyll, W Isles, SE Chamonix 20 13 showers | Marseille 31 22 windy Tirana 29 18 storms 
47-59F (8-15C). Scotland, NE Scotland, Copenhagen 19 16 rain Menorca 27 21 sunny Toulouse 26 18 showers 
NW England, Lake Edinburgh, Dundee, Corfu 29 21 storms | Milan 30 19 p/cldy | Valencia 32 21 sunny 
Dist, IoM, Cent N Aberdeen, Moray Cork 18 10 showers | Monaco 26 21 sunny Venice 29 19 p/cidy 
England, NE England: | Firth, Orkney, Corsica 27 18 picldy | Moscow 23 16 p/cldy | Vienna 29 17 windy 
Proko oud mia Seland- Crete 31 20 sunny | Munich 23 15 showers | Vigo 31 17 plcldy 
scattered s OWErS:. Plenty of cloud today Dublin 18 10 showers | Naples 28 21 picldy Vilnius 24 11 storms 
today. A fresh W wind. and tonight with - - - 
Max 58-64F (14-18C). periods of rain, Friday Dubrovnik 26 18 p/cldy Nice 27 21 sunny Warsaw 23 15 showers 
Periods of rain west especially north. A fresh 5 wie Faro 28 23 sunny Nicosia 36 21 sunny Zagreb 29 17 p/cldy 
tonight. Min 47-53F W wind. Max 41-63F ARS 2€ Florence 31 21 p/cldy Oporto 29 17 sunny Zurich 23 14 plcidy 
(8-120) (5-170). Min 37-52F 3000 : 
-12C). -17C). Min 37- 30.00--. 
Wales: (3-1C). Pees vot & & 
Showery spella todây @ AccuWeather aaa po ; The aim of Suguru is to fill the grid so that no 
and tonight. A fres! aoe a piti ; z ; 
Said. MTO Ger Visit AccuWeather.com Ses islands € same digit is touching. A two-cell outlined 


block contains the digits 1 and 2; a three-cell 
block contains 1, 2, 3; and so on. The same 
digit must not appear in neighbouring cells, 
not even diagonally. 


Suko 


MAKE THE WORLD YOUR OWN Bor Cele cee 


Expert opinion, trusted reviews and travel planning advice + telegraph.co.uk/travel 


NO 857 Every Monday 
British readings Last night's report for 24 hours to 6pm - “estimated readings 
Sun Rain Max/Min Daytime Sun Rain Max/Min Daytime Sun Rain Max/Min Daytime Sun Rain Max/Min Daytime 
hrs in °c weather hrs in °c weather hrs in °c weather hrs in °c weather = 
Aberdeen 5.2 0.04 18 11 showers | Chester 15 0.00 18 11 cloudy Isles of Scilly 5.9* 0.00* 19" 14* p/cloudy | Ramsgate 7.3 0.00 22 12 p/cloudy (04 (41) 
Aberystwyth 27° 0.00 18 13 cloudy Coventry 5.7* 0.00 19° 11" p/cloudy | Jersey 5.9 0.00 19 14 p/cloudy | Rhyl 77° 0.00 18 12 p/cloudy A Ah A 
Antrim 3.0 0.07 17 12 rain Doncaster 4.6* 0.00 20° 12* p/cloudy | Keswick 0.0* 0.07 17 12 showers | Rugby 6.5* 0.00 20 10 p/cloudy 
Aviemore 3.9 007 17 9 rain Dover 7.0* 0.00 19 13 p/cloudy | Kew Gardens 6.8* 0.00 22* 15* p/cloudy | Salisbury 5.3* 0.00 20 9 p/cloudy J 
Barnstaple 27° 0,00 19 13 cloudy | Dundee 10.5 0,02 18 11 sunny King’s Lynn 7.5° 0.00 19 19 p/cloudy | Scunthorpe 5.2* 0.00 19° 12° p/cloudy 24 (49) 
Barrow-in-Furns. 4.0* 0.00 18 13 p/cloudy | Eastbourne 24 0.00 21 12 cloudy | Leeds 2.9* 0.00 17* 11* cloudy | Sheffield 4.6 0.00 20 12 pj/cloudy p A 
Basingstoke 5.9 0.00 21 11 p/cloudy | Edinburgh 6.9 0.01 16 11 p/cloudy | Leek 4.2* 0.00 15 9 p/cloudy | Shetland 0.0* 0.04 16 12 showers "I 
Bedford 9.6" 0.00 21 9 p/cloudy | Epsom 81° 0.00 21 11 p/cloudy | Leominster 0.9 0.00 19 7 cloudy Shrewsbury 3.8 0.00 18 9 p/cloudy . 
Belfast 3.77 0.12 17* 12° showers | Falmouth 0.7* 0.00 21 13 cloudy Lincoln 48 0.00 21 11 p/cloudy | Skegness 8.7* 0.00 21 9 p/cloudy World readings 
Berwick 8.3 0.03 17 9 showers | Farnborough 5.8* 0.00 21* 10* p/cloudy | Liverpool 1.5 0.00 18 11 cloudy | Southampton 8.1" 0.00 21° 14* p/cloudy Max Min Daytime Max Min Daytime Max Min Daytime 
Birmingham 9.9* 0,00 20 10 p/cloudy | Fort William 3.1 0.52 14 9 rain London 54 0.00 23 12 pj/cloudy | Southend-on-Sea 6.1 0.00 22 12 p/cloudy °c °C weather °c °C weather °C °C weather 
Bodmin 0.0* 0.00 18 12 cloudy Glasgow 4.0 017 16 11 rain Manchester 0.6 0.01 19 12 cloudy Stockport 0.6 0.01 19 12 cloudy Accra 29 22 plcldy Damascus 36 19 sunny New Orleans 34 27 p/cidy 
Bournemouth 1.8 0.00 22 12 cloudy Great Malvern 4.0° 0.00 22 10 p/cloudy | Middlesbrough 3.0* 0.01 18 10 cloudy Stornoway 2.9 0.28 15 11 rain Addis Ababa 25 13 rain Dares Salaam 28 21 cloudy New Delhi 36 27 p/cldy 
Braintree 7.4* 0.00 21 9 p/cloudy | Grimsby 8.8* 0.00 21 11 p/cloudy | Newcastle 9.4* 0.03 17 10 p/cloudy | Swansea 4.0° 0.00 18 12 p/clioudy | Adelaide 14 5 p/cidy Dhaka 33 26 storms | New York 29 21 storms 
Brecon 24° 0.00 17 9 cloudy Guernsey 4.8" 0.00 19 14 p/cloudy | Newquay 19 0.00 19 14 cloudy Swindon 5.3" 0.00 18 10 p/cloudy | Alexandria 29 24 sunny Dubai 39 30 sunny Ottawa 25 19 showers NO 858 
Bridlington 6.8* 0.00 21 11 p/cloudy | Hereford 3.6" 0.00 21 10 pjcloudy | Nottingham 27 0.00 19 11 cloudy | Thirsk 3.4* 0.00 19 11 cloudy Algiers 30 18 sunny Falkland Is. 8 6 rain Perth 19 6 sunny 
Brighton 5.6" 0,00 22 11 p/cloudy | HighWycombe 6.2* 0,00 22* 11° p/cloudy | Orkney 0.0 048 15 11 rain Tiree 31° 0.21 15 11 rain Amman 31 20 sunny Harare 22 8 sunny Port-of-Spain 32 25 storms 
Bristol 4.8" 0.00 19° 12° p/cloudy | Holyhead 24 0.00 19 13 cloudy Oxford 4.8 0.00 21 11 p/cloudy | Weymouth 5.8" 0.00 19 14 p/cloudy | Anchorage 15 13 showers | Havana 33 23 storms | RiodeJaneiro 25 20 p/cidy 
Camborne 19 0.00 19 14 cloudy Huddersfield 3.0° 0.00 16 11 cloudy Perth 21° 0.03 17 11 showers | Whitehaven 14° 0.01 16 12 cloudy Ankara 31 12 sunny Hong Kong 31 28 showers | Riyadh 45 29 haze Fas Grr 
Cardiff 3.9 0.00 18 12 p/cloudy | Ipswich 5.7 0.00 20 8 p/cloudy | Peterborough 6.3* 0.00 19° 11* p/cloudy | Windermere 1.1* 0.00 17* 11° cloudy AscensionIs. 28 24 p/cldy Honolulu 24 23 plcidy San Francisco 22 16 p/cidy 29) 16) 
Carlisle 1.6* 0.00 16 12 cloudy Isle of Man 6.5 0.01 18 12 p/cloudy | Plymouth 1.9* 0.00 21 12 cloudy Worcester 44* 0.00 22 10 p/cloudy | Auckland 14 10 showers | Jakarta 32 26 p/cidy Santiago 10 7 cloudy 
Catterick 1.2 0.00 18 11 cloudy | IsleofSkye 11° 0.00 13° 9° cloudy Portsmouth* 5.0° 0.00* 22° 12* p/cloudy | Yeovil 17 0.00 22 13 cloudy Baghdad 47 29 haze Jeddah 41 29 pjcidy Seattle 18 13 sunny 
Cheltenham 4.3" 0.00 21° 11° p/cloudy | Isle of Wight  5.5* 0.00 18 14 p/cloudy | Prestwick 41 021 17 12 rain York 3.9* 0.00 19* 12* p/cloudy | Bahamas 30 26 plcidy _ | Jerusalem 29 19 sunny | Seoul 32 22 picidy A aN A aN 
Atlantic front Sun & moon (Greenwich) High water Sea forecast Bahrain 39 34 haze Johannesburg 18 5 sunny Seychelles 28 24 showers \22) (13) 
5 _ | Sunrises 0450 | Aberdeen 0140 4.1m 1411 4.1m | S North Sea: A moderate to strong Bamako 33 23 picldy Kabul 39 19 sunny Singapore 31 26 cloudy 
Sun sets 2121 | Belfast 1139 3.4m 2357 3.5m | westerly wind today. Seas will be Bangkok 35 26 rain Karachi 35 29 picldy | Sydney 19 7 _pleldy 
na OSST | Dewr S Gim aT Gm | Veig wego | pE | IT O AS T a 
Last quarter July10 | Falmouth 0541 4.8m 1803 5.1m hea et noun arvana ET sili apa umpur 13°33 pa alae a 2A sini 
ji » æ moderate to strong west-south- 
Yesterday A E Sag oa see estes wlid tia Sea wil Bogota 19 11 showers | Lahore 38 28 sunny Tokyo 32 22 sunny (18) (17) 
ne Warmest London/Heathrow 24C (75F) | Hull 0645 7.2m 1916 7.2m | moderate on the east and the west. | Bridgetown 30 26 p/cldy | Lima 23 17 plcldy _ | Toronto 23 22 storms 
Coldest Aonach 3C (37F) | Liverpool ~ ~ 14 8.9m Visibility will be fair. Brisbane 22 11 p/cidy Los Angeles 22 17 plcidy Tunis 32 22 windy . 
Wettest Aonach 0.82in. | London 0210 7.0m 1440 6.7m St. George’s Channel: A moderate | BuenosAires 17 13 p/eldy Maldives 30 27 storms | Vancouver 18 15 sunny To play Suko, place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
Sunless Doge 10.5 | Portsmomti 2206 na aseton Aind today: Seas. 2 35 24 sunny | Manila 34 24 cloudy | Washington 29 23 storms | the spaces so that the number in each circle 
Lighting up SETEME ed will be moderate. Visibility will Canberra 16 -3 rain Marrakesh 41 22 sunny | Wellington 13 8 showers is equal to the sum of the four surrounding 
A o a enc Seanad Aberdeen ae Pollen count be poor. Cape Town 19 7 sunny Melbourne 18 8 showers | Winnipeg 27 18 storms spaces. Today's solutions appear tomorrow. 
A it waa AAA Birmingham 233 tw OSE aes cle Wate West en Irish Sea: A moderate to strong jasablanes z E a mami 5 a x aaa Forecasts and Friday's solutione: _ GEER 
London 2121 to 0451 | moderate. Tree pollen is low. west-southwesterly wind today. cag gO Pay peny graphics provided by Sujiko 4648: 715 | Suguru 1736: Hbk 
Noon today: Low pressure over Scandinavia with an occluded front extending into Manchester 2139 to 0448 Seas will be moderate. Visibility will | Christchurch 9 -3 sunny Mumbai 32 Ze- Storms AccuWeather.com 346 ADIGE 
northern parts of the United Kingdom. Penzance 2135 to 0519 | Provided by the National Polen and Aerobiology Research unt’ | De poor. Colombo 29 25 storms | Nairobi 24 14 cloudy ©2023 289 siama 


Crossword 30,342 telegraph.co.uk/puzzles 


Across Down 

1 Notes made by one in my 1 Overtake father with two e 

journal at the front (5,5) sons (4) (0) 

6 Ringing some of the 2 Cardinal rule, reportedly (9) O | | r rst 1S S l | C S RQ 
choristers (4) 3 Swift attack seizing power (5) 

10 Getting married in spring? 4 Where one may find fruit or 

Tighten one’s belt (5) variety of beet (7) (J 

11 Sanction demolition (9) 5 Outside, passing by 

12 Form of pollution -a non-stop (7) 

constant one with sewer (4,4) 7 Member of the clergy soon 

13 Beaches in outskirts of after beginning of chaplaincy (5) e 

Skegness? (5) 8 Magical words of Aesop 

15 Former partner modelled seem silly about lion’s tail (4,6) 

naked (7) 9 Page carries on, takes ied 

17 Tells stories about cat in liberties (8) \ Ñ ] C l l Ol l S l | SCrl C toO 
French city (7) 14 Editorials with it must give 

19 Quandary of Miss guidance (10) 


Woodhouse after l’d returned 16 & 18 Famous duo, male, e 

then left (7) sounding frank when | i i | 

21 Odd sort, odd making broadcast (5,3,9) 1 e n lish OM eC 
stand (7) 20 London theatre’s adaptation 


22 Bird, yellow, heading off (5) | of Lady C enthralling wife and 
24 Work on mock trial (5,3) husband (7) 


27 OverworkedinareaofEast | 21 Change the appearance of Featuring exceptional English homes from country houses to coastal 
London by editor (9) rocker's rival in part of film (7) x . 5 a š 
AÀ 7 | 28 Rejecting starter, cause 23 Minister starts to visit Irish retreats, as well as expert design advice and inspiration 
K . ; annoyance in joint (5) churches at random (5) 
ee Homeilifts by poflock 29 Leave - usual time (4) 25 Poet certainly receiving a 7 
ee 30 Something easily done in bouquet at the end (5) The 


e Market leading technology » Smallest lift on the market e Quick and easy to install Peter Pan, forexam ple (6,4) 26 Ever so clever youth, to « / 
e 12 month warranty e Certified to the British Standard 5900:2012 SPRING 
some extent (4) e aia N 
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Help with today’s clues Single clues 0905 757 0120. All Across/Down clues 0905 757 0121. Calls cost £1/minute, plus network access charge. Services open Mon-Fri. SP: Spoke — Helpline 0333 202 3390. HOM 


i Saturday’s Prize Solution of June 24 
Quick Crossword Quick Crossword No 30,335 : Lc 
Across Solution EXPERT GUIDES a} 
; Across: 1 Heart, 4 PSMART.WINDO WAN 
1Ass's cry (4) i Hillary, (Artillery) 8 Hue, profess ABR REAMENTS } 
4 Confess to a crime (5) 9 Nitre, 10 Windbag, 11 sere My Bat y ” The skill & 
8 Large pot for Salamander, 14 Muppet, ie finish HEA STER DECOR Gale TENS 
boiling (8) 16 Stamen, 18 Diabolical, SPECTACULAR: instalke 
: 22 Acreage, 23 Cabin, 24 
9 Highland dagger (4) Car, 25 Prophet, 26 
10 Neat (4) Emend. Down: 1 
11 Unhurt (3,5) Handsome, 2 Antelope, 3 
Therm, 4 Hewing, 5 
12 Means of payment (6) Lenient, 6 Abba, 7 Yoga, 
14 Exhaled audibly (6) 12 Amicable, 13 Inclined, 
16 Introduces (6,2) 15 Epitaph, 17 Object, 19 
19 Printing error (4) Lucre, 20 Gasp, 21 Argo. 
20 Supreme Norse 
god (4) 


21 Person unlikely to 
win (8) 

22 Wait in line (5) 

23 Shout very loudly (4) 


DUNIRY TO GOAST 


A a magnificent stately home to a 1/th-century seaside cottage 


Down 6 Severe; hostile (5) 15 Hire; use (6) The Telegraph - PUZZLES ae wW 

2 Carrace (5) 7 Disappear (6) 17 — Khan, Mayor of Try our new Puzzles el ia e 
3 Distance (7) 13 Little —, Chuck Berry | London (5) website with one 3 4 
4 Waterway (5) song (7) 18 Cheek (5) 


5 Downfall (7) 14 Small flatfish (4,3) | 19 Hurl (5) monti free Elay |, O Visit www.chelseamagazines.com/ZEH323 


for £3.99 a month | 


Help with today’s Quick Crossword clues Single clues 0905 757 0122. Solution 0905 757 0123. o 
Calls cost £1/minute, plus network access charge. You must be 18 or over and have the bill payer's permission. 
Services open Mon-Sat. SP: Spoke - Helpline 0333 202 3390. telegraph.co.uk/puzzles 


or call 01858 438 889 and quote ZEH323 
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